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INTRODUCTION

GA

Ga is a language of Ghana, native to the Accra district and the
coastal strip st;etching east from the city and inland for several miles.
Ga has fewer natlye speakers than, say, Twi or Ewe, but knowledge of it
as a second or third language is far from negligible and is probably

increasing, because of the influence of Accra as the capital of Chana
and one of the chief centres of education,

GA-ADANGBE

Adangbe, spoken to the east of the Ga area is a language
thought to be 80 closely related to Ga that the two are frequently
listed as one language ''Ga-Adangbe'. The language described in this
course is Ga properly so called, as spoken by one native of Labadi, a
Ga towm.

ORTHOGRAPHY AND TRANSCRIPTION

The transcription used here departs very little from the accepted
orthography, even when a sound is analysed differently (e. g., W as yw
rather than wy). However, tone, nasality and vowel length have often
been indicated more explicitly tham the orthography requires.

CONSONANTS
1. (i) Voiceless stops are plosives, i. e., aspirated.
(ii) Prepalatal stops, plain and labialised, are affricates.
(iii) With the exception t/d, there is no significant difference
in place of articulation between voiced and voiceless correlates.

t, however, is a denti-alveolar articulation with tongue-tip
down, while d is an alveolar articulation with tongue-tip up.

(iv) Alveolar, Palatal and Velar stops have fronted and retracted
allophones depending on the following vowel.

2. Labial velars are of the velaric ingressive and pulmonic egressive
type.

3. The following articulations are all made whilst the tongue-tip is
down: ny, s, 2z, f, and the affricates.

4. 1 and r are allophones of the same phoneme; only 1 occurs in word-initial
position.
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TABLE 1I: The Symbols Used
CONSONANTS
TYPES POSITIONS
Voiceless Voiced |Voiceless Voiced |Voiceless Voiced |Voiceless Voiced |Voiceless Voiced
ETOPS Bilabial Alveolar Pre-Palatal Velar Labial Velar
(plain) P b t d ts dz k g kp gb
(Labialised) tsw dzw kw gw
INASALS Palatal
ialatal
(plain) m n ny n nm
(Labialised) v
FRICATIVES Labio-dental Pre-Palatal
(plain) £ v s z
(Labialised) w
LATERAL 1, r
APPROX ITMANTS Palatal Labial Velar Glottal
(pla'm) o w h
(Labialised) yw (W) hw
TONES VOWELS
k
High: / Front Spread Neutral Back Rounded
Oral Nasal Oral | Nasal Oral Nasal
Mid: |
CLOSE i 1 u u
Low:
ow: N\ HALF-CLOSE e o
HALF-OPEN € € > X
OPEN a a




VOWELS

® y

TONE

In relation to the Cardinal Vowels, the phonetic values of the Ga
oral vowels may be charted on the Vowel Diagram as follows:

NI
NN

€

X °* |

a

TABLE II: Diagram of the Ga Oral Vowels

i, &, U, are the nasal counterparts of i, a, u, respectively. ¢ is
midway between e and €, but is comparatively retracted. 3 is midway
between o and 0, and is comparatively fronted.

All the above are pure vowels. What may sometimes be heard as phonet-
ic diphthongs and triphthongs are treated in this course as successions of
pure vowels:

fai. 'hat' hdu. ‘girdle'
Similarly, all the above vowels are uniformly short. In this course,

what may be heard as phonetically longer vowels are treated as
successions of like vowels:

bd. 'hole' is a monosyllabic word

ba. 'to come' 1is a monosyllabic word
buu. 'mosquito net' 1is a disyllabic word
baa. 'coming' 1is a disyllabic word

4 ! - 1 . . . . 1. o
badd. crocodile' 1is a trisyliabic word

Tone is a property of the syllable and, depending on the type of

syllable, is marked on the vowel or on the syllabic consonant (mostly
nasals). An initial high tone in a sentence is marked; unmarked sentence
initial tones are low. Other unmarked syllables have the same pitch as
the last marked syllable preceding them; this principle carries across
word boundaries. Thus the tones of

(i) /ny€ yiwala dﬁqq/ are low-low-low-low-high-high-high.

(ii) /fikbfikb/ are high-low-high-1low.




)
(iii) /6bi gbeké 1&¢ ba bi& nyé gbéké/ are high-high-high-mid-low-1low-
high-low-low-high-1low.

Notice that this scheme admits of more than one level of Mid between
High and Low:

’ ' .
(iv) /madzd gbekEi{ 1¢ ahe/ are high-mid-same-mid-same-mid-low-
low-low.

Ga makes use of 3 level tones: High /°/, Mid /'/, Low /*/.

A High tone implies higher pitch, and therefore usually sounds more
prominent in a sequence than a Low tone. The Low tone has two allophones:
a low tone in pause is accompanied by glottal constriction,

A Mid tone is always a very slight drop in pitch (about a semi-tone)
from a preceding higher pitch, and is never glottalised. The 'preceding
higher pitch' is either a High tone or another Mid tone: a Mid tomne
never occurs after a Low tone and is never initial in a sentence or iso-
lated word. A Mid tone is therefore like a High tone that has slipped a
semitone in pitch below the immediately preceding High.

The symbol ~ represents a glide to Low tone which must occur after
any High tone syllable that immediately precedes certain words in the
utterance.

These possibilities are all summarised in the following diagram.

TABLE III: Tone Diagram 1: Terracing

Notice the downward 'terracing' of the top pitches of the sentence if a
lower pitch intervenes.

The sequence High-High (level high pitch) seems to present the most
difficulty for speakers of stress-using languages, who tend to reduce force
after one strong (High) syllable,

The sequence Low-Low (level low pitch) presents a similar diffi-
culty., Successive Low tones apparently drop slightly in actual pitch
and usually it is only the last of them that has the tell-tale
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glottalisation of the Low tone. Even if the foreign ear gets an im-
pression of a slight fall, no conscious attempt should be made to re-
produce it since such an attempt may be heard by a Ga speaker as an
actual fall (High-Low or Mid-Low).

In this course, what may be heard as phonetically rising or falling
pitches are regarded as composites of the three level tones. Since
there can be a rise in utterance pitch only after a Low tone, and any
rise is interpreted as Low-High, the actual phonetic range of rise that
constitutes a Low-High sequence can be very small. Such narrow ranges
are standard in spoken Ga in the earlier parts of the utterance, for
example initially. But they are even more important because they are
characteristic of the Casual Style, the style of 'normal' everyday
speech and conversation, particularly Statement sentences. They
contrast sharply with the correspending ranges in the Emphatic Style,
particularly Question sentences, where the pitch intervals between High
and Low tones can be considerable.

An important modification to the tonal diagram above is necessary.
The utterance is not terraced out of hearing in a collapsing of High
with Low tone. Pitches remain level only when tones succeed themselves
(M-H in the case of Mid). A subsequent High tone can be lower in pitch
than a previous one when a Low or a Mid have intervened, and a subsequent
Low tone can be lower in pitch than a previous one when a High or a High-
Mid glide has intervened. The pitch pattern of the whole utterance is
thus more like a downward drift from beginning to end:

H H

H
.
H
)
M

TABLE 1IV: Tone Diagram 2: Downdrift

(The broken lines indicate the area of possible cccurrence ¢f H after L.)

Finally, it should be remembered that although every syllable in
every utterance has a tone, the same syllable does not necessarilv have
the same tone in every utterance. The tone can be different depending
upon the grammatical context,




Listen.

Drill 1: High and Low Tones; Simple Consonants and Vowels,

marked syllables have Low tone, if not

1. wd. 'tomorrow' 4,
2. wo. 'we' 5.
3. 1la. 'blood" 6.

Drill 2: Pay particular attention also

vowel length (these words are all monosyllabic and have single vowel

length).

1. tse. 'father'’ 7.
2. tso. ‘tree' 8.
3. tsi. 'sceptre’ 9.
4. he. 'waist' 10.
S. to, 'bottle' 11,
6. bo. 'you' (sg.) 12,
Drill 3: High Tones.

1. bi 'Ask.' 4,
2. bd. "Come.' 5.
3. wd, 'Sleep.’ 6.
Drill 4: High, Mid and Low Tones. Pay

within the sequences High-Mid, Low-High.
sequences Low-Mid, Mid-High; what you may hear as these intervals will

be marked as Low-High in the text.

1. papd. "father' 4.
2. papa. "fan' 5.
3. fft:. 'pepper’ 6.

LESSON ONE

Identify.

Repeat.

Remember, un-
preceded by other syllables.

la. 'fire'
wd. '"bone'
wu. 'husband'

to the vowels /o/, /e/, /e/, and

bi. ‘child'

bud. 'hole'

hé. 'place’

té. 'stone’

kd. ‘group'’

su. 'type’

bd. 'Wear it.'

14. 'Sing.'

£8. 'Weep:'

attention to the range of pitch

Remember that there are no

sisa. '¢host'
wolc. "book’
dadé. "{iron'




7. géwai. 'guava' 9, fikbfikb. ‘hiccough'

8. 1414. 'song" 10. 4wd1é 14. 'your book'
Drill 5: Tones in short sentences.

1. ele 1le. 'he knows him' 6. wébl 12. 'we have asked him'
2. elé 12. 'he does-not-know him' 7. wbi 1e. 'let us ask him'

3. éle 1le. 'he has come to E?ov 8. wSkabi 1. "let us not ask him'
4. wobi 1¢. 'our child' - 9. ebi 12 da. 'her child is big'
5. wobi 1¢. 'we asked him’ 10. ebi 14 edd. 'her child has grown

big!
LESSON TWO
Listen. 1Identify. Repeat.

Drill 6: Simple Consonants and Vowels.,

1. dadé. ‘iron' 6., tita, 'gums '

2. fufd. 'milk', 'breast' 7. hela, 'illness'

3. kotokd. 'pocket’ 8. tokotd. 'sandal’
4. adéka. "box' 9. 1312. 'lorry'

5. tsitsl. "chest' 10. welé. 'hide'
Drill 7: Simple Consonants and Vowels.

1. wolo. "book 6. wala. 'life'

2. wols. 'egg' 7. éwilu. 'a big thing'

3. yele. 'vam' 8. tse 'father'

4. abé. 'proverb’ 9. abeku. 'left'

5. ofikl. "chance'?'dice’ 10. okesé 'fashion'

Drill 8: Labial Velar Consonants: /kp/, /gb/. (For description of their
pronunciation, see under 'Consonants' in the Introduction.)

1. akpakpd. ' pawpaw' 4, kpd.
2. ékpakpa. 'a good thing' 5. kpo.
3. akpakpa kpakpa. 'a good pawpaw' 6. kpd.

'12-yd. bale of cloth'

'court-yard’

'knot'




7. agbd. 'gate' 11. gbe. 'road’
. 8. agbo. 'big' ' 12. gbéke. 'evening'

9. agbdé agbo. 'big gate' 13. gbogbo. 'wall'
10. gbé. 'water-pot' 14. gbo. 'guest'
Drill 9: Long and Short Vowels.

1. by, 'hole' 6. kad. 'crab’

2. buiu. 'mosquito-net’ 7. wadd. 'snail'

3. baa. 'leaf’ 8. bi. 'child'

4. kaa. ‘car’ 9. bil. 'children'
5. badl. 'crocodile' 10. d4aA. ‘mouth’
(Numbers 5, 6 and 7 are written in the official orthography with two
vowels only: viz, baa, kaa, waa.)

Drill 10: Long and Short Vowels.

1.
. 2.
3.
4.
Drill 11:

1.

(U%)

=~

5.

g3o.
val.
loc.

yoo.

eba.

. eeba.
. ebaa.

. eébd.

éba.

'cemetery' 5. too.
'fishing-net' 6. Hoo.
"fish'y 'meat' 7. yoo.
'woman' 8. gbeé.

Long and short vowels in sentences.

'he came.' 6. ebda™.

'he is coming.' 7. wobi 12.
'he comes.' 8. wob{i 1l¢.
'he may come.' 9. etSke pii.
'he has come.' 10. etdkée pii.

(These examples show why it is impertant not

Drill 12:

o .

ga.

LESSON THREE

'sheep'; 'goat'
'Saturday'
'beans'

'dOg‘

'he did not come,'
'we asked him,'
'we didn't ask him,'

'she muttered a lot. '

*she didn't mutter much,

to drawl in Ga.)

Listen. Identify. Repeat.

Oral and Nasal Vowels.

'ring' 2. g3.




3. gbé. 'water-pot' 7. ekd. 'he took it.'

4. gbe. 'face-mark' 8. ek3. 'he bit it.'
. 5. sd. 'kind' 9. ~]"ia. 'sand’

6. sU. 'soil' 10. ffé. 'house'

Drill 13: Nasal Vowels after Nasal Consonants.

1. mi. ‘oil' 8. nyt. "mother’

2. mim3. 'breath' 9. nyEmi. 'sibling'

3. mimi. 'mother’ 10. nd. 'wife'

4. m3%. 'castle' 11. qgéé. 'lagoon-crab’
5. lam3. 'dream’ 12. nm3. "farm'

6. nd. '‘water' 13. nfqméi. 'writing'

7. nid. "man’

Drill 14: Nasal Consonants and Oral Vowels.

1. lamo. 'vapour' 6. md. 'well done!’
. 2. mama. 'cloth' 7. bi 1& md. 'ask him, then.'
3. -aa. 'intelligence', 8. moko. 'someone'
'skill'
4. vo00. 'salt' 9. ndkd. 'something'
5. énd1i. 'yellowish-green'

Drill 15: Nasal Consonants and Oral Vowels.

1. nmé. 'palm-nut' 6. stne. 'pillow’
2. rmee. ‘thorn’ 7. s3ne. "fox'

3. mmé. 'kernel’ 8. sine. 'story'
4. -ma. 'aroma’ 9. k3né 'light'
5. smiymi. 'panic', 'fear' 10. win2. 'doubt '

LESSON FOUR
Listen. 1Identify. Repeat.

Drill 16: Succession of Vowels. The succession vowel + i on a rising
‘ pitch is pronounced rapidly and sounds phonetically like a diphthong.
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10. nkpal.

6. gai.
7. looi.
8. tooi.
9. sEfi
10. fofofi.

Vowel + o.

1. s&% "chair'
‘ 2. led. 'tail'
3. fai. 'hat’
4. lafi. '"firewood'
5. fofoi, "flower'
Drill 17: Vowel + i.
1. k31 "hoe'
2. gsl. "to burp'
3. tél. 'multiplication’
4 tﬁ%. 'guns'
5. tsei. 'trees'
Drill 18: Succession of Vowels:
1. ami3.
2. eyio m3.

3. eféd ohé.

4. eked m nfi.

5. etséd ogbel daa.
6. eled tooi,

7. elda waa.

8. efaa fiké.

g, efwéb fiké miq.
10. efo> G3a yaa.
11. eféd dea néé.
12. ebos mZ tof,

< e
13. etsus nit.

'it is taken orally.'

'he believes in corporal

'she is a flirt.'

'he is generous.'

'ear'

'heart'
'part’
'children'

'"libation'

'rings'
"fish(es)'
'sheep' (pl.)
'chairs’

'flowers'

punishment . '

'she always mentions you.'

'he breeds sheep.'

'he sings very well.'

"he is a money-lender.'
'he is a big spender.'
'he goes tc Accra quite

'she is always weeping.'

'he takes advice.'

'he works.'
Drill 19: Final Nasals.
1. kpdd. '"fishing-hook' 2. k&4,

often.'

"corner'



8. tsén.

‘jujul
'"darkness'
'slave'

'mountain'

town

"beard'

Drill 20: Final Nasals.

l- éfée dinn.
2. éfed firm-

3. dylwala dSqq.

4. fgqq .

50 néqq.

Drill 21: Labialised Consonants.

1, tswél,
2. tswél.
3. Atswéi.
4. dzwénm3.

5. dzwéi.

6. adzwaméq.

Drill 22:
1. kuikwéi.
2. kwcd,

3. gwistéy.

4, gwabdo

'he is quiet'
‘he is still'
'thank you'
'afar'

'immediately’

9. kpin 'cane rat’

10. s3y. 'prawns’
11. rmoy. "tick', 'lice'
12. koy. 'horn'
13. way. 'grey hair'
14. gbor, "limb', 'loin'
15. adiy. 'monkey '

6. fiqn. "clear'

7. sdnn. 'a lot'

8. tiinn. 'black'

9. gblany.

10- herm .

LESSON FIVE

Listen.

'mustache’
'hair'
(girl's name)
"thought'
'grass'

'prostitution’

'cooking-pot'
'climb!®
"lamb'

'assembly'

Identi fy.

10.

5.

Repeat.

wiémé (ywiém%).

. wirim®

(ywirim¥®).

eevwére 12
(eeywére 13),

kwakwé.

ehwdr enZne.

~n
qwel.

. nwEtEnwlc,

. f&ﬁné.

11

'strong' (of smell)

‘strong' (of pepper
or hot food)

'speech’, 'language'

t
row!'

'he is warming him-
self before the fire'

"mouse’

'he sprained his ankle, '
lskyl
'stippled’

'afterncon’




. 9. fwéifwei. 'ragged' 10. éfwi. 'he is fat.'

Drill 23: Succession of Vowels.

1. éfwié 12. 'he has been sacked' 5. nilke. "knowledge'
2. ewied pii,  'he talks a lot' 6. nd 12 tdd keba. ‘'the water

gushed out.'
3. gbeébi. "puppy’ , .
7. ndd 1&¢ pde. 'the man
4. leébi. 'morning' appeared .’

Drill 24:

1. fiélb. 'preacher’ 5. etiu amf. 'he pursued them.'
2. 6tsié éhit. 'you have woken him' 6. bdu. 'mosquito-net’

3. kue. "neck' P 7. amfhuu ta. 'they waged war.'
4, sce. 'back'

Drill 25: 1, r in variant forms.

1. mlu. mulu. 'dust' 6. bl4. bold. "broom'
. 2. mld. mala. "law'; 'guts' 7. plé. 'a bird'
3. ml3i. mri. 'early' 8. plékod. 'nail’
4. blodo. brodo. ‘'bread' 9, f14. f41d. 'sore'
5. ablé. abelé. 'corn' 10. £13. f£3513. 'hole'
ILESSON SIX

Listen. Identify. Repeat.

Drill 26: Successions of Vowels.

1. ohii. "poverty' 6. nyébba mitof{. 'listen to me.'
2. acii. 'cashew-nut' 7. afud. 'mist'

3. nyFbia le. 'ask him!' 8. Akdd. (a female name)
4. nyém%é wo. 'wait for us.' 9. atid. '"defiance'

. nyébla mide-- . "try hard:'

12



Drill 27: 1,

1. akekré.
akeklé.

2. kla. kéla.
kra.

3. nyéklba.
nyfkolda.

4, egli. egri.

So ﬁleﬂle.
nélenele.

Drill 28:
1. £i6.
2. dfco. dinn.
3. bibiédo.

4. Afi ooN.

Drill 29:

1. féo.
2. bébdo,
3. 140,

4, hao. hau.
Drill 30:

l. trema.
télema.

2. dzra.
dzala.
3. sre. sele.

4. yra.

yala.

r in variant forms.

'man's headband'

"spirit'

"take them!'

'he got excited'

'very fluid'

Successions of Vowels.

"junior'

'quiet'

1 1
small

'hey, Ashi.'

Successions of Vowels.

‘beauty’

'a kind of
shellfish'

'bedsheet’

'girdle'

1, r in variant forms.

1) .
cowrie'

'price’

"to swim'

'mourning’

sy <.4
enla. enala.
T“le- T‘lelec

ehld. ehuld.

ehrd.

hlenn.
hrernn.

4

méd.
té dydd tEew.

feéfeo.

ehao le.
abifdo.

too.

atswré.
atswelé.

, 1
dzwrem3;
dzwélem?.

am [wre.
ame [wéle.

heleqq.

'it got charred.'
"level'

'he jumped.'

'radiant', 'flooded

with light'

'sixpence'
'how are you?'

'beautiful’

‘'he worried her'

"tiny tot'

"tax'

"fist'

'greeting'

"they flourished.'




LESSON SEVEN

Dialogue 1: Greetings.

A: Minnd bd. ‘T greet you.'

B: quheleE n3. 'I respond.'

A: Té dy3d tZen. 'How are you?'

B: MI ye dzogbanr. 'T am well.'

A: Té omami ydd &N, '"How is your mother?'

B: Eye dzogbanny. 'She is well.'

Vocabulary
1. mi. 1 6. y&d. 'to be'
2. %, 'greet’ 7. yeo 'to be'
3. bo. o. 'you' (sg.) 8. dzogbary. 'well’
4. hére...n3. 'respond', 'reply', 9. mam?. '"mother’
'answer'

5. té...tee, "how? ' 10. e. ‘she', 'he', 'it'

Notes

1. Greeting people is an important part of Ga etiquette. One who does
not greet as he should is considered boorish, unfriendly, antisocial.
Not greeting someone, or not responding to his greeting, is a way of
expressing extreme displeasure with him.

2. The greetings and responses in the Dialogue are general ones that can
be used by anybody at any time. If more than one person were involved
on either side, however, changes in pronouns would be necessary.

Dialvgue 2: One person greeting two or more.

Greeting: A: Mir-& nye. 'I greet you (pl.).'
Response: B & C: Wcnhéled n3. 'We respond.’

Dialogue 3: Two or more people greeting one person:

Greeting: B & C: Wonrd bo. 'We greet you.'

Response: A: Mi-hele nyé nZ. 'l respond to you.'

(The above are suitable for classrcom use between ccllege students and

. their professor.)




Dialogue 4: Two or more people greeting and replying:
A & B: Wornd nyZ. 'We greet you.'
. C & D: Wophéle nyé n3. 'We respond.'

Drill 31: Take turns at greeting and answering in Ga.

Dialogue 5: The person whose health is inquired after can be varied
as appropriate.

A: Té opapd ydd téan. '"How is your father?'
B: Eye dzogbayn. 'He is well.'

A: Té dn3 y3d t&a\. '"How is your wife?'
B: Eye dzogbann. 'She is well.'

Drill 32: Take turns at inquiring after the health of different people
and answering.

LESSON EIGHT

1. Greetings and responses appropriate for certain times of day:

‘ (i) Morning: A: M‘S':‘Sniq. '"Morning'
B: M53niq. "Morning'

(ii) Evening: A: Gddlivin. 'Good evening.'

B: Gddlivin. 'Good evening.'

These English borrowings are in common use. The traditional Ga
greetings, still heard from old people and in places where these
things are preserved, are:

(iii) Early morning, immediately after waking up:

A: Awéﬁ? or 6w5ﬁ? '"How was your sleep?’
B: Miwdy hi. 'My sleep was good.'

(iv) During the day:

A: MEAnin? 'How is this town?'

B: MAp dzo. 'The town is peaceful.'




(4 .

(1)

(i1)

These English borrowings are in common use.

LESSON EIGHT

Morning: A: M33n§q.
B: M33niq.

Evening: A: Gddlivin.

B: Gudlivin.

Greetings and responses appropriate for certain times of day:

'"Morning.'
'"Morning.'
'Good evening.'
'Good evening.'

The traditional Ga greetings,

still heard from old people and in places where these things are preserved,

(iii) Early morning, immediately after waking up:

are:
(iv)

2. Other
(1)

(i1)
(iii)

(iv)

A Awéﬁ? or 6w5ﬁ?

B: }ﬁwbn hi.

During the day:

A: MAdn{y?
B: MAn dzo.

greetings in general use:

Before entering a house, a room,

'"How was your sleep?'

'My sleep was good.'

'"How is this town?'

'"The town is peaceful.'

or any place:

A: Agoo.

B: AméE

On taking leave, at any time:
A: Miyabd.

B: Yadbd dzogbanr.

On taking leave, at night:

A: Miyawé-

B: Yaawd dzogbarn.

(Entrance requested.)

(Entrance granted.)

'I am going.'

'Go well.'

'I am off to bed.'

'Sleep well.'

Expressing congratulations on work done or in progress:

A: Ahékoo.
B: Yaa ée.
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(v) Expressing thanks:

A: éyiwala dgqq. '"Thank you.'
‘ B: Wobé ~ﬁdaa» '"There is no need of thanks.'

(vi) On returning from a journey:

"A" is the traveller. He shakes hands with the person he is
exchanging greetings with, and the hand grip is maintained throughout
the exchange:

Dialogue 1:

A: Amérikabii minpid. 'Greetings from America.'

B: Yoo. Héni ddzé 27 'Fine. How is it there?’

A: Bleoo. "It is peaceful.'

B: Amérikatsemé 2? 'And the Americans?'

A: AmEye dzogbann. 'They are fine.'

B: Ond ke 6bil? 'And your wife and your children?'

A: AmE£ET amlye dzogbarr,. 'They are all well.'

Drill 33: Take turns at greeting and replying, using the greetings in

‘ this lesson.

LESSON NINE
Pronouns: Subject, Object and Possessive Forms

(i) The personal pronoun words are:

mY 'I', 'me' --1st person singular

bo 'vou'! --2nd person singular

le 'he', 'him', 'she', 'her', 'it' --3rd person singular
wo 'we', 'us' --lst person plural

nyé 'you'! --2nd person plural

amé "they', 'them' --3rd person plural

These words can he used either as single-word sentences and phrases or as
objects of verbs. The plural words retain these forms in all other
functions (except for changes in tone).

(ii) The singular words have other forms which are prefixed to verbs

® .
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when the pronoun is the subject of the verb, and prefixed to nouns when
' the pronoun is the possessor of the noun:

lst person singular: mi-, m-, n-, 7- (1i.e., a homorganic nasal,
depending on the place of articulation of the
consonant immediately following.)

2nd person singular: o-

3rd person singular: e-

The 1st and 2nd person singular prefixal forms can also be suffixed to
verbs when the pronoun is the object of the verb, especially in rapid
speech. 1In this style the 1st person singular is usually the velar
nasal 1y In this course, the lst person singular pronoun is always
written as /mi/.

(iii) There is also an unrestricted personal pronominal prefix, used as
the subject of verbs, which does not specify any restriction of person
or number:

Unrestricted proncoun: a-

Drill 34: Insert the personal pronoun words in the blank spaces in
the sentences, using the pattern of No. 1.

' 1. Mi né. 'That's me.' 4, né. 'That's us.'
2. né. 'That's you (sg.)'. 5. né. 'That's you (pl.).'
3. né. '"That's him.' 6. né. 'There they are.’

Drill 35: Insert the personal pronoun words required to complete the following sentente-

1. Nii . 'Here I am.' 4, Nag . 'Here we are.'
2. N33 . 'Here you are.’ 5. N3Z . '"Here you are.'
3. NiZ . 'Here he is.' 6. N3Z . '"Here they are.'

Drill 36: Substitute the given phrases for those underlined in the

sentence.
~ ’ a'n (] 1
Mind bo ye dzeme. I saw you at that-place.
1o mi 0. 1 you. 6. ameé  mi. they me.
2. mi le. I him. 7. wo nye. we you.
3. mi nye. I you, 8. nye mi. you me.
‘ 4o 2 w2 you - us. 9. & le. he her
5. € ame ., she them.
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Slow Speech Ordinary Speech
. Word/Phrase Word + 1€ Word + Reduced 1€
1. nid "man' nGd 1¢ 'the man' ndE & 'the man'
2. mi 1! mé 1¢ 'as for me' mi & 'as for me'
3. faf 'hat' fai 14 'the hat' fai ¢ 'the hat'
4. hau "girdle' hdu 1¢ "the girdle' hau ¢ 'the girdle'
5. tso "tree' tsé "the tree' tsé ¢ 'the tree'
6. ablé "corn' ablé 1¢  'the corn' ablé ¢ 'the corn'
7. adéﬁ 'monkey’ adéﬁ 1¢ 'the monkey' adﬁﬁ é 'the monkey'
Drill 39: Repeat
1. etse 'his father' etsé 18  ‘his father' etsé ¢ 'his father'
2. ny¢ 'yesterday' ny¢ 12 'yesterday' nyé & 'yesterday'
3. to 'bottle' ts 14 ‘the bottle' t3 3 "the bottle'
4. gb¥m3  'person' gbﬁmé'lé 'the person’ gb3mé % 'the person’
. 5. baa "leaf’ bad 1¢ "the leaf' bad & "the leaf'
6. daz 'alcohol' da% 14 'the alcohol' 43 & 'the alcohol’
7. ebi 1¢& 'his child' ebi 1¢ 1¢ "his child' eb{ 1¢ ¢ 'his child'

Find the two examples of reduced 1€ in Lesson Eight, Dialogue 1.

LESSON ELEVEN

Verbs: The Past Tense (cf. Appendix B)

(i) a verb in the Past tense is marked by tone. The verb root does not
have an affix,

(ii) The tones cf verb roots in the Past tense are regarded as their
basic ones, and it is upon these that the roots are grouped into tonal
classes. A verb root does not necessarily retain its basic Past tense
tone throughout all tenses, but its tones in other contexts are related
in fixed ways to the basic tone.

(iii) Past, like Habitual,Progressive and other tense labels, is a
grammatical term for the verb forms. Although these terms broadly indicate
. the notional meaning of the verb in each tense, they cannot indicate every
possible use of the verb form.
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(iv) The personal pronouns all have low tones when prefixed to a
verb root in the Past tense.

‘ Drill 40: Repeat.

1. Emile. 'He lied.'

2. Ela. 'She sang.'

3. Améwo. 'They slept.’'

4. Moko bo. 'Someone screamed.'

5. Nit 12 bo. 'Nii dreamt about you.'
6. Tete huld. 'Tetteh jumped.'

7. 0s3fd 1¢ sole. 'The priest prayed.'

8. Yoé 12 pdsa ghe. 'The woman gossiped about her.'
9. Séwa kind nit 1ec f22. ‘Sowa read everything.'
10. Migbobi baayeld 1¢. 'I hunted the buck.'

Drill 41: Repeat.

1. Min% bo ye dzémé. 'T saw you there.'
. 2. Woni amé ye dzém. 'We saw them there.'
3. Ebi 1¢ da. 'Her child looks big.'
4. Ele 1le. 'He knows him.'
5. Ehod 1bo pii. 'She cooked a lot of meat.'
6. Etd 1t adesi. 'She told him a story.'
7. Mifeé di~y. 'l kept quiet.'
8. Miba bi& ny<. 'I came here yesterday.'
9. Miho mitd f%. 'I settled myself in & seat,'
10. Mi mik$ wd1é 1¢. 'I am the one who took the book,'

Drill 42: Repeat.

1. Wotee G3Zn3 ny¥sce &fi. 'We went to Ghana last year.'
i ~'
2. Wond méI pii ye dzéme. 'We saw many people there.'
3. Woya-a mzqtsé 4. 'We went and greeted the chief.'’
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4. Ehéle wd himeZ. 'He welcomed us and made us
. feel at home.'
5. Wokeé 1& aké wddze Amérika. 'We told him that we had come
from the U. S.'
6. Wobi 1¢ nibil pii. 'We asked him many questions.'
7. Egba wo n3£eens. 'He told us everything.'
8. Ehe dzo. 'He is a gentleman.'

LESSON TWELVE

Dialogue: Names,

A: Ofai sné€. Té Atséd n3Zk3IT nld 14 tEeN.
"Excuse me. What is that man called?'

B: Atséd le Atad Kdfi.
'He is called Ataa Kofi.'

A: Méni etsé%.
'What work does he do?'

B: Draiva dz{ 1e¢.

. 'He is a driver.'

A: NI ebi 1¢ hin?
'And what about his son?'

B: Atseél le S6wad. Eyedo médti eh3X etsec.
'He is called Sowa. He works as a mate for his father.'

A: NI end 187
'And his wife?'

B: A4 De&dé, 160 Akwélénye. Eh%¥ nif ye dzrd 12 n3.
'Madam Dede, or Akwele's Mother. She is a petty-trader in the

market.'
Vocabulary
1. &faf~ né. 'please', 'excuse me' 7. dzi. "is'
2. tsé. "to call' 8. ni. 'and'
3. n3k3I. "that' 9. hi. 'also'
4. méni. 'what?' 10. ye. "tc work as'
‘ 5. tsi. "to work' 11. méeti. "mate' (driver's assistant)

6. draiva. 'driver' 12. hE. ‘for'; 'to give to'
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13. ldo. ‘or' 16. nii. "things', 'wares'

14. h¥3. 'to sell' 17. dzra. "market’
‘ 15. ye. ‘at' 18. nZ. ‘on'
Notes

1. Ga personal names are given according to a clearly defined system. If one
knows the system, one can infer certain facts about a person from his name.

2. Day names are names given to people according to the day of the week
on which they are born,

Day Male Name Female Name
Sunday Kwafl' A:kofia
Monday Kodzd Adzua
Tuesday Kwabl3d Ab13
Wednesday Kwakd Akud
Thursday Kwao Abd
Friday Kof{ Afua

. Saturday Kwadmi (Kwami) Amd

3. Order names are given according to the order of birth of children of
the same parents, counting boys and girls separately:

Order Male Name Female Name
Ist Teté Dedé
2nd Tete Kok
3rd MEdsE Kai

4. Special sets of names indicate certain special circumstances. For
instance, these are the names for twins and single children born after

twins:
Order Male Female
The Twins: 1st Okd; Akwété Akuwélé
2nd Akugte Akudkd
After Twins: 1lst Tdywla (Tawia) Taywla (Tawia)

14 ’

‘ 2nd Ago Ago
AbE-

3rd Ab3-




(Children born after twins use the same names, irrespective of sex.)

. 5. Clan names, however, are the most important names. Each
clan has 2 sets of names: the generation bearing one set give the
second set to their children; these children in turn give the first
set (the names of their father's generation) to their children. The
Gas are patrilineal.

ASERE CLAN NAMES: (ASr€ in Accra, K13n3# in Labadi)

SET_ONE SET_TWO
Order W Male Female Male Female
1 Kédté (Kotey) De{ NITkwéi (Nikoi)  Adef
2 Kéte{ (Kotei) Kidks Am3y (Amon) Kdt>3k3
3 Afi Kodkiale Dz¥Ant (Dsani) Kéte {kdd
4 Afale Kidtsod | Afdtu Kéteftsdo

. L]
AGBAWE CLAN NAMES: (Labadi)

. L SET_ONE SET TWO
Qrder Male Female Male Female
1 Okpoti Adzé1¢ Adze{ Atswéd
2 Akp? Adz3kd Séwa Ayokd
3 Kwe{ Adzékdl Laasé Kai
4 Boi Adzétsbo Andr, Tsotsdo
1

6. Vocative Enclitics: When calling people far away by shouting out their
names (e. g. to zhildren at play, to come home), a calling signal

is added to the names, and is prolonged as necessary. The signal is
écv... after a name ending on a low tone, and doo...“ after a name
ending on a high or mid tone. Examples:

Examples: 1. Kofi ooow. 2. SOwd éee.

Drill 43: Call the following people to come, using the appropriate
calling signal: (m., f., indicate male, female names respectively.)

-

‘ 1. Ade. (m) 4. Aale. (m) 7. Amz. (m)
Z. Adel.  (f) 5. AkwélényZ. (f) 8. Booba (m, £)
5. Tawla. (m, £) 6. Amda. ()



LESSON THIRTEEN

. Verbs: The Habitual Tense

(i) A verb in the Habitual tense is marked by the suffix /2/.
The suffix has the form /a/ when the final vowel of the root is /a/.
The suffix is nasalised if the root vowel is nasal.

(ii) The Habitual tense suffix has low tone, but this tone is
assimilated to mid when it occurs between two high tones.

Drill 44: Repeat.

1. Emiled. 'He tells lies.'

2. El4a. 'She sings.'

3. Ed4a min gbéd. 'He is a loud-mouth.'

4. N1t 12a dda minke. 'Nii dreams every night.'

5. Gb3m3 1t soleo [ii énlim® dfa gb¥.  'The fellow prays five times daily.'
6. Atséd le Tete. 'His name is Tetteh.'

7. Yoé 12 tdkdo. '"The woman is fond of grumbling.'

. 8. Yoé l¢ péasai. '"The woman gossips.'
9. MinI £6> le. '"What ails him?'
10. Qﬁwio mS. 'It's fattening.'

Drill 45: Repeat.

1. Eméleb wohe dda né'é". 'He is always misrepresenting us.'

2. Mint gbéd nZkE. 'What is that loud noise?'

3. Elda waa. 'She is an excellent singer.'

4. E144 lalai $rdtoiérdtoi. 'She sings songs of many different types.'

5. NIT l2a gb3m®T érdtoiérdtoi. 'Nii dreams about all sorts of people.’

6. NiT l2a dda mﬁqu. 'Nii dreams every night.'

7. Tete huldd ts¥. '"Tetteh jumps too much.'

8. Yod 1¢ tdléocs %, 'The woman is too fond of grumbling.'

9. Nul 1¢ tdk2o fe eqé 1¢. 'The man complained more than his wife.'

‘ 10. Tete tim®® ke hewale. 'Tetteh jumps with all his strength.'




Drill 46: Insert in the sentences below the Habitual tense form of the verbs
—————p .
‘ given 1in parenthesis.

1. E flké. (fa. 'lend'; 'borrow') 'He is a moneylender. '

LN
2. Gbeé néc dda afi. (f5. ‘'give birth') 'This dog has puppies
every year.

3. Ny3nmo waa ye bi¢. (né. 'to rain') 'It rains heavily here.'
4. Xofi niy oyd. (k3nd. 'to read') 'Kofi reads fast.'
5. Kofi wdlo oyd. (kéné. 'to read') 'Kofi reads books fast.'

6. Nim3 bd fe le. (sim3. 'to love') 'Who loves you more than she
does?'

7. NAm3 bd fe le. (sémS. "to serve') 'Who serves you better than
she does?'

8. GbIm3 ké etd le. (hdkd. 'yawn') 'A person yawns when he is
tired.'

Drill 47: Repeat. Habitual tense forms are underlined.

1. Atséd le Koff. 'His name is Kofi.'
. 2. Ets*Z n1l ye yunivésitl 1d. 'He teaches at the university.'
3. Ekaséd nit daa gbeke. '"He studies every night.'

4. Miyaa G3 dda Hdgbaa. I_go to Accra every Sunday.'

5. Miyahéd nit ye dzrd 12 n3. 'I_shop in the market.'

6. Amétswaa wo telifdn dda gb%. 'They call us on the telephone every day.'

N 4

7. Mén1 etsl? 'What work does he do?'

8. Egbuo tsinZ 2abUT y& Pdékdase. 'He is a veterinary doctor at Pokoase.'

LESSON FOURTEEN

Some Tonal Changes

1. 1€ : The syllable immediately preceding the phrase-closing particle
1é always has a higher pitch than that of 1é . A syllable that has

low tone in other contexts therefore has high tone if it happens to
precede 1€ in the stream of speech. The high tone of 1€ when in
isolation is therefore realised as mid tone when not in isolation.
This mid tone is not affected when in final position. 1In medial

' position, however, it can be assimilated to the low tone of the syllable
that follows it.
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Drill 48: Repeat Drill 39 of Lesson Ten. Notice the tonal changes
in all phrases except numbers 3, 4 and 6.

‘ Drill 49: Repeat. Notice the tonal similarities (and differences)
traceable to the fact that different words can precede 1¢€.

1. W8 1¢ wdbadyd. (wo. 'we') 'As for us, we will go.'

2. W8 14, wdbadyd. (wS. 'tomorrow') 'Tomorrow, we will go.'

3. Ebiyd$ 1&. (bi. 'child'; yoo. 'female'; e. 'his') 'His daughter.'

4. Ebi yd8 1&. (bi. 'to ask'; yoo. 'female'; e. 'he') 'He asked the woman.'
5. Ebf 1¢ bi 1&. 'His child's offspring.'

6. Ebi 1& bi 1. 'His child asked him.'

2. _dzi . 'to be'. Except in combination with certain connectives, dz{

is always immediately preceded by a lower pitch than its own. This lower
pitch takes the form of the high-to-low glide ™~ when the syllable

preceding dzi has high tone. The same applies to a mid tone, but a
mid tone syllable can in this context also be assimilated to low.

Drill 50: Repeat.

1. Ebin dzi 1le. ‘She is his child.'
. 2. Draiva dzi 1&. 'He is a driver.'
3. N3n1 mim3 dz{ flké. 'What I am waiting for is money.'
4. GbékE~ dzi m3nT faén. 'Junior was the one who did it.'
5. fita\ dzi nokd ni mistim33 waa. '"Pepper is something I like very much.'

-
3. né: '"to be this', The same tonal changes occur before n€ as before dzi.

Drill 51: Repeat.

1. Ebi~ né. 'This is his child.' 4. Géwds nf. '"This is guava.'
2. Ofain né. '"Please; excuse me.' 5. HénI miwd né. 'This is where I
, ) , shall sleep.'
3. Gbogbo né. 'This is a wall.' 6. Bonl dzI~ n€. 'That's the way
it is.'

LESSON FIFTEEN

Verbs: Progressive Tense.

(i) A verb in the Progressive Tense is marked by the prefix mii
‘ (written T after the lst person singular pronoun mi).
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(ii) In speech, the Progressive Tense prefix is reduced to 7 or a
nasal homorganic with the succeeding consonant. In slow speech, mip
is a variant of mifi.

(iii) After the 2nd and 3rd person singular pronouns, the Progressive
Tense prefix has the same form as the pronoun,
Progressive tense forms are underlined.

Drill 52: Repeat these sentences.

1. Eeye ddkta ye Tema. 'He is serving as a doctor at Tema.'
2. Ootsi mihIZ. 'You are blocking my line of vision.'

'You are disturbing her sleep.'’

'The man is coming again.'

'When she is speaking, listen to her.'

'Since she is writing, don't ask her
yet.'

[ 28
13

4
niT 1¢, kadbi 1¢ d

53: Insert the Progressive tense form of each verb in the sentence

Drill
given. (Root-final mid tones are assimilated to low by immediately

following low tones in the sentence.)

. \

Examole: Wo G&. (ya). Womiiya G3. 'We are going to Accra.'

1. E fiké mir. (jwé) 'He is squandering money.'

2. Ny3nmo wada ye dzémé. (n€) 'It is raining very heavily there.’
3. Ame Amftse. (fé8) 'They are lamenting their father.'

4. Mihe mt. (t3tT) 'I am on tenterhooks.'

5. Kofi wdlo. (k&nd) 'Kofi is reading a book.'

6. Kof{i nit. (k3nd) 'Kofi is reading.’

7. Mi bd. (sumd) 'I love you.'

8. Moko sb7r,.  (tsind) 'Someone keeps sneezing.'

Drill 54: Repeat.

1. Miiyd. 'T am going.'
2. MiTyd fiéc 'I am going home.'
3. M{Tya GZ. "I am going to Accra.'

X . A
4. MYTIme .,

. '
Miim& 1:c1

(1)

PR '
an ’w’altlng.

am waiting for a lorrve'
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v A ~ .
6. Miime nye. 'T am waiting for you. '

7. MfIkpa. 'I am giving it up.’
8. MiTkpa nifélem%. 'l am giving up smoking.'
9. Mitkpa diZnum3. 'I am stopping drinking.'

LESSON SIXTEEN

Dialogue: Asking for Words.

A: Té atséd en? yi 3 nIq céan. 'What is this called in Ga?'
B: énE\, dloo ent. 'This, or this?'

A: EnZ. 'This.'

B: Atséd le kané. ‘It is called kané.'

~ & 1
A:*K3nZ......K3ne......?

B: Daabi. Kané. '"No. KX3né.'
A: K3né.
B: €h&f. Kané. 'Yes. Kané.'
. A: Té atséd finger y¢ Gi min té&~.  'What is finger called in Ga?'
B: Atsé> le waé. 'It is called wad.'

A: Té 2kéd aké The man lit a lamp y¢ GA mir tée.

'How does one say The man lit a lamp in Ga?'

B: Akéd aké: NOT 12 su k3né. 'One says: etc.'

A: Té akéd aké The man bought three lamps y& G3 min t€e-. 'How, etc.'

B: AkéD aké: NS 1¢ hé k3nél et 'One says, etc.'
Vocabulary

1. énZ. "this' 5. &ke. 'that'

2. aloo, ‘or' 6. su. 'to light'

3. k3né, "lamp', 'light' 7. hén, 'to buy'

4. keé, 'to say' 8. été¢ "three'
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Notes:

tsé¢ 'to name, to call':

"to say':

(i) tsé is used in asking for or giving the names of entities, the

equivalents of nouns and noun phrases in English.

(ii) keé~ is used in asking for or giving the equivalents of other

single words or phrases and sentences in English.

Drill 55:

Elicit the Ga equivalents of the English words and phrases,

substituting the given forms in the appropriate frames.

Frame A:
(i) Té atséd

(ii) Té akéd (ake)

Frame B:

(i)
(ii)

1. 'finger'

3. 'Come here.

Answering.

Atséd 1le

(y¢ G3 min) t€EN.
(yt G& miIn) teen.

(Phrases in brackets are optional.)

9. 'yes'
]

10. 'eye

11. 'thank you'

12. 'again'

(D]

~

.
-1

N

bt oy,
(ST}
pt

¥



Since a syllable has only one tone, the tonal classes recognized for
words depend on the number and kind of syllables in the words. Ga
syllables are of 2 kinds: (i) V (ii) cv.

AV syllable consists of a single phoneme. This phoneme can be
(a) any vowel, (b) any nasal consonant.

A CV syllable consists of one vowel phoneme preceded by one
consonant phoneme. For this purpose, labialised, labial velar and
similar consonants represented with digraphs and trigraphs are regarded
as single consonant phonemes. The consonant 1, however, is always a
single consonant phoneme and therefore does not belong to the same
syllable as an immediately preceding consonant phoneme.

Meonosyllabic Nouns: These are all of syllabic shape CV, but of 2 tone
classes: (i) High (ii) Low

Examples: High Low
b/ 1] . 1 ! ]
i, child ta. war
té. 'stone’ gbo. 'stranger, guest'
kp3. "knot' " m3. 'farm'
7 mé. 'palm-nut’ tso. "tree'
gb?, 'pimple’ gd. 'Ga'
fé, 'sugar-cane'

Disyllabic Nouns: Singular nouns. All 5 possible tone classes occur:
(i) High-High; (ii) Low-Low; (iii) High-Low; (iv) Low-High; (v) High-Mid

In syllabic composition, they are of 3 kinds:
(a) v cv (most frequently tone class 1iv)
(b) c¢cv v (most frequently tone class ii)
(¢) CV CV (most frequently tone class iv)

Examgles:

(a) V CV: the first syllable of such nouns is either a, e, o, or a

homorganic nasal:
(i) High-High: 4fi. 'year'; énl. 'this thing'; dtsi- 'week'.
(ii) Low-Low: qf0~ 'sea'; agba. 'stall'; agc. 'velvet'.

(iii) High-Low: ény3 'two'; édzwz, 'four'.
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’ (iv) Low-High: abé. 'proverb'; agbé. 'gate'; ayé . 'witch;

nkd. 'shea-nut butter'; om%: 'rice'; ohd. 'hundred'.
1
(v) High-Mid: &ko. ‘some'; ét¢. 'three'.

(b) CV V: the second syllable of such nouns, when a nasal consonant,
is always written 7

(i) High-High: bdu. 'mosquito-net'; hdu. 'girdle'; fia. 'sand'.
(ii) Low-Low: d3%. 'drink'; baa. 'leaf'; noo. 'salt';
dzoo. 'valley'; nw€I. 'sky'; g¥n- 'mountain';

"town'; ts€ns 'beard'.

mar«
(iii) High-Low: ldo. 'bedsheet'; méo. 'sixpence'.
(iv) Low-High: gbeé ‘'dog'; fai. 'hat'; s€f. 'chair'.
(v) High-Mid: dzwél. 'grass'; déﬁ- 'darkness’.
() cvov:
(i) High-High:(fita. ‘pepper'; stine: 'pillow'; kitZ. 'oath'.
‘ (ii) Low-Low: wolc. 'book'; gb3m3. ‘human being'; s3ne- 'story';
papa- 'fan'; lele, 'boat’'.
(iii) Migh-Low: sisi.'ghost'; tGmd 'rubbish dump'; gbékd 'evening'.
(iv) Low-High: jbﬁné- 'afternoon'; dadé, 'iron'; ny3qm§. "ten';
seké. 'madness'; fiké~ "money'; m3md . 'cloth';
deki. 'leisure'; fufs. 'breast'; musis 'taboo’.

1 ’
(v) High-Mid: gbék&.'child'; gdwa.'guava'; gigZ.'nose'; 1laléd, 'song'.
drgh-Mid: g g

1
(N.B. The citation-final mid tones of gbék&é 'child', géwa ‘'guava',
are not assimilable toc a following low; those of the other nouns are.)

Drill 56: Choose a suitable Drill in Lessons One through Six. Group
the nouns according to tone types.

! LESSCN EIGHTEEN

1. Nouns: Singular and Plural (cf Appendix A) Most nouns in Ga have
Singular (for one) and Plural (for more than one) forms. There are
several types of Plural ferms, and Appendix A shows how each of these is
related to the corresponding Singular form. The feormulaic representations
there mean, e.g.
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(1) The plural of most nouns is the singular form with a suffix -1 .
The tone of the -1 suffix is low when in contact with a low tone, but
mid when in contact with a high, -

(2) Some nouns have a change of vowel before suffixing -i.

(3) Some nouns lose a syllable before suffixing -i.

(15) and (16) Some nouns have only one form, either a Singular or
a Plural.

Consult the formulas given iu the Appeudix to find vhe

Drill >7: plurals or the singulars of the following nouns:
1. ts3%13, 'teacher' (1) 6. £15. 'hole' (7)

2. éye’, 'a white thing' (6) 7. wobil. ‘'bees' (1)

3. 131e. 'lorry, truck' (l) 8. baa. 'leaf' (1)

4. ntd. ‘'man'  (14) 9. tsekwe, 'uncie' (9)

5. nyckws. 'aunt'(9) 10. 14lai. ‘'songs' (1)

Drill 58: Find the plurals of the following nouns.

1. bd. 'hole' (1) 5. st. 'soil'(1)

2. biu. 'mosquito-net' (1) 6. loo. 'fish' (1)

3. nd. 'water'(l) 7. sisa. 'ghost' (1)

4o yeleo  'yam' (7)

(2) Noun Plurals with suffix -m€: (cf. Appendix A, Nos. 9 and 17b).

The words in this group are mostly kinship terms, personal nouns and
names of tribes.

In present day practice, the plural suffix of this group is

always written -mé1I. MET as a plural ending not having a variant
spoken form does indeed occur in 2 words {(cf. Appendix A, No. 11),
though the structure of these words is perhaps better represented as
Prefix + Root rather than Root + Suffix. MEI as an independent word is
the plural form ('persons', ‘'people') corresponding to the singular
word mZ (cf. Appendix A, No. 2).

The plural suffix of this group is, however, in this course written and
pronounced -mé, as in Appendix A. This is the form that native Ga
speakers consistently use, except in very slow speech or when they

have other reasons for wanting to be hyper-correct. Evidence that mé is

not merely a slovenly or substandard colloquial variant of méI but a
true suffix is found in the different tonal behavior of the two forms.




MET, both as an independent plural word and as the putative plural

ending, always has low tone.

M is tonally assimilated to its environment:

contact with a low tone; it has mid
tone.

The tonal behavior of mé is exactly
endings whose suffixal status is imp
the most productive plural suffixes
exactly that of most other suffixes

it has low tone when in
tone only when in contact with a high

that of -i and -dzi, the two plural
eccable and which between them are

in Ga. This tonal behavior is also
(to nominal and verbal roots) in Ga.

ses:

Game abii. 'true-born Gas'.

Fantényo. 'a Fanti'.
, A aa \ .

Fantéme f€¢ all Fantis .

'Other people's problems
do not worry him'.

MET asdne
gbda énaa.

the following singulars:

j?ﬁtse,

'
"houseowner

helatse. 'sick person'
Fikdtse . 'rich man'
ni-tsd 'master’
ni3nyo - "friend'
NINETEEN

Drill 59: Repeat the following phra
1. Ginyo. ‘a Ga'. 5.
2. Gime. 'Gas'. 6.
3. G3 biil "Accra people'. 7.
4. Ganyo bi 'a true-born Ga'. 8.
Drill 60; Find the plural forms of
1. tseku® . 'urele' 6.
2. nyfkwé. ‘'aunt' 7.
3. nii- "¢randfather’ 8. !
4, n33, "grandmother' 9,
5. mantse, 'chief' 10.
LESSON
1. Cardinal Numbers: The numeral wo
noun it describes. The numeral word
1 éké (counting form), 5 énimZ-
ekomé ,

6 &kpaa -’
2 ény>.
Ny 7 kpawo:r
L édzwe.

When used with a nourn, 1 ékomé has t

rd, used with a noun, follows the

s are:
8
9

10 ny?nmé'

he form komé.



Drill 61: Substitute the given numerals for those in the sentences below.

‘ 1. Won3 yei ény%. 'We saw two women.'

été "three'

2. Ehé mdmil edzwe . ‘She bought four cloths.'
€komé "one’

3. Etsine fii été. 'He sneezed three times.'
ékpaa 'six'

4, Mantsé le m3a tsiui ény%. 'The chief built two houses.'
ny3qmé "ten'

5. Kodzé y&¢ biydi neZhd. 'Kodzo has nine daughters.'
éntim3 'five'

6. HIT kpawo tre l2. 'Seven men carried him.'
kpaanyZ 'eight'

2. Pronouns: Possessive forms: The affixal forms of the perscnal pro-
nouns can be prefixed to noun words to indicate the idea of possession.
' These prefix forms are the same as those used with verbs.

Full form Affixal form

'I, me' mi mi-, m-, -, - "my’

'you' (sg.) bo g-, o- 'your' (sg.)
'he, him, she, her, it' 1le e- 'his, her, its'
'we, us' WO wo- 'our'

'you' (pl.) nye nye - "your' (pl.)
"they, them' amé amé - "their'

Drill 62: Repeat:

1. Migbe 1¢ da. 'My water-pct is a big one.'
2. M{wu édze kpo. '"My husband has gone out.'
3. Mits: tsé mi. '"My facher called me.’

4. Ogbeé 1 miibdil. "Your dog is barking.'

@ .




5. égbée q?é\. 'Your voice is pleasant.'’

6. Em3mds nZ. 'This is her cloth.'

7. Eye wogdwa 1¢ fe2. 'He ate all our guava.'

8. Ts3%m¥ ml ny?ffé le. 'Show me your house.'

9. Ts3%m3 ml nyZtsd heé 1¢. 'Show me your new building.'
10. MIn3 amétse. 'I saw their father.'

11. Am&dzo amZdzod 1. 'They did their dance.'

J. Nouns: Possession

(i) A possessive pronoun prefixed to a noun that initially has a V
syllable replaces the V syllable.

(ii) The order in a possessive phrase of 2 nouns is Possessor Noun +
Possessed Noun.

(iii) When the Possessor Noun is a plural form, the possessive struc-
ture is marked by a syllable a- prefixed to the Possessed Noun.

(iv) When the Possessor Noun is a singular form, the possessive
structure is marked overtly only by the juxtaposition of nouns.

Drill 63: Repeat:

1.

10.

akwadd; oSkwadd. 'banana; your banana'.
L1 . ]
nkétie; -ketie. 'peanuts; my peanuts'.
akuti; ekutd. 'orange; his orange'.
; 5 e & » 13
omd 12 73%Zn; om¥ 1& 723, "the rice tastes good; your rice
tastes good'.
mfonii; 4foniT. 'photograph; your photograph'.
ohid; améhii. 'poverty; their poverty'.
okadi; wokadi. 'mark; our mark'.
adékd; ny&déka. 'box; your box'.
'—v /;—u 1 1
e-mdmi; mi-mimI. ckro; my okro .
agbd; dgbo. 'gate; vour gate'.
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Drill 64: Repeat;

’

1. Sowa mami. 'Sowa's mother'

2. Séwam¢ amimi. 'mother of the Sowas.'

3. yodmo sine. 'old woman's way of thought,'
4. yeimedzl as3ne. 'old wives' tales.'

5. sédzafél atsUi. 'barracks’

6. 106f1% fidz7. 'bird's wings'

LESSON TWENTY

iialogue: Outdooring.

A. Ond kpodziémé le he?
'Have you heard about the outdooring?'

’ K 1)
B. €heE. Atsd abakeé mi.
'Yes. Someone was sent to tell me.'

A. Obadya?
'Are you going?'

B. <hf¢. Bo hd boya?
'Yes. Are you?'
~ 2 e e 1 ' . 4
“hfe. K< ote fl manke le, tse ml.
'Yes. When you wake up in the night, call me.'

My

B. Mit2 {3 mla.
'1'11 get up early.'

P P Y ~ . o, .~
A. M1yadz{e kpb m3Zh3E minyEmimé le. AmEmiiya nitsim?.
'l am going to outdoor for my brothers. They are going to wcrk.'

B. Mi hi n3kal n¥n-.
'I am doing the same.'

Vocabulary
1. ni- 'to hear' 6. ké. 'if, when'
2. kpodziém3. 'outdooring ceremony' 7. te 1. ‘ger up, wake'
)

3. he- "about' g. manke . "night'
4. tsh. "to send’ Y. ml3 . 'early'

| [} s . o~ ~ 4. 1 1
5. hu too, also 10. nTtsumT. JoTK




. Notes

1. Outdooring is an important ceremony performed for a newborn child on
the 8th day after birth,

2. The Day:

(i) The Ga names for the days of the week are:

(ii)

(iii)

Monday Dzu Friday Sohaa
Tuesday Dzi o Saturday  Hoo
Wednesday fé Sunday Hogbaa

Thursday Soo
Expressions for different parts of day and night are:
4
leébl. 'morning'; leébi maArkpa. 'very early in the morning'

JwEné 'noon, afternoon'; f@ﬁné fIntInn,. 'the hottest part
of the afternoon'’

gbéke -+ 'evening'; gbéke tlyy,  'late in the evening'

marn ke »  'night'; miAnkE ml3 'early morning before
dawn.'

wuﬁgbéémé- 'at cockcrow'; dzetsélémI. 'dawm'.

Some other expressions of time are:

‘ 1
- mE NE . 'today' nye . 'yesterday'
nyésce. 'in the past; ago' w3, "tomorrow'
wisee. 'in the future'

LESSON TWENTY ONE

Verbs: Tonal Classes: (cf. Appendix B)

Verb roots are classified into tone classes according to the number of
syllables in the root and the tones of the root in the Past tense. All
roots grouped into one class have the same tonal patterns in all tenses.

Monosyllabic Roots:

(i) These rcots all have the syllabic form CV.
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(ii) Note that 2 such roots may differ because the vowel of one is
oral and the vowel of the other is nasal.

(iii) Note that 2 such roots may have the same consonant and vowel
constituents but differ because each belongs to a different tonal class.

(iv) The roots have either High or Low tone, but constitute 3 tonal
classes. (Class III roots have the same tonal patterns in most tenses

as Class II, but in some they have the patterns of Class I.

(v) There are a few dialectal differences among Ga speakers as to the
tonal classification of particular roots.

(a) Class I: High

bi. ‘to ask' ; bé, 'to quarrel'; £5. 'to give birth to'
jhé. 'to play' ; wé. 'to lift' ; dE. 'to pose'
ny?, 'to be able'; dd. 'to race' : mi. 'to submerge'
(b) class II: Low
be, 'to grip' ; ny&, "to hate' ; mi, "to breathe'’
bi+ 'to cut' ; £3¢ 'to throw' ; wo. 'to praise’
ba:r 'to beg' ; da. 'to be big' ;
(¢) Class ITI: Low
les 'to know' ; ba. 'to come' ; ni, 'to hear, understand'
wo. 'to sleep' ; ye- 'to eat' ; bes 'to be fully cooked'

Disyllabic Roots;

(i) Syllabic forms: CVV; CVCV. Note that V syllables are never
initial in Verb roots.

(ii) Four tone classes:

Class 1: High-High Class III: High-Mid
Class II: Low-High Class IV: Low-Low

CV V:

(a) Class 1I: High-High:

s ¥ . !
YOO« to recognise




. (b) Class II: Low-High:

hoés, 'to cook' ; h3¥3N, 'to sell' ; feén, 'to do'

wléN, 'to speak' ; gbeéN, 'to sound' ; leéN, 'to be wide'

nyig€y 'to walk' ;

(c) Class IIT: High-Mid:

st

pie. 'to emerge'; ti

(22 3EY

U
d, 'to pile up'; pif. 'to suffer'

(¢) Class IV: Low-Low:

dzw&y, "to think' ; hao. 'to molest' ; soo. 'to catch something
in flight'
o ov:
(a) Class I: High-High:
mile. 'to lie' : tsdse.'to train' ; stm3« 'to serve'
(b) Class I1: Low-High:
. pilda. '"to wound' ; e1tT. 'to scratch'; kasé. 'to learn'
(c) Class II1: High-Mid:
s¥s¥. 'to beg' ; gﬁmé- 'to peel’ . sésu. 'to calculate'
tsédke.'to change'; fénes 'to untie' nfni. 'to catch up with'

kpSkpo.'to shiver'

(d) Class 1IV: Low-Low:

gbobi-'to hunt' ; sle. 'to pray' ; sUm3, 'to love'

Drill 65: Repeat. Identify the verb roots and group them by number of
syllables and tone:

1. Efeé di--. 'He became quiet.'
2. Mi mik$ wdld 1¢. 'I am the person who took the book.'
3. Afwié 1e. 'He was sent away.'
4, Etiu ame. 'He pursued them.'
. 5. AmThuu ta. 'They made war.'



Drill 66: Repeat. Identify the verb roots and group them by number
of syllables and tone.

. 1. Eb{ 12 da. 'Her child is big.'
2. Bo hi doya? 'Are you too going?'
3. N&m3 qé finzé 1¢? 'Who closed the door?’
4. Qodzidzé minda. 'You are annoying me.'
5. Gbékebil 12 miifite n3ffen3. 'The children are spoiling everything.'
6. Wodim3 [T kpéry. 'We stood firm.'
7. AmEyéo mi. 'They recognised me.'

LESSON TWENTY TWO

1. Consonant Clusters with 1 or r:

(i) 1 and r are variants of the same sound in Ga. They can replace
each other without causing any change in meaning. Only 1 occurs in
word-initial position.

(ii) 1 and r occur as the final element in certain consonant clusters.
1 occurs after Bilabials, Labiodentals, Velars and Labial velars.

r occurs after Alveolars and Palatals.

The above pattern is the Ga norm. However, several words occur that
reverse the normal pattern, Thye are for the most part foreign

borrowings,

(iii) CLV sequences are disyllabic CVCV sequences in which, in rapid
speech, the vowel of the lst syllable is not heard, i.e. C(V)LV. This
happens mostly in those sequences where the vowels of the 2 syllables

1 . ~ . ,
are the same. The 'missing' vowel is present in slow speech.

(iv) In this course, the tone of the lst syllable is marked on the C
unit when the reduced form CLV is recorded, but marked on the V unit
if the full form is used.

Drill 67: Repeat. These are the reduced forms used in rapid speech.
Group the nouns and verbs by number of syllables and tones.

1. ablé, 'corn’ 2. oblanyod. 'young man'’
3. 106f13 1¢ élik{; 'the bird flew' 4. trema, ‘cowrie'
5. f1°, "hole' 6. mlu, *dust’

‘ /




11.

13.

mlé - 'law' 8. ml3. 'early'
AnEdra, 'they are big' 10. arémé. 'good fortune'
d¥ra. 'market, price' 12. étfwré. "fist'

-ml3, "laughter' 14. klx. 'spirit'

Drill 68: Repeat. These are the full forms used in slow speech.

1. amitdla dzemd 'They are sitting there.' 2. nmele. 'bell’
3. Efil1 kodydo. 'He blew out his breath,' 4, hi{ld, 'sun’

5. etsuru, 'red’ 6. qwﬁlﬁmf, 'star'
7. Ele selem3. 'He knows how to swim.'

LESSON TWENTY THREE

Dialogue: Food

a.

MZnT abadyé gbeke nfe.
'What will we have for dinner?’

7’ ! ~ :U 4 N ’, J-
. Abaaye k®mi ke flta ke kénay.

'We will have kenkey and pepper and fried fish.'

[ '
MEEba. Nokloklo be?
'"Why? 1Is there nothing else?’

o . 4 ' . . .
. Wonl ye dzéme, [T mdko bé ni baili fufui.

'"There is soup, but there is no one to pound fufu.'

. M3kpa ml13~ md ni miyafi.

'1'11 close early then and go and do it.'

’ 4 P ; < L N o~ \
. 0d. Efée noko. K¢ dsim33 kenay 1é, dbadny? dke k3mt 1¢ ayé wond le.

'Oh. 1t doesn't matter. If you don't like the fried fish, you
can eat the soup with the kenkey.'

Vocabulary
1. kéné"- 'fried fish' 7. ﬁ. "but '
2. kém%- 'kenkey' 8. f{. 'to pound:
3. nEiba. "why?! 9. bén, 'not to be'
4. nékloklo. 'something else' 10. fufui. 'fufu'
5. wénG. "soup' 11. kpd. 'to close from work'
6. mcko- 'someone’ 12. mé- "then'

to
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Notes

1. Food: 'Kenkey', made from maize, is the staple food of the Gas.
T P |
Fufui’, made from tubers such as yam and cassava, is another

favorite dish. Some other standard Ga dishes are:
a) fufdi: related to fufui.
b) dzidzf: related to fufui.

c) kpékple: made from maize; a ceremonial dish for the Homowo
festival.

d) kéleéwele: fried plantain chips, eaten like American potato
chips or English potato crisps.

e) tatale: fried plantain tarts.

Ga soup contains fish and meat as well as beans, etc. The pepper
sauce eaten with kenkey and fried fish is very hot.

2. Verbs: The Future Tense:

(i) A verb in the Future tense is marked by the prefix baa-.

(ii) With the 1st person singular pronominal prefix, the future tense
prefix is ba-.

(iii) The succession of 1lst person singular pronominal prefix and
future tense prefix, miba-, has a reduced variant ma- which occurs
more frequently than the full form.

Drill 69: Repeat. Future tense forms are underlined.

1. ¥ni abadyé gbek: néé. 'What will we eat tonight?'

2. Abadye k3mi ke fito ke kén’én° 'We will eat kenkey and pepper and
fried fish.'

3. Moko b€ ni géééi>fﬁfui. '"There is no one to pound fufu.'

4. EEEBE ml3. 'I will close early.'

s J
5. Obadny? dke kImI le aye won® 1¢. 'You can eat the soup with the kenkey.'

6. ﬁé;i fufui wo. 'I will make fufu tomorrow.'

7. NG 12 baénxé bo. 'The man will hate you.'

8. Ebadyd dzidzi. 'He will eat dzidzi.'

9. Nim3 bad[I keléwdle éh3 1:. '"who will fry kelewele for him?'
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10. Maj? ent eko m3h3 1t. 'I will leave some of this for him.'

Drill 70: 1Insert the Future tense forms in the sentences below.

l. E dhe. (pild) 'He will hurt himself.'

2. M{ bo GH. (tsﬁ) 'I shall send you to Accra.'
(Give both forms)

>- Kefi nye. (1aka) 'Kofi will deceive you. '

Y N /1
i k3mI gbéke n€€. (ye) 'I shall eat kenkey tonight.'
(Give both forms)

I~
.
=
=

, A o2l
5. ML dzémg gbeke ug€. (ba) ‘I shall come there tomight.'
(Give both forms)

6. Té 2 tEen. (feé~) 'What will you do?'

7. 0 ca? (ya) 'You will go to Accra?'

8. Mi 1¢ s3ne. (bi) 'I will question him.'
(Give both forms)

LESSON TWENTY FOUR

Verbs: The Negative Aorist tense

1. A verb in the Negative Aorist tense is marked by high pitch, in the
form of High or Mid tone, and by lengthening of the final V unit of the
root, represented orthographically with an extra V symbcl. Depending
upon the style of speech, the lengthening may be considerable.

2. The Negative Aorist tense is in meaning the negative equivalent of
the Positive Past, Progressive and Habitual tenses.

Drill 71: Repeat,

1. A. Oomile. B. Mimilee-. A. 'You are lying.' B. 'I am not lying.'
2. A. Ole 4ké dmiled? A. 'Do you know that you tell lies?'
B. Mimilee. B. 'I do not lie.'
3. A. Omile bhd m} ny?. A. 'You lied to me yesterday.'
B. Mimdleen. B. 'T did not lie.'
4. Tst 14 edha~. "The room is not big enough.'
5. Yoo 10 kuwee '"The woman didn't look.'

L4




6. Miyéa\, nl mibii 1¢ noké hii. 'I am not going, and I am not asking
him anything either.'

’ 1] N .
7. BE okee noko? 'You didn't say anything, did you?'
. ~m  wd ‘ ~e
8. M3ni tslid nIT le, eyée nifi. '"He who does not work, does not eat.'

Drill 72. Repeat.' Negative Aorist tense forms are underlined.

1. Gbékébi{ 1¢ bii 1& sine. 'The children did not question him.'

2. Gbékdbil 1¢ egbde t3nt3n 1é. 'The children did not kill the mosquito.'

3. Kodzd baa qmgné. 'Kojo did not come today.'
4. GbZm3 14 dzwlny kwlaa. 'He is an out and out fool!'
’ 1
5. Gb3m3 le tsakde enifdém3. 'The fellow did not change his behavior.'

Drill 73: 1Insert the Negative Aorist tense forms of the verbs in the following

sentences.

1. Kof{i nyé. (14ka) 'Kofi was not deceiving you.'

1 s %
2. Mi dzém€ gbeké né€. (ba) 'I am not coming there tonight.'

3. E ml sine. (bi) 'She did not ask me anything.'

4. Koff misdne. (sUm3) 'Kofi does not like me.'

5. Kof{i sigaréeti. (j%le) 'Kofi does not smoke cigarettes.'

6. Mi le. (ydéo) 'I did not recognise her.'

7. E ~. (fé) 'she did not cry.'

LESSON TWENTY FIVE

Nouns formed from Verbs

Nouns formed from Verbs may or may not have Plural forms corresponding
to their Singulars.

1. Gerunds:

(i) One type of noun, Gerunds, may be derived from Verbs by the addition
of a suffix, with or without front-shifting of the Nominal Object of the
Verb. '

(ii) For polysyllabic and monosyllabic High tone Verbs the suffix

is -m2.
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(iii) For monosyllabic Low tone Verbs, the suffix is the same as the V
unit of the root (i.e. the vowel of the root is phonetically lengthened.)

Examples:

from polysyllabic Verbs, without frontshifting of a Nominal Obiect:

beéx, 'to sweep' beémé- 'sweeping’

dzodN, 'to bless' dzo5m3. 'blessing'

sole. "to pray’ solem3. 'prayer’

dzwer, "to think' dzw&nm3, "thinking; thought'

from multisyllabic Verbs, with frontshifting of Nominal Object:

N '
wié G3I. 'to speak Ga' GAwiém3. 'speaking Ga'
t
feé efé. 'to do evil' éféfeém3. '"doing evil; sinning’

from monosyllabic High tone Verbs, with or without frontshifting of

Object:

. 1]
bi s¥ne., 'to ask a question' s3nebim3. 'questioning;
interrogation'
’ )
di., "to be black' dim3. 'blackness’
1
dzé. "to insult (someone)' dzém3, "insult'

from monosylliabic Low tone Verbs, with or without frontshifting of Object:

gbe gb%m3. 'to kill a human' gb3m3gbee. 'homicide; murder’
jﬁg- 'to boast' jﬁEE, "boasting'

le nit. "to know' nlze. 'knowledge'

ba. 'to come' baa. 'coming'

(iv) the -m3 suffix is subject to tonal assimilation: it has mid tone only
when in contact with a high tone, low tone when in contact with any other
tone.

(v) multisyllabic Verbs in which the final syllable is m% reduce
this syllable to a V unit before the gerundial suffix -m3:

dam3 IT. "to stand' J1d33n?. 'standing’
~ 1 ~
simZ, "love sT3m?%. "love'
< ; 1 ] s~ ~ 1 . H
wams. crawl waamd, crawling



2. Other Gerunds, Abstract and Cognate Nouns:

(i) Abstract Nouns may be derived from certain monosyllabic Verbs by

suffixing -1le.

(ii) Gerunds, Cognate Nouns and other Abstract Nouns may be derived from
certain other monosyllabic Verbs by suffixing -le or equivalent suffixes,
with or without word-internal changes.

ti. "to be thick' t{1¢, "thickness'

fa 'to be plenty' £41¢. 'abundance’
gbo. "to age' gbole. 'age'

ye yele. 'to eat yam’ yele yéli. 'yam festival'
1a. "to sing' 141a. 'song'

ghd. "to die' gbéle. 'death'

bé 'to quarrel' béi. ‘quarrel’

3. Agent Nouns:

Agent Nouns may be derived from Verbs by suffixing ~10, with or without
frontshifting of a Nominal Object:

1"' dzu.

gbe gbZmZ.

'to steal' dzulo, "thief'

'to kill a human' gbXm3gbelo. 'homicide; murderer’

dzo foi. 'to run a race' foidzelo- 'runner’

LESSON TWENTY SIX

Verbs: The Negative Future Tense

(i) A Verb in the Negative Future tense is marked by the suffix --
as well as high pitch in the root.

(ii) The -n suffix is tonally assimilated similarly to o:her suffixes:
it has low tone when in contact with a low, mid when in contact with a higl or

mid tone,

(iii) Verb roots of tonal Classes Monosyllabic II (Low) and Disyllabic
ITI (Low-High) have in the Negative Future tense an extra marker, the
prefix é-. The class prefix é- does not occur together with a pronominal

prefix to the root.

Drill 74: Repeat.

1. Gbobilo néé egbéq kooloo ko kooloo ko.
. 'This hunter will not kill any animal.'
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2. Mibi} le ndko.
'l shall not ask him anything.'

3. Mikwéﬁ, nl 1le hé edwé%.
'T will not climb, and he will not climb either.'

4. Gbobiloi néé egbeéd, nokénoko.
'"These hunters will not kill anything.'

5. Mibaﬁ odzeme 1é gbeke née.
'I will not come to your place tonight.'

6. Ké efeé n3k3y 1%, eléf nokonokéd.
'If shc behaves that way, she will not learn anything.'

7. Wowdy, keyafi ny&badba.
'We will not sleep till you come.'

Erill 75: Repeat.

1. Otse sim34 ni ofée nik3T.
'Your father will not like you to do that.'
’ 1
2. Ekase?, nit mEné?
'Will she not study today?'
3. Adzkd ehdoh nil nm¥nd.
'Adzorkor will not cook today.'
, PSS ‘ ! s ~ L!
4. Ké nyZb3T n3m3 1le, mikpitdy.
"If you start fighting, I will not intervene.'
5. NI¥315{ 1 tsakén ofikd 1e.
"The petty-traders will not change your money.'

6. Eydor, bo kokooko.
'He will never recognise you.'

Drill 76: 1Insert the Negative Future tense forms in the sentences
below.

’ s 1
1. O ci nmén€? (ya) 'Will you not go to Accra today?'

2. Erd 1< le. (ff) 'His wife will not leave him.'

3. A le. (gbe, II) ‘'He will not be killed.'

4. Kapinta 14 2he. (pild) 'The carpenter will not hurt himself.'

5. E 6Mk4 1¢. (fite) 'He will not waste your money.'

6. NEmET nfY ye bié. (ye, III) 'Who will not eat here?'
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7. Mantsé 1é nd he. (wié) 'The chief will not talk about that
subject.'

LESSON TWENTY SEVEN

Verbs: The Perfect Tense

’

(i) With noun subjects a Verb in the Perfect tense is marked by the prefix e-.

(ii) The Perfect tense prefix does not occur with a pronominal
prefix; womdlé. 'We have lied.'

(iii) Pronominal prefixes to Perfect tense Verbs have high tone.

Drill 77: Repeat,

1. Emile. 'He has told lies.'

2. NGE 18 emile. 'The man has told lies.'

3. 11t 1¢ emile. '"The men have told lies.'

4. Esdle. 'He has prayed.'

5. 0s3fo  1& esdle. "The priest has prayed.'

6. 0s3f61 1¢& esdle. '"The priests have prayed.'

7. Etsake. 'He has changed.'

8. Opapa ebl mi s3né lé. 'Your father has asked me about the case.'
9. Opapa eplla ehe. 'Your father has hurt himself.'
10. Omini ebote fié le. 'Your mother has gone into the house.'

Drill 78: Repeat.
1. Mikal bo, ii bo 1& okali mi.
'I haVe remembered you, but you do not remember me.'

2. Kodzd ebd bie?
'Has Kodzo come here?'

3. NEgb: Amd etee.
'Where has Ama gone?'

4, Em3 éfd yt Kole Bu.
'His wife has given birth to a baby at the Korle Bu Hospital.'

5. Té ofeé 1é tEe~.
'What have you done with her?'
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6.

{ N ~n-:u!n !
Agbo ye am& 13 le.
'There” is a death in their house.'

Drill 79: 1Insert the Perfect tense forms of the Verbs in the sentences:

1.

as

£ ’ ! N ~
0 kpdbdziém3 1t he? (nl) 'Have you heard about the outdoor-
ing?'

Daab{. NZm3 ? (f%) 'No. wWho has had a baby?'

1
Wénd 1¢ . (be) ‘The soup is cooked.'

. Nam?Z (fé 1¢. (bété) ‘Who has gone into the house?'

Adz3kd dhadé 1¢ fze. (tsmB) 'Adzorkor has peeled all the
cassava. '

BSta 1é . (fire) 'The butter has gone rancid.'

Kodzé mdq n€€ min waa. (slim¥) 'Kodzo has fallen in love
with this town.'

LESSON TWENTY EIGHT

Verbs: The Negative Perfect tense

(i) A Verb in the Negative Perfect tense is marked by the suffix -kb,
well as high pitch in the root.

(ii) The tone of the suffix -kd is always low.

(iii) The negative class-marking prefix é- occurs in this tense (cf.
Lesson 25, note iii).

Drill 80: Repeat.

1.

20

NOE 1& bikd mokomoko ndké.

"The man has not asked anyone anything.'

s 1
Gbobilo nEé egbékd kooloo ko kooloo ko
'This hunter has not killed any animal.'

M{bikd le ndko.
"~ 'I have not asked him anything.'

s 1
Gbobiloi né€ egbékb nékdnoksd.
'These hunters have not killed anything.'

Miyekd kélewdle Stsi néé.
'l have not eaten kelewele this week.'

Ewlekd amEhe é£374.
'"He hasn't said one bad word about them.'
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LESSON TWENTY-EIGHT

‘ Drill 81: Repeat.
, I3 - AI'
1. Ekdsekd niI nméné? 'Has he not studied today?'
2. Skdubii 14 ekdsekd aménil 1&7 'Have the pupils not studied today?'
1
3. Adz3k) ehdkd wénd 1. 'Adzorkor has not cooked the soup.'
L. NTh33151 14 tsakdkd éfiké 1d. "The vendors have not changed your
money. '
5. Ey6okd bo 1dlo. 'She has not recognised you yet.'
6. NUU 1¢ gblekd miblé 1¢. '"The man has not ground my corn into
= flour.'
7. Kofi srekd d&3. 'Kofi has never swum.'
8. Hwiski étdkd le d3d. 'He has never been drunk on whisky.'

Drill 82: Insert the Negative Perfect tense forms of the verbs in the following
sentences.

1. E-3 14 le. (ff) 'His wife has not left him.'
2. A 1&.  (gbe) 'He has not been killed.'
‘ 3.0 ca r‘méné\? (ya) 'Have you not been to Accra today?'
soN 1 ’

4. Nam3 wdlo kwlaa mmeng. (kEné) 'Who has not read a book at
all today?'

5. E bfiké l¢. (fite) 'He has not squandered your money.'

6. Martsé 14 ndhe. (wié) 'The chief has not talked about that.'

7. Kapintd 1¢ ¢he. (pild) 'The carpenter has not hurt himself.

’ [
8. Mf waa nék& d3%. (wolo) 'I have never coughed so badly.'

LESSON TWENTY-NINE

Dialogue: Seeing the Sights.

A: Gbaa ml n3ni nyéfeé nyé. 'Tell me what you did yesterday.'

B: Wifée nokd ts3. wtfré fi ke ke 'We didn't do anything much. We
ketee aklowd 1¢. only strolled to the viilage,'

s 1 ’

A: ;méné 1¢, ny€yda G& md. 'Today, go to Accra.’

B: Ehég, wobadyd Bank, ni eyadzie 'Yes, we shall go to the Bank, so
'riké. Keké 14 wdtee Kdt, ke that he can withdraw money. And then

. Laibre, k&Kole Bd hi. we shall go to the Court, the Library

and Korle Bu Hospital.'



A: WS 14, k& 1c 4bA Temd ni ebakwe 'Tomorrow, bring him to Tema to see

haabd 14. the harbour.'

B: Yoo. 'Okay. "
Vocabulary

gba . "to narrate' keke » 'only'

rra 1. ‘to take a walk' aklowd - 'village'

Notes

1. The places mentioned in the dialogue are interesting sights in Accra.

Tema is east of Accra.

2. Verbs: The Direct Imperative.

(iii)

Drill 83: Repeat.

6.

7.

8.

9.

(i) The Direct (2nd person) Imperative Positive Singular of monosyllabic
verbs is marked by tonal pattern (High for Class I and III roots,
Low-High--with the rise on the lengthened vowel of the root--

for Class II roots).

(ii) The Direct Imperative Positjve Singular of polysyllabic verbs

is marked by the suffix

The Direct Imperative Positive Plyral is marked by (a) the 2nd

person plural pronominal prefix ny€& - together with (b) the suffix

-d.

(iv) The -a suffix is subject to tonal assimilation as are other
suffixes. The 2nd person plural pronominal prefix has high tone

in this context.

B{ 1¢ heni edze.
Yad cfisi 1¢.

Nngié le héni edze.

. Nyfyxa &fis{i 14.

’ -1
. Kaném* lete nie.

NyZkdnea 1étei 148,
FeémS oya.

Nyéféé oya.

KEétem5 1&.

Direct Imperative Positive forms are underlined.

'Ask him where he is from.'
'Go to the office.’
'Ask him where he is from,'
'Go to the office.’

'Read this letter.'

'Read the letters.'

Hurry up.

'Hurrz up.

'Stick close to him.'
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S o~ & 1 -
10. Ed wo leébl. Coie tomorrow morning. '

7’
~ N £ ~ I3 . 4 ] N .
11. Nyfbaa Sfis{ 1¢ we 12ébi. Come to the office tomorrow morning.'
12. Gbllem™ mi. "Rub me,
’
3. Some verb roots end in -mS. When this ending is replaced

by the Twperative singular suffix the root vowel is doubled.

Drill 84 and 85: Repeat.

1. Daamo f% diny. (dAmD) 'Stand st1ill.'

2. NyEdam33 [T fido. (d3n) 'Wait a little.'

3. Waam® misée. (wam3) 'Scrateh my back.'

4. NyFwimda ny&nddzi ahe. (wam3) 'Scrarch your legs.'

5. ;ﬁém5 akutul eny%. (gém%) 'Peel ctwo oranges.'

6. Ts3¥m3 émédéé le he. (ts3mI) 'Pe¢l the plantain.'

7. L3dm® 12 fwﬁné ke gbike. (16mé) 'Curse him afternoon ari evening.'
8. Tséémﬁ bkpléq 1€ n3. (tsﬁmé) 'Wipe the top of the table.’

LESSON THIRTY

Verbs: The Direct Imperative Negative.

(i) The Direct (2nd person) Imperative Negative Singular is marked
by the prefix kad-. e. g. kadbi. 'Don't ask'

(ii) The Direct Imperative Negative Plural is marked by (a) the suffix
-a, (b) the prefix kd- immediately before the verb root, (c) the 2nd
person plural pronoun prefix nyé-. e. g. nyZkabia. 'Don't ask'

(iii) The =-a suffix is subject to tonal assimilation, as with other
suffixes. The two prefixes have high tone.

Drill 86: Insert the Direct Imperative Positive forms of the verbs in
the sentences.

1. 1¢ sdné 1¢ fES. (gba) (S) 'Tell him the whole story.'
2. 1€ egbél. (bf) (S) 'Ask him his name.’

3. 1¢ s3né 1¢& f€€. (gba) (P) 'Tell him the whole story.'
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

12 n3£EEn?.

3h3 mi.

7’ N
nyeh3dd wo.
mimd 1& he.

féetii 1¢ ane.

~4
nii.

[ R

’
~
Nlil.

(bi)
(sole)

(sole)

(dzd1le)

ny&wodzi 14.

hé.

dqua

(dzdle)

(kasé)
(kasé)
(k3nd)
(kind)
(gim¥)
(feé™)

(tad)

Drill 87: Insert the Direct Imperative
blank spaces pelow.

(P) 'Ask him about everything.'
858 Yy g

(s) 'Pray for me.'

(®) 'Prax for us.'

(S) 'Rinse the cloth.'
(P) 'Rinse the shirts.'
(s) 'Study hard.'

(P) 'Study hard.'

(S) 'Read.’
(P) 'Read your books.'

(S) 'peel it.'
(S) 'Be quiet.'

(P) 'Look for it.'

Negative forms of the verbs in the

1. (feé~) (S)
2. nakii (feéN) (P)
3. (ba) (s)
4. — (ba) (P)
5. 1¢ (bf) (s)
6. fiké. (fite) (S)
7. fiké pii. (fite) (P)
8. min ddnn.  (mid) (s)
9. min ts¥.  (mid) (p)
10. (gbla) (P)
LESSON THIRTY-ONE
. Enclitics of Emphasis and Sympathy.

(i) The Enclitic of Emphasis is
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insistence or warning to the utterance. The use of the Enclitic of
Emphasis after a word ending in a2 high tone involves .

. (i1) The Enclitic of Sympathy is 67", or &b. It implies that the
speaker's attitude is one of sympathy or familiarity.

Drill 88: Repeat.

1. B4. "Come!' 6. Kadya ée. 'Don't go, whatever
' it is:'

2. Banée. Be sure you come!' 7. Kofin ée. 'Remember Kofi!'

3. 04 o, "Come for sure.' 8. Kof{ o’. 'Kofi, alas:'

4. Kpdo. An expression of sympathy 9. MI ni é&. 'It's me, indeed!’

5. Kpdd &'. 'Sorry, to be sure.' 10. M nT &4. 'It's me, alas.'

Drill 89: Make the following sentences more insistent, using the Enclitic
of Emphasis.

1. Eeba. 'He is coming:' 4., Ebadfée gbeyei! 'It will be spec-
.. tacular.'
2. N33 1le. 'Here she is.'
5. Oyddya. "Quickly.'
. 3. Cbeé 1&! 'Mind the dog!'
Make the following sentences more sympathetic, using the Enclitic of
Sympathy.
6. Akd: nokd. 'Take heart.'
7. Efée nokd. "It doesn't matter.'
8. Emami ni gbé 1¢. 'It was his mother that died.'
9. Kadbd. 'Don't come.'
10. Oydoyd. '"Quickly.'

LESSON THIRTY-TWO

I. Verbs: The Indirect Imperative and Consecutive tenses, Positive and
Negative.

(i) The Indirect Imperative tenses are marked by high tone in the pro-
nominal prefixes of the verb.

(ii) An Indirect Imperative verb with a Nominal subject has a high-toned
prefix 4-.




(iii) An Indirect Imperative Negative verb has an additional high-toned
prefix -kd- occurring immediately before the verb root.

(iv) When the Indirect Imperative tense marks the second verb in a
serial verb structure of keeN 'to say' (or certain other verbs) and
another verb, it is called here the Ccnsecutive tense. The Consecutive
tense occurs with Nominal and Pronominal subjects of all types.

(v) In the first person singular Positive, a Consecutive tense verb
following s{im¥ ‘'to like' (and certain other verbs) is identical in
form with the Permissive or the reduced Future tense.

Drill 90: Repeat. Indirect Imperative and Consecutive forms are under-
lined.

1. Ekeé obd. 'He said you should come.'

2. Ekeé okabi. 'He said you should not come.'

3. Mibi 1&? 'Should I ask him?'

4., Mikabi 1&? 'Should I not ask him?"'

5. Wotde., WAvA. .'Let's pol' 'Let's go!'

6. Wikayd. "Let us not go.'

7. EEBQ. - '"Let him stop!''

8. MZni £&d a1t 14 ¢ékpa. 'Whoever's doing that should stop.'
9. Eke€ mikpa widm3. 'He said I should stop talking.'

10. Ekeé mikakpa wiéms. 'He said I should not stop talking.'

Drill 91: Repeat. Indirect Imperative and Consecutive forms are under-
lined.

1. Gbékébil 1e ayé il mia. '"The children should eat early.'

2. Amad ahdo nit 1¢. 'Ama should do the cooking.'

3. Amked hif 14 EEEIE m¥7 1¢ mi-. 'They said the men should not leave town.'
4. AmZked okawle dAX. '‘They said you should not speak yet.'

5. Mikeé Qﬂiii' '{ said you should speak.'

6. Oke¢ akawle G&? 'Did you say no one should speak Ga?'

7. Kodzé k&é nyfwile cH pé. 'Kodzo said you should speak only Ga.'

8. Atse 1¢ ah3 ml. 'He should be sent for to see me.'
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~ e e 1
Y, Estim3T mala. He does not want me to sing.

10. Estim™% m3fden. 'He likes me to do it.'

IT1. The Permissive Tense.

(i) The Permissive tense marks the verb following h3 'to let' in
a double verb structure. 1Its markers are the same as those of the Con-
secutive tense after sim® 'to like.'

(ii) The Permissive tense is positive, but ha can be Positive or
Negative. The two verbs have different subjects.

(iii) When following a Direct Imperative Plural, the Permissive tense
is also marked by the- a suffix. The a- prefix of Nominals does not

occur when the Permissive tense follows a Negative Direct Imperative.

Drill 92: Repeat. Permissive tense forms are underlined.

1. H3 mdya. 'Let me go.'

2. Nyfhad miyia. 'Let me go.'

3. Nyéhﬁé migbea tod 1¢. 'Let me slaughter the sheep.'
4. HE ebi 1¢. 'Let him ask him.'

5. HA ggéﬁg min. 'Let them come in.'

6. Nyéhﬁé wovaa. "Let us go.'

7. Kadh3d wiladdze. 'Don't lead us astray.'

8. Kaahi efd. 'Don't let her cry.'

9. NyCkah3i eféd nakif. 'Don't let him do that.'

v I 1 ~
10. Ny€had gbek?bii 1¢ abda mi{n33. 'Let the children come unto me.'

11. Nyékahzg h3n3 yea gbékébii 14. 'Don't let the children go hungry.' ;

12. Kadh3 ndd 12 wié pii. 'Don’t let the man talk a lot.'

13. Kadh3 awié pii. '"Don't allow a lot of talking.' j

14. Nyékahgé awiea pii. 'Don't allow a lot of talking.' %

15. NyFkah#3 ndd 12 wied pii. 'Don't let the man talk a lot.' é
H
q

Drill 93: Insert Indirect Imperative or Consecutive temnse forms of the
verbs in these sentences.

e sy

1. 127 (tsé) 'Should I call him?' ;

e —— ettt




2. ame? (tsé)
3. Amlked . (ya)
4. Amikee déqq. (va)
5. Nim3 sum3 efikd. (fite)
6. Estm3% ebi 14, (sole)
7. : (tee; ya)
8. pli ts¥. (£0)
9. NUE 1& keé ()
niT leébl nee.
10. Gminmi mdko nékd (b1)
dij.

sentences.

]..

2.

. Ny

. NGE 1d sTm3 2bi

’

H3 bd sine. (bi)

Kadhi loyd 12 by (bi)
s3ne.

naz (14)

. NyFhik . (ya)

Nyékahié nyfweb{l (&)

nye gbéyei.

(sole)
1€.

NG 14 h3E 2bi 1d.(sole)

. MEh3 ds3fd 14 mi (wo)

'Shouldn't I call them?'

'They said you should go.'

'They said you should not go again.'

'Who likes throwing his money away?'

'He does not want me to baptise his
child.'

'Let us go.

'She should not weep too much.'

'The man said you should do some
writing this morning.'

'Your mother should not ask anyone
anything yet.'

Drill 94: Insert Permissive or Consecutive tense forms of the verbs in these

'Let me ask you one question.'

'Don't let the lawyer question you.'

'Let us sing.'

'Let us_go.

'Don't make your followers fear
you.'

'The man does not want his child
to be baptised.'

'"The man did not allow his child
to be baptised.

'T will let the priest crown me

'I will not allow a priest to
crown me king.'

m3r tse. king.'
9. MihZ’ os3fd mi (wo)
ma- tse.
LESSON THIRTY THREE
I. The Numeral System.

(i) Numerals greater than 'ten'
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mulciple of 10, ke 'and', and a uumeral from 1 to 9. From 11 to 16, i
ke is tonally assimilated to mid.

' 11 ny?)rlmé ke‘z ekomé .
16 ny5qmé ké ekpla.
19 nySHmé ke nEEhé. z
(ii) There are single-word nouns for 'hundred' and 'thousand.' Other {
multiples of ten are phrases. §
£
21 ny3qmé% eny% ke ékomé, g
57 ny3nmé{ enﬁm3 ke kpawo: %
H
99 ny3nmaY nZZhd k& nethi- ?
100 oha. %
115 ohd 1& nySqmé ké entim3. :
227 ohdl eny% (ke) nyﬁnmé% eny% ke kpawo -
1,000 akpé -
1,001 akpé k& ékomé -
‘ 50,000 akpél nyﬁqméé entim3 «
200,000 akpél ohdl eny¥.

gnglish expressions for numbers, and for measurements of time and

space, are used by most Ga speakers, :
3
II. Time on the Clock. b

(i) The most common expressions are those for hours and minutes.

nmle, =medzi. 'hour', 'hours'
miniti ( wllnti)- 'miaute’

Dialogue

A: MiZbe obadbd. 'When will you come?'

B: Mé&pa nyégmﬁ ké Sny%, hewd 14 "I shall close at 12, therefore I

méJé dzeme nySrma ké eny5 ke f4. shall get there at 12:30.'
A: Mikpa nihle komé, ni mAwo taksi, 'I shall close at one and I shall
‘ hewd 14 micséd ts. take a taxi, therefore I chall be ;

there soon after.' {
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B: Obadyd nitslim3 fwané\?

A: Ehég, abadbd abawo ml nmedzi
ény3J.

B: Ké doya 14, ml kebo badya mZ.

(ii) quméitswaa 'fleeting moment'
English word 'second',

'Will you go to work in the after-
noon? '

'Yes, they will come for me at two.'

'Then when you are going, you can
give me a ride back.'

is sometimes used to translate the

LESSON THIRTY FOUR

1. Tonal Classes: Polysyllabic Verbs.

Few Verb roots in Ga are more than two syllables long. Even
these few behave morphologically like the disyllabic roots with which
they compare tonally if account is taken only of their initial and final

syllables, e. g.:

Class II: pild

laddze. 'to lose'; 'to get lost'

Class IIT: tsdké

strdy. 'to become unruly'

bérké. 'to be near' f1ikl. ‘'to fly'

ddrkd. 'to swagger' did33. 'to stagger'; 'to reel'
pentd. "to paint' yé¥ro, 'to worry seriously’
I1. Tonal Classes: Polysvllabic Nouns.

In the same way, polysyllabic noun roots are tonally identifiable
with the disyllabics corresponding te them in initial and final tonmes.

High-High: (frema. 'cowrie'

t3,t3n. 'mosquito’
High-Mid: nménthlo. ‘'wooden plank'
didéi. 'mudfish’

High-Low: dtatu. ‘'cloud'

ddkumi. 'ostrich'
Low-High: aspdatré. 'shoe'
adesd. 'story'

plekod. 'nail'

$§rdwa. 'lightning'
abénda. 'lemon'
ddes¥. 'human being'
ySom¥. 'camel'
kaqkﬁlé. "hare'

duadé. ‘'cassava'
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nkomd. 'sorrow’ kwafié. "fool'

. Low-Low:  and3nd. 'spider' kwaabuste. 'rainbow'
kpaakpo. 'lake' marke . "midnight'
ad3d3-. "fly'

Drill 95: Repeat.

1. Bénkémd wo. 'Draw closer to us.'
2. Odekai 1¢& elddzekod; akéba. 'Your boxes are not lost; they have
) . arrived.
3. NUU 12 yadp&nté tsu 1l he. '"The man is going to paint the building.'
~ s ‘ ~d . .
4. NGl 1¢ badpenté fla 4. '"The man will paint the house.'
5. Sro adeésd, ni sro adesd. 'Human being is different from story.'
6. Mitdny? anddnu sine. 'I will tell you a spider story.'
£ ‘ ;P _
7. Blemda 1¢, trema™ dzi jika 'In the olden days, cowries were used
ni ayeod. as money.
3. T%,t3:, yeo ye G2 fe Kumdise. 'Accra suffers more from mosquitoes

‘ than Kumasi.'

LESSON THIRTY FIVE

Dialogue: Dress

A: MEni mamds Dedé bd. 'What was Dede wearing?'
B: Ebu ago yér futta, ni ewo 'She wore pure white velver, sith
kebafééti wuSfd, a yellow blouse.
a1 s £ . r‘- rd .
Ekuenii ke toianii ke nlneJlnli Her necklace, earrings and bracelet
1& f2z 14 I kdye+, fi dwo wadgd  were all silver, but her ring was
Il katdru. 2old, !
A: NI Séwa hi? 'And Sowa?'
B: Ebdu mimd, ewo atalé. 'He did not wear cloth; :ie wore {Luropean)
clothes.
. Ewo siuti bldl, ni enmd tdl tsru. He wore a blue suit and red tie.
Espdarré dijf 1¢ kpleéo t3m? aydwa. His black shoes were as shiny a
brass.'
Vocabulary
‘ bi. 'to wear' ago. 'velvet' yér . 'white®
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futaa- 'very white' tofan{i. 'earrings'

WO . "to wear' ningfiniio 'bracelet'

kebafééti. "blouse’ fikéyeﬁ . 'silver'

wudfd, 'vellow' Iikétéru- 'gold'

kuenil . 'necklace’ wadgl - 'ring'

atalé, ‘clothes’ 7m3 ¢ 'to tie’
Notes

1. Indigenous Ghanaian dress is usually referred to with the native Ga
words (mdmd, kenté, tokotd, etc.), whilst European-style dress is
referred to with the borrowed words (silt, tdl, s3ndil, etc.).

2. Notice the different Verbs meaning 'to wear', depending upon the item

of dress:
bu: mama, fa{ to wear cloth, hat, etc.
wo: atalé, tokotd, ga to wear clothes, sandals, ring, etc.
om3: tdl, wdtsi to wear a tie, watch, etc.

3. Some colour words are:
édi’ . "black' étdru+ 'red' baaym3 . 'green'
éyer - 'white' wudfd. 'yellow' b1t » 'blue'

éndli- 'yellowish green'

LESSON THIRTY SIX

I. Phrasal Verbs:

(i) A Phrasal Verb is composed of a single verb and its complement
word of another class which together function as one verb. The comple-
ment is usually a Nominal object used with which the verb root
assumes a specialised meaning.

Verb Complement Phrasal Verb
1. dzo. 'to dance' foi. 'speed'; 'race'’ dzo foi. 'to run'
2. bo. toi - ‘ear' bo tof« 'to listen'



Verb Complement Phrasal Verb ]

. 3. kpd. 'to remove' fai. 'hat' kpa fafi. 'to beg'

4. nd. 'to sece' mébd. 'pity’ nd mébd. 'to show mercy'

(ii) Locative Nouns are the most frequent complements in phrasal

verbs.
5 ké, he . k3 hé. 'to persist’' :
6. gbe. he gbe he. 'to make a great effort.' it
7. to- he - to he. 'reply'; 'retort' J
’ ] r'l ! :
8. bi, jﬁf bi /1. "to ask after some-
one's health' K
9. da Ji da [1. 'to thank' )
10. nyié\. 711 nyi€ fiji. 'to undermine'’
11. bi. fifi' bi ITIE. 'to ask the meaning
hd ]
of
. ! ] 1
12. kwl n%. kwé n3. 'to take care of
4 . 4
. 13. t3- n3- t% n3. 'to wrong somecne’
14, |wé min. fwé mir . "to use lavishly'
15. bi miq- bi m%q. 'to ask for a de-
tailed explanation'
16. gbd. nad- gbd n3a. 'to worry someone'
17. gbe. n3g. gbe n3a. 'to finish'
18, ki Sec. kil sc¢e¢. '"to return'
19. kpe- s€€ - kpe see. 'to be late'
20. ksé. hig - kwé hi€. 'to expect'
21. k3. hiZ. k¥ hiZ. 'to covet'
22, wa. yi- wa yi. 'to be cruel to'

(iii) A few verbs collocate with occupational and other terms to form
phrasal verbs.

23. ye- mAntse . ye mdrtse. 'to be a chief or

. king'




25- ye‘
26. ye

27. ye:

29. bo.

30. bo:

sekd. 'madness’ ye scké. 'to be mad'

he - ye he. "to go scot-free'

n3 - ye n3. 'to oppress'

see- ye sce. ‘to deputise for'

hiz. bo hig. 'to reprove'

musy - bo musti. 'to break a taboo'
m3dZ 5y, bo mﬁdéqn. 'to make an effort'

II. Compound Verbs.

(1)

A Compound Verb is a verbal phrase consisting of two or more

Verbs which function together as a single verb. A Compound Verb may
be composed of single verbs, phrasal verbs, or both.

1st Verb 2nd Verb Compound Verb
1. hé. 'to take' ve. 'to eat' hé y&. 'to believe'
2. yer bud. ye bid., 'to help'
3. tsé f3. 'to throw' tsé f3. 'to throw away'
4. k3 to bite' f11. 'to blow air' k% fl1i. 'to forgive'
5. 13, fa n3 fa. 'to forgive'
6. gbe. 'to open up'’ Iwﬁg 'to scatter' gbe fwﬁ. 'to scatter all over'
7. tsi. 'to push' to. 'to hide' ts{ td. 'to postpone’
. (ii) Sources gf Compound Verbs include collocations with the verbs
ni. 'to get'; nyé. 'to be able'; hi. 'to give'; and ts33\. 'to show'
as well as verbs of motion.
8. ni. kwén. 'to look' nd kwdn., "to wish' 'to see'
9. nd feén. 'to do' nd feén. 'to wish' 'to do'
10. nye, feés. nyé feés. 'to be able to do'
11. nye: dzo foi- nyé dzd foi. 'to be able to run'
12. 71 stée. '"to leave hd- 1 s¢e hi. 'to leave a message
a message' for'; 'to leave a message with'
13. h3%.. 'to sell’  h3. h33 hd. 'to sell for'; 'to sell

to'
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14. wien. 'to speak ts3¥x. 'to teach' wié tsiow. 'to reason with'

cat g el VTR TR LIS UK 248 ¥ 3 G 2K s

15. dzo foi, 'to run' tee. 'to go dzo foi tee. 'to run to'

16. dze. 'to come from' ba. 'to come' dze ba. 'to arrive'

LESSON THIRTY SEVEN

Contonation Patterns: High Tone Verbs

(i) Contonation patterns are the tonal patterns of the verb
(root and affixes) in all its tenses. High tone verbs are those
verbs which have only high tones on their roots, e. g., bi. 'to ask',
mile. 'to tell lies.'

(ii) The tables below and in the Appendix show the contonation
patterns of High tone verbs when occurring with Noun subjects. The
tone of every syllable is marked. For polysyllabic roots, note
the number of high tones in the root. The sign of exclamation
indicates that the immediately succeeding high tone slips a semi-
tone lower to mid. The asterisk * means that the syllable is
tonally assimilable in ways described already for various suffixes,

TABLE V: CONTONATION PATTERNS OF HIGH TONE VERBS

Marker Root Marker

1 4

Past

Perfect

Progressive

Future

Habitual

Negat. Acrist

Negat. Perfect

Negat. Future

Imperat. Sing.

Imperat. Pl.

Neg. Imperat.

Neg. Tmperat.

Consecutive




Tense Marker Root Marker

N

Negat., Consec. dk

’ (2)

[SN

Permissive

"(iii) The table shows that a high tone verb has high tone in all
tenses, except the Perfect, where the tone is downstepped to mid after
the prefix.

Drill 96: 1Insert the required verb forms in the sentences below and
give the tones,
e. g. Kofi waa. (male) (Habitual)
Kof{ mdled waa. 'Kofi is a confirmed liar.'

1. MET édzwe 1¢ s3ne. (bi) (Past) 'Four people questioned him.'

2. Wotse adesi pl. (t3) (Habitual) 'Our father is good at telling
stories. '

3. Kofi . (pdsa) (Perfect) 'Kofi has lied.'

4. Nim3 1t. (gbdle) (Future) 'Who will rub her?'

5. Yoo ko . (f8) (Progressive) 'A woman is weeping.'

6. Sowa 1¢ fai. (kpd) (Neg. Future) 'Sowa will not beg him.'

'

7. Séwa 1¢ faf. (kpd) (Neg. Perfect) 'Sowa has not begged him.
8. Mokomoko . (f6) (Neg. Aorist) 'Egbody cried.'
9. Mokomoko 1. (£f8) (Neg. Aorist) 'Nobody cried for him.'

1

i0. Séwa gbéyei. (Jé) (Habitual) 'Sowa is faint-hearted.

Drill 97.

1. Oyoo déqq. (£5) (Neg. Future) 'Oyoo will not have another baby.'
2. 6n%dzi an3. (wéle) (Dir. Imperat. P1.) 'Raise your hands.'
3. 1¢. (bi) (pir. Imperat. P1l.) ‘Ask him.'

4, gbékébil 14. (tsé) (Dir. Imperat. Pl.) 'Ask the children.'
5. . (f6) (Neg. Imperat. Sing.) 'Don't weep.'

6. ye mihews. (£6) (Neg. Imperat. P1l.) 'Don't weep for me.'

7. Ekeé KOf{ . (14) (Consecutive) 'He said Kofi should sing.'
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8. Eked Sowa . (14) (Neg. Consecut.) 'He said Sowa should not sing.'

9. HA yds 1d 100. (hé) (Permissive Sing.) 'Let the woman buy fish.'

1
e

0. Nyehdd yel 1 1d0. (he) (Permissive Pl.) 'Let the woman buy

fish.'
(iv) Note, from the table, that in the Past and Habitual tenses,
che high toune verb root is downstepped to mid when the Verb is preceded

bv a Nominal subject with a final high-tone syllable.

Drill 98: Repeat.

1 N

1, (béke bl> erse dany efél nikift. 'A child asks his father before

\ he does that.'
2. Kofi mdle. 'Kofi lied.'

' '
3. Kof{ midlel. 'Kofi lies.'
4. Kofi mi3lee.. 'Kofi does not tell lies.'
5. Kofi mileko. 'Kofi has not lied.'

LESSON THIRTY EIGHT

I. High Tone Verbs: Contonation patterns with Pronominal prefixes.

A High tone verb with a pronominal subject prefix has the same
contonation pattern as with an independent nominal subject, except for
the following differences affecting prefixes. N

Forms of Prefixes

(i) In the Perfect tense, the tense-marking prefix é- 1is replaced
by the proneominal prefix. The two do not occur together.

(ii) In the Progressive tense, 2nd and 3rd person singular, the vowel of the
pronominal prefix is doubled replacing the tense-marker mii-

“4ii) In che non-reduced Future tense, the tense-marking prefix
bad- is reduced to bd- when following the lst person singular pro-
nominal prefix.

(iv) A tense-marking or any other co-occurring Verb prefix stands
immediately before the verb root and therefore between the pronominal

subject prefix and the verb root.

Tones of the Prefixes

(v) All pronominal subject prefixes have high tone in the Perfect
tense (for the 3rd person plural, initial syllable remains low) and in
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the Imperative Plural, Permissive, Positive and Negative Consecutive.

(vi) All pronominal prefixes have low tonme in the Past tense.

(vii) The lst person singular pronominal prefix mi- retains its
high tone in all other tenses. The Progressive tense-marking prefix
miT has high tone when co-occurring with the 1lst person singular
pronourt.

(viii) All other pronominal prefixes retain their low tones in all
other tenses,

Drill 99: Repeat.

1. Mitsd 1:. 'T have called him.'

2. Amild dzogbary. 'They sang well.'

3. Abi 1¢ egbél. '"He was asked his name.'

4. Oogbd &n3d. 'You are annoying him.'

5. MiTbi 1&. 'I send him greetings.'

6. WomiThi mdfZim3. 'We greet everyone.'

7. Mikpe wu 1¢. 'I'11 chew the bone.'

8. Miflte> fiké waa. 'T spend a lot of money.'

9. EtZ¥ adesi pi. 'He is good at telling stories.'

10. Miwaa l&, ni ewda mi. '1 d%d not help him, and he did not help
me.

Drill 100: Insert the high tone verbs required to complete the following:

1. 1& ndékd. (bf) (lst Sing. Neg. Perf.) 'I have not asked him
anything. '

4 ) ’
k& niT. (tsi) (3rd Pl. Neg. Fut.) 'They will not do such
work.'

[t &4

2. n

3. mdmd 1l¢ he. (dzdle) (Dir. Imperat. Sing.) 'Rinse the cloth.'
4, wd adesi. (té) (Dir. Imperat. Sing.) 'Tell us a story.'

5. ny%bii. (tsdse) (Dir. Imperat. P1.) 'Give vour children some
discigline.'

6. . (m3le) (Neg. Dir. Imperat. Sing.) 'Don't lie.'

7. . (£6) (Neg. Dir. Imperat. P1.) 'Don't cry.'
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8. En-d 1. (bi) (2 Sing. Comsec.) 'He said you should ask him.'

3, Ekeo le. (bi) (1 Sing. Neg. Consec.) 'He said I should not ask

. him.'

LA RPN L . .
10, Nychdn mis3né 1. (bi) (1 Sing. Permiss.) 'Let me ask my
question.'
iL. Contonation Patterns: Phrasal aud Compound Verbs

1he component parts of Phrasal and Compound verbs have the sanc
contonation patterns as in their independent occurrences.

orill 10:: Repeat. Identify the phrasal and compound verbds and their

renses .
1. Mijkpa v& rfai. 'I beg you.'

2, [4 ohé. '"Hurry up.'

3. Ekd he eefed lolo. '"He is still doing it.'

4. Adzua bil mif% daa. 'Adzua visits me always.'

5. Okpako le II 1810\7 'Haven't you seen through him yet?'
6. Wohée 12 woyéeN, 'We do not believe him.'

-, Mind 1 mikwés. 'T wish I cculd see him.'

] "1 wish I were he.'

LESSON THIRTY NINE

Dialogue: To the Beach

A: Witée wiyawu qfac 'Let's go for a swim in the sea.'
B: Ye nigbt. "Where?'

A: Ye Laa n/<¢ 12 nad. ‘At Labadi Beach.'

B: Wokecso dyd nI dkéyaye odii. ‘Let's take a surfboard with us to

do some surf riding.'

A: Wobaany? wike wolemél 14 'We could also go and help the
ayagbla ac<rd hi. fishermen to pull in the dragnet.'
3. Aldo woyatsa kadd ye eréfi 'Or dig up crabs at the Kpeshi
1¢ n3i. Lagoon.'




Vocabularx

wi. 'to do sea-bathing' adr¥. ‘'dragnet'

~

_ ' '
T}J\)‘ sea

gblas 'to pull'

négbl. 'where?' tsas 'to dig'
cdii- 'surf-riding'
NOTES

I. Some More Time Expressions.

(i) Phrases with sce ‘after':

1. qméné SeE 'henceforth'; 'from today on'

2. nyé sece 4fi. 'last year'

3. ny€ see &fil eny%; 'two years ago'.

4. wd sée Stsi. 'next week' (i. e., during next
week)

5. w3 sée Hogbaa. "the coming Sunday'; 'this Sunday'

(ii) The following expressions imply specific points in time,

6. wd otsi- 'a week tomorrow'
< 4 . A 1 !
7. rméne otsil eté. three weeks from today
) , ! ' 1
8. ~mené S dz{ otsil et:. three weeks ago today
< 1 1 . 1
9. - m€nc Hdo- today is Saturday.
C s ~ A ' , , .
10. dtsil et? n€ nI 2ba bi:. 'it is now three weeks sincc he

came here.'

(iii) Some fixed time-expressions:

M=

’
ng

mye

11. gbit ét . 'these days'; 'recently'

'
12. 6tsil ete. 'the funeral ceremony three weeks
after death.'

II. Compound Verbs: Tenses

(i) Each single verb constituting part of a Compound Verb structure
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appears with its own tense affixes and contonation patterns, but the
tense of the initial verb of the compound is regarded as that of the
whole compound.

(1i) When the single verbs of the compound have identical tense,
and the subject of the compound is an independent Nominal, the second:
verb appears with or without the third person singular pronominal
prefix. The proncminal prefix is obligatory for both verbs when the
subject is a pronoun.

(iii) In the following tenses, the second Verb has a different tense:
(a) Future: 2nd Verb has Consecutive
(b) Dir. Imperat. Sing.: 2nd Verb has Consecutive

(c) Neg. Dir. Imperat. Sing.: 2nd Verb has Positive Consecutive
or Past

(d) Neg. Dir. Imperat. Pl.: 2nd Verb has Positive Dir. Imperat.
Pl. or Past

1I1. Compound Verbs: Position of Objects

The order of sentence constituents in Ga is Subject + Verb + Object.

(i) Compound Verbs having a single Object Nominal fall into 3 groups
according to the position of the Object nominal:

(a) Compound Verbs with Object Nominal occurring medially
within the compound:

N 'S
hé...ye e. g. Wohé Qs3fd ng; woye. 'We believed this priest.
tsé...f3 e. g. Etsé éjégé.}é ef3. 'He has wasted his money.

(b) Compound Verbs with Object Nominal oc¢curping after the
whole compound:

w
<

3 wo. '"The chief helped 1

———

o tn

a
<

£6 tfe... e. g. Gbéke 1&¢ fé 2tsé 2nyf. 'The child cried out
) for his mother.'
(c) Compound Verbs with Object Nominal occurring EITHER

medially OR in End position.

nyé.c.feé\..a e. g.
NG 1¢ nye? efle n3nT mikeé 14, 1¢. '"The man could not do
NGd 14 nyEZ oPel mike¢ 1¢ 1¢ efeer.  what T told him,'
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na...ye...

<
aQ

Min2a %ngﬁ mivye.

'T wish I cculd eat an orange.'

Mind mive akutd.

Drill 102: Repeat. Compound Verbs are underlined. Identify their
nominal objects.

1. Wihe ds3fb1 £28 ni ba bid wuye. 'We believed all priests who came
, here.
2. [ikd 1¢ gbe [wd hefCFhe. 'The coins scattered everywhere.'
’ \ . ¢ \ ‘,:. L . .
3. K?f1~gbe eflka 10 elwd tsd 'Kofi scattered his money around
le miry. the room.
4. MITba Sgbt oyitsw'i o w3 nke. '"Why is your hair so tousled?’
5. Ewié &[i nyffre. 'He spoke against all of you.'
6. Atsl kpeé 1¢ atd be klokdo. '"The meeting has been postponed
to another time.'
7. Eeka bo eekwén, 'He is testing you.'
RN
8. Eyékd ebidkd ebi ko diFa. 'He has never been of anv help to
any child of his.'
9. Tsi obe- k& wo. 'Move nearer to us.'
10. Tsi ohé oberké wo. 'Move nearer to us.'

Drill 103: Repeat. Identify the tenses of the Compound Verbs.

1. E14kd ehdkd mi dai. 'She has never sung for me.'
2 ’ 2 . PP, A . . - - - - = L]
2. D3kta né€€ yee ebuda md kwlaa. ‘This doctor is not helpful at all.’
3. NGSmo Am3 badwle eli bd ye kpeé '01d Man Armah will speak against
14, you at the meeting. '
4. {f wdtsiy kpeé 14 wotd!. 'But we w?ll not postpone the
“ meeting.
5. MST pii éhé bd améy: mémo. 'Many people have believed you
already.'
6. Séwa wié &ts3% ame. 'Sowa cautioned them.'
7. Nim® tséd nIt £3% fe bo. 'Who lets his stuff get lost faster
than you?'
8. Gbéki 1& tséd nit ef37 ts?. '"The child loses his things too often.
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9, Obi 1! 1& miifd miitsé bo.

‘ 10. Obi 14 13 miifd tetsé bo.

Urill 104: Repeat.

i

adhe mokomoko ove.

—a
.
>

2. Kaaye obda 1c¢.

'Your child is crying for you.'

"Your child is crying for you. '

Identify the tenses of the Compound Verbs.

'Don't believe anyone.'

'Don't help him.'

3. Nyckatseclia nyEwodzi 1¢ nyerwieéo

4. Nvckawied  nokdnokd nyEfié le.

~
\

é NyT Sye.

@}

w
js ol

m

o. Nxfyéa nyébuéa nyche.

7. Kadhe mdko dvé.

8. 0s3fd 12 k:é wohe 1& wovyéd,

9. HE mdyé mdbud bo.

10. MisOm™Y mitse wdld 1& mifd.

Drill 105: Repeat.
1. Ba wo otsi.
2. B4 wosde dtsi.

3. Ny€see &rii 1é, ebo médény waa.

4

4. GbIT ét& nEf, eyedo awurd waa.

P

5. Ekpeo see dda gb
/ rv!\‘l ~ L
6. Kadakwe mihi¢ nmenc.
. X . A o 4
7. Mind le rméne dzi gbii éte.
LN Loy <d ~ 7 N
8. Eyé dfil ny3nmdT1 et€ ke ényd.

N\ '
9, MEShe aféd otsil et 14d.

’ 48]
10. Soo nI baa né€ otsi.

'Don't throw your books away.'
'Don't say anything against him.'
'Believe in God.'

'Help each other.'

'Don't believe anyone.'

'"The priest says we should believe
him.'

'Let me help you.'

'I don't want to throw the book
awvay.'

"Come a week tomorrow.'

"Come next week.'

'Last year, he did very well.'
'These days she feels very jealous.'
'He is late every day.'
'Don't expect me today.'

'l saw him three days ago.'

'He is 32 years old.'

'When will the post-funeral
ceremony be performed?

‘A week this coming Thursday.'
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‘ Drill 106: Complete the following sentences as directed.

1. mdkomoko . (hé ye&) Negative Aorist, 3rd pers. sing.

'He does not believe anyone.'

2. NyEmf nyEmf. (ye bdd) Habitual

'Brother helps brother.'

3. tékéfwe 14 . (tsé€ f3) Dir. Imperative Sing.

'Throw the rag away.

\

4, nyé. (14 h3) Future. 3rd pers. sing.

'She will sing for you.'

5. Té bd téeN. (ye bud) Future. 1lst pers. sing.

'"How can I help you?'

6. Obi 14 1 bd. (f6 tsé) Progressive.
. "Your child has been crying for you.'
7. amZn3tSm¥T 14 amé. (n3 fa) Dir. Imperat. Pl.

'"Forgive them their mistakes.

8. Oyitswél Syitér. (gbe fwé) Perfect. 2nd pers. sing.

'Your hair is all tousled up.

9. 1¢ . (ka kwéN) Neg. Perfect. 1lst pers. sing.

'TI have not tested him.'

10. MAntse 12 kpeé 12 . (tsi td) Past.
'The chief postponed the meeting.'

Drill 107: Complete the following sentences as directed,

1. bd kdkooko. (hé y&) Neg. Future. 3rd pers. pl.

'They will never believe you.'

2. NyZmdmi keé amé. (ye bid) Consecutive. 2nd pers. pl.

. '"Your mother says you should help them.'
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. Adé roko d33. (hé ve) Neg. Pert.

(W)

'Ade hias never trusted anyone.'

F A A4 X Lo .
. Eked mE1dTdzT 14 nye (hé ye&) Neg. Consecut.

i~

'He said the black people should not trust you.'

5. wd. (tsi bérkl) Neg. Imperat. Sing.

1
'Don't move near us.

6. mi. (tsi béyké) Neg. Imperat. Sing.

) 1 1
Don 't move near me.

7. MisumdZ le. (wié |{) Consecutive. lst pers. sing.
A%

'T do not want to speak against him.'

8. H3 1:.  (wié Ii) Permissive. 1st pers. sing.

"Let me speak against him.'

9. Enai nyé. (wie f{) Consecutive. 3rd pers. pl.

"He did not let them speak against you.'

’ 1
10. Nyehdd 1le. (wié Ii) Permissive. 3rd pers. sing.

'Let him speak against him.'

LESSON FORTY

Contonation Patterns: Disyllabic Low tone Verbs.

sole. 'to pray',
The root

Disyllabic Low tone verbs are those like
'to baptise'; dzwé€n.'to think' and gwao.'to whip'.
syllables of these verbs have low tones.

(i) The table below presents
verb when it has a noun subject.
used are the same as in Table V.

the contonation pattern of a disyllabic Low Trnu

Every syllable is marked.

The symbols

TABLE VI: CONTONATION PATTERNS OF DISYLLABIC LOW TONE VERBS
Marker Root Marker
1. Past 0
2. Perfect é N
. 3. Progressive mi'i A
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Tense Marker Root Marker

4. Future bad vt

5. Habitual | v !
6. Neg. Aorist o TN
7. Neg. Perf. T ko
8. Neg. Fut. . *
9. (a) Imperat. Sing. T .
9. (b) Imperat. Pl. nyé e a
10. (a) Neg. Imperat. Sing. kad St

10. (b) Neg. Imperat. Pl. nyéké o a
11. Consecutive 4 o

12. Neg. Consecut, dkd *

13. Permissive Singl. a v (2)

(ii) Note the change in root tones in the Negative tenses (Aorist,
Perfect and Future) and the Positive Imperative Singular.

(iii) When tense and pronominal prefixes co-occur, the latter precede
the former. However, the pronominal prefixes replace the tense-marking
prefixes é- 1in the Perfect and &4- 1in the Consecutive, Negative
Consecutive and Permissive, retaining the high tone of these prefixes
so that all pronominal prefixes have high tones in these tenses. (In
the 3rd pers. pl. the high tone occurs on the 2nd syllable, i. e.
ame-.) Only the initial &- (Consecutive marker) of the Negative
Consecutive 4kd- 1is replaced. Other formal changes when pronominal
subject prefixes occur are (1) doubling of the pronominal vowel of
the 2nd and 3rd person singular and the unrestricted personal pronouns
(2) reduction of lst person singular with Future tense marker to give
miba- or mi- .

(iv) To supplement the above table, it should be noted that the 1lst
person singular prefix mi 1is high toned, while all other pronominal
subject prefixes are low toned, but that mi- has low tone (like the
other pronoun prefixes) in the Past tense, while the other pronouns
have high tone (like mi- ) in the Perfect, Consecutive, Negative
Consecutive and Permissive tenses. (In the 3rd person plural, the high
tone occurs only on the 2nd syllable.)

Drill 108: Insert the correct verb forms in the following sentences,

1. nif an¥. (too) (Progres. 3rd Pers. Sing.) 'He is ironing.'
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2. niT an3. (too)(Progres., lst Pers. Sing.)

3. Korime nif an¥. (too) (Progres) 'Kofi and his friends are ironing.
4, Gbrbils 1% 106 14. (tsuko) (Past) 'The hunter cured the meat.'

5. Gbobilld 1d 106 1. (tsukc) (Perfect) 'The hunter has cured

1 . . L]
I am ironing.

the meat.'

6. nyé. (sole...hd) (Perfect, 1lst pers. sing.) 'I have

prayed for you.

7. 1¢. (s®le...hd8) (Perfect, 3rd pers. pl.) '

prayed for him.

8. gbé 1¢ toi. (ddm3¥) (Future, partially reduced; lst pers. sing.)
'I shall stand at the edge of the road.'

9, gbd 1¢ toi. (d3m¥) (Future, fully reduced; lst pers. sing.)
'I shall stand at the edge of the road.'

10. gbd 1& toi. (ddm3) (Future, lst pers. pl.)

at the edge of the road.'

'We shall stand

They have

Drill 109: Insert the low tone verbs in the sentcnces,

1. Enyemi 12 gb? 1¢ tof. (d3m3) (Future)
'His brother will stand at the edge of the road.'

2. bd. (sale...hé) (Past, lst pers. sing.)

'I prayed for you.®

3. dda gbi. (scle) (Habitual, 1st pers. pl.)
We pray every day.

I~

1 pray every morning.'

5. 10?7 (slm3) (Neg. Aor., 2nd pers. sing.)
Don t vou like meat?'

6. 1d%0. (sUm3) (Neg. Aor., 1lst pers. sing.)
I don't like meat.'

7. Nud 1¢ misane. (stim3) (Neg. Aor.)
'The man doesn't like me.,'

8. Kofi wénld di%. (simZ) (Neg. Perf.)
'"Kofi has never liked soup.'

9. Sdéwa 150 d3i. (sGmZ) (Neg. Perf.)
'Sowa has never liked meat.'

10. déqqe (wolo) (Neg. Perf., lst pers. sing.)
"I have not coughed again.'
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. Drill 110; 1Insert the low tone verbs in the sentences.

1. Obi 1 d3n7. (wolu) (Neg. Fut.)
"Your child will not cough again.'
2. ehe éf%ﬁﬁ. (dzwéyn) (Neg. Fut., lst pers. pl.)
We will not think evil of him.'
3. _ mihé efld. (sdy) (Neg. Fut., lst pers. sing.)
'I shall not hang myself for nothing.'
4, le . i ing.
. 't'l(gwao) (Imperative Sing.)
Whip him.
5. ame. (gwgo) (Imperative P1.)

IWhiE them!'

6. y& bid¢. (sre) (Neg. Imperat. Sing.)
Don't swim here.'

7. y¢ fad 1¢ mir. (sre) (Neg. Imperat. Pl.)
"Don't swim in the river!'

8. Ekeé gbdbiloi 1¢ 1¢. (tiu) (Consecutive)
'"He said the hunters should follow him up.'

‘ 9. Ekeé tsé 1&. (teo) (Neg. Consecut., 2nd pers. sing.)

'He said you should not plant the tree.'

10. Nyéhéﬁ fi fido. (d3m¥) (Permissive Pl., 3rd pers. pl.)

'Let them stand a little.'

LESSON FORTY ONE

Dialogue: At the Market

A: Wobadgbd nye n3nY wdnd ye dzrd 12 n3.
. . ]
'We will describe for you what we saw in the market.

B: Ny 1¢ dra gbi, hewd 14 dzém& so ékpakpa.

'Yesterday was market day, so the place was really crowded.'

A: Koot bil srdtoidrdtoi dze aklowdl le £ min amébawo dzra.

'A11 kinds of country people came from the villages
their wares.'

~ o~ - N L‘V ~ -
B: MTkomél tre yéle, mcTkomeT tre amdo.
'Some carried yams, some carried tomatoes.'

‘ A: MTkom€I h3¥5 mitsru, méTkom&I h33 scbe.
'Some sold palm oil; some sold garden eggs.'

78

and displayed



B: Dzrayeloi pii hi k& 1351e dze¢ G3 keba.
'Many traders too came by lorry from Accra.'

A: MEmdh351di tre mimd kikpakpad [T.
'Cloth-sellers were hawking their goods.'
B: NI yei widziwldzi komEY trd loo ke kéntfY asce.
‘And some big fat women sat behind baskets of fish.'

Vocabulary
si. 'to teem with life or action' sébe. 'garden egg’
koomb{l. ‘'rustics' dzrayelo. 'trader'
wo dzra. 'to lay out wares for sale' kpa...fT. '"roam about'
améd. 'tomato' widzIwtdzi. 'very big'
mutsru. 'palm oil' kEntén. 'basket '
NOTES

Contonation Patterns: Monosyllabic Low Tone Verbs

(i) Monwvsyllabic Low tone verbs, sometimes referred to here as
Monosyllabic Class II, such as gbe 'to kill', ta 'to chew' have
the contonation patterns given below. A few monosyllabic verbs (Monosyllabic
Class II1I) e. g. ba, 'to come' have the same contonation patterns except
in the Negative Aorist, Negative Perfect, Negative Future
and Positive Imperative Singular, where they have the tonal patterns of
High tone verbs.

The Class III roots are:

be. 'to be well cooked' ye. 'to eat'

ba. 'to come' le. 'to know'

wd. 'to sleep’ ui. 'to hear'; 'to understand'
wa. 'to be hard' bo...toi. 'to listen'

wo. 'to wear' dze. 'to come from'

ho. 'to pass’

TABLE VII: CONTONATION PATTERNS OF THE MONOSYLLABIC LOW TONE VERBS

Tense Marker Root Marker

1. Past
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Tense Marker Root Marker
2. Perfect é :
3. Progressive mil

4  Future baa! *

5. Habitual * %

6. Neg. Aorist é: ‘ T (N)

7. Neg. Perfect é! ’ kd

V& ] . *

8. Neg. Future é. T

9. (a) Imp. Sing. * ’

9. (b) Imp. P1. ny¢ t A
10. (a) Neg. Imp. Sing. kad. %*

10. (b) Neg. Imp. Pl. ny¢ kd t a
. ‘1 *

11. Consecutive . -
*

12. Neg. Consecut. akd! -
*

13. (a) Permissive Sing. al -

13. (b) Permissive Pl. 4 ) 2

Negative Perfect tenses.

(ii) The symbols and the patterns used with pronominal subject prefixes

are the same as for Tables V and VI . Pronominal subject prefixes also
replace the marker prefix in the Negative Aorist, Negative Future and

LESSON FORTY TWO

Drill 111: Repeat. Low tone verbs are underlined.

1.

"
<«

Kofi gbe tod 4.

. Amd gbe tod 14.

Séwa gbe tod 1¢.

. Wogbe tod 1¢.

. Migbe tod 1¢.

Nog 12 gbe tod 1¢.

(Past)
(Past)
(Past)
(Past)
(Past)

(Past)

'Kofi slaughtered the sheep.'
'Ama slaughtered the sheep.'
'Sowa slaughtered the sheep.'
'We slaughtered the sheep.'
'I slaughtered the sheep.'

'The man slaughtered the sheep.'
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7. K fF{ egbé dik>dik:. (Perf.) 'Kofi has killed a duck.'

8. Amd cobe dik>ddk:. (Perf.) 'Ama has killed a duck.'
‘ 9. Sdwa égbe dikiddk. (Perf.) 'Sowa has killed a duck.'

10. Wlgbe ddk>ddk>. (Perf.) 'We have killed a duck.'

11. Migbe d3k2dZkd. (Perf.) 'I have killed a duck.'

12. NOG 1 egbd dikddikd. (Perf.) 'The man has killed a duck.'

Drill 112: Repeat

1. Ago m&Ttsa bu. (Progr.) 'Ago is dipging a hole.'
2. Qotsa bu. (Progr.) 'You are digging a hole.'
3. Eetsa bu. (Progr.) '"He is digging a hole.'
4. MiTtsd bu. (Progr.) 'T am digzing a hole.'
5. MiTtsd kadd. (Progr.) 'T am digging up crabs.'
6. MiTtsa. (Progr.) "I am digging.'
7. Omisi miida. (Progr.) '"Your stomach is growing big.'
8. Kofi laa dda gbi. (Habit.) '"Koti dreams every day.'
. 9. Séwa gbec too waa. (Rabit.) 'Sowa is good at slaughtering sheep.'
10. Méléa dda méquv (Habit.) "I dream every night.'
11. Wogbeo too dda otsi. (Habit.) 'We slaughter sheep every week.'

12. NGS 12 tsaa kadd waa. (Mabit.) '"The man is good at digging up crabs.'

Drill 113: Repeat

1. Ebadtsé tsZ. (Fut.) "It will delay too much.'

2. Ebaats? waa. (Fut.) 'He will stay very late.'

3. Mibatsé quné‘ (Fut.) 'I will stay late today.'

4, Mibatsé Hogbaa. (Fut.) 'I will stay late Sunday.'

5. NGT 18 badgbé too. (Fut.) 'The man will slaughter a sheep.'
6. Gbeé tdo. (Posit. Imp. Sing.) 'Slaughter a sheep!'

7. Gbeé dokdddko. (Posit. Imp. Sing.) 'Kill a duck.'




. 8. Tsad st kébd.

9. Tsaa bu y& bié.

10. Ny?méd fido.
Drill 114: Repeat

1. Kof{ eme Sowa.

U
2. Sowa éme¢ KOf{.

3. NGE 18 ersda sT 1L,
b MEnET 12,
5‘.§£§§S kwlaa.
6. Aménd3 mdkomoko.
7. Kofilghégg eyi 1¢4.
8. Ekfikd eyl 1¢.
9. éﬁéﬁé ndkd.
. 10. AmEgblkd tod 1.
Drill 115: Repeat

1. EmEen.

2. Séwa étsdkd su 1¢.

3. Wimd: nye .
4. Aménd? Fbil 1¢
4. Améndar gbekébil le.

5. Séwa étsdi bu 1¢.

“5r

'
6. MinU® d33 d5rm.

7. NGE 1¢ egbdd dokddik>.

8. Nyékaméa WO.
9. NyZkamgd.

10. Nyfkamld diqs.

(Posit.
(Posit.

(Posit.

(Neg.
(Neg.
(Neg.
{Neg.
(Neg.
(Neg.
(Neg.
(Neg.
(Neg.

(Neg.

(Neg.
(Neg-
(Neg.
(Neg.
(Neg.
(Neg.
(Neg.
(Neg.
(Neg.

(Neg.

Aor.)
Aor.)
Aor.)
Aor.)
Aor.)
Aor.)
Perf.)
Perf.)
Perf.)

Perf.)

Aor.)
Perf.)
Fut.)
Fut.)
Fut.)
Fut.)

Fut.)

Imp. Sing.) 'Dig up soil and bring it.'
Imp. Sing.) 'Dig a hole here.'

Imp. P1.) 'Wait a little!'

'Kofi didn't wait for Sowa.'

'Sowa didn't wait for Kofi.'

'The man didn't dig up the soil.'

'T didn't wait for him.'

'He didn't stay long at all.'

'They didn't see anyone.'
'Kofi hasn't cut his hair.'
'"He hasn't cut his hair.'

'You haven't seen anything yet.'

'They haven't slaughtered the
sheep.'

'He didn't wait.'

'Sowa hasn't dug up the soil.'

'We will not wait for you.'

"They will not see the children.'

'Sowa will not dig the hole.'

'I shall not drink alcohol again.'

'The man will not slaughter a
duck.'

Imp. P1.)'Don't wait for us!'

Imp. P1.)'Don't wait.'

Imp. P1.)'Don't wait any more.'
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. Drill 116: Repeat
.. A
1. Kadme
. \
2. Kaame Sowa
3. Kaamo Koff{
4. Kadm? mi
, 1
5. Kaame ts3T.

1
8. Amime fido.

10. Wem& amé

Drill 117: Repeat

1. Kof{ agbe tod 1¢ (Posit. Indir. Imp.) 'Kofi should slaughter
the sheep. '
. 2. Kofi agpbéd dokddike. (Pusit. Indir. Imp.) 'Kofi should kill the
, duck.'
3. Kof{ k¢! amémé Sowa. (Posit. Consecut.) 'Kofi says they should
. wait for Sowa.
4. Kof{ k&€ Scwa dme am€. (Posit. Consecut.) 'Kofi says Sowa should
, ' wait for them.'
5. Opapd ked omé (Posit. Consecut.) 'Your father says you
should wait.' —
6. AmZk:< nyZtsd bu 14. (Posit., Comsecut.) '"They say you should
. s dig the hole.'
7. Opapd k& omé le. (Consecut.) 'Your father says you
S should wait for him.'
8. Wckame. (Neg. Indir. Imp.) 'We should not wait.'
9. Am%kamé kwlaa. (Neg. Indir. Imp.) 'They should not wait at
P all.'
10. Amékamé wo. (Neg. Indir. Imp.) '"They should not wait

Drill 118: Repeat

1
akamg .

I
-

1. Kof

~

1
2. Kofing akam

LESSON FORTY THREE

. Low tone verbs are underlined.

(Neg

(Neg.
(Neg.
(Neg.
(Neg.

(Neg.

. Imp. Sing.)
Imp. Sing.)
Imp. Sing.)
Imp. Sing.)
Imp. Sing.)

Imp. Sing.)

(Posit, Indir. Imp.)

(Posit. Indir. Imp.)

(Posit. Indir. Imp.)

(Posit. Indir. Imp.)

mi .

(Neg. Indir.

(Neg. Indir.

[} .
Don't wait.'

'Don't wait for

'Don't wait for

'Don't wait for

'Don't wait too
'Don't wait for

'We should wait.

'"They should wai

much. '

nothing."

t a little.'

'Should T wait?'

'We should wait

for them.'

for us.

Imp.) 'Kofi and his
Imp.) 'Kofi and his
not wait for
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TN 4 iy N
5. Omami k&€ okame le.

\
6. Amfked woikame?

(Neg. Indir. Imp.) ‘'Kofi and his friends
should not wait anymore.'

(Neg. Consecut.) 'Your mother says you

should not wait.'

(Neg. Consecut.) '"Your mother says you

should not wait for her.'

(Neg. Consecut.) 'They say we should

.

not wait?'

. 1
7. Amekes wokame. (Neg. Consecut.) '"They say we should not
wait.'
]
8. Kof{ ki€ Sowa dkame (Neg. Consecut.) 'Kofi said Sowa should
not wait.'
9, RKofi k&é Sowa ékamé le. (Neg. Consecut.) 'Kofi said Sowa should

not wait for him.'

10. Ekeé yd8 14 akagbd dokdddkd 14. (Neg. Consecut.) 'He said the woman

Drill 119 : Repeat

M=

1. H3 Kofi ame. (Permis. Sing.
’, ’ 1

2. Ha amémd . . (Permis. Sing.
¢ 1

3. Hd mamc. (Permis. Sing.

5. Kadhd Kdfi me. (Permis. Sing.
6. Kadhd Kof{ me tsB. (Permis. Sing.
7. Kadhd amémé wo. (Permis. Sing.

’

< . (Permis. Sing.

8. Ny%héé Kofi améﬁ. (Permis. Pl.)

. N 1 by
9, Nych3i Kofimé ame3.
. !
10. NyZh3a mdgbea tod 14.

Drill 120° Repeat

M

1. Nyfkahdi Kof{

. ]
2. Nyékahdd Sowa

‘?\I |§p
m -
rt

(7]

RN

(Permis. P1l.

(Permis. P1l.) "Don't let Kofi wait.

should not kill
the duck.'

'Let Kofi wait.'

'Let them wait.'

'Let me wait.'

'"Let him wait.'

"Don't let Kofi wait.'

'Don't let Kofi wait too long.'

'Don't let them wait for us.'

"Let Kofi wait.'
'Let Kofi and his friends wait.'

'Let me slaughter the sheep.'

(Permis. P1.) 'Don't let Sowa wait too
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p AT Keffms T U b ! =
3. Myokahald Kofim miE. (Permis. Pl.) Don't let Kufi and company
I

wait
4. NyZkah3d emi3 pii. (Permis. P1.) 'Don't let him wait a lot.'
5. Nyckahadi amim’3. (Permis., P1.) '"Don't let them waict.'
. i LA s e 1 . .
6. NIGU 1. h33 Kofi ame. (Permis. Sing.) '"The man didn't let Kofi
wait.'
7. NUG 1o h3 Kof{ mo. (Permis. Sing.) 'The man let Kofi wait.'
NP ' ~ 1 s A . . o ] .
€. NUO 1. hdr Sowa ame. (Permis. Sing.) The man will not let
Sowa wait.'
1
9. NOU 14 h3kd Séwa 4mf. (Permis. Sing.) 'The man has not allowed
Sowa to wait.'
Y 1
10. NyZhad wome. (Consecut.) '"You will not let us wait.'

LESSON FORTY FOUR

Nouns and Adjectives

(i) Nouns and Adjectives are words which have different forms
only for singular and plural number, and words which function
similarly to those that have.

{ii) A Noun can be the head or the only member of a Noun Phrase
that can function as the subject or object of a verb in the sentence.
An Adjective qualifies a Noun, and cannot be the only member of a
Noun Phrase.

(iii) An Adjective agrees in number with the Noun it qualifies,
and rollows it in the Noun Phrase. Other words functioning as
Adjectives may precede the Noun.

(iv) A Noun Phrase can be either closed or open: a closed Noun
Phrase has as its final constituent the cnclitic 1le; an open Noun

d
Ty am A 1
Phrase doces not end in 1é.

(v) Adjectives that qualify a Noun that is the head of a closed
Noun Phrase occur before the enclitic 1.7,

(vi) Some Nouns and Adjectives are distinguished only by the
position they occupy in the Noun Phrase. Some Nouns begin with a

high tone syllable é- that is absent in the corresponding adjectives.
Adjective Noun
kpdkpa. 'good' ékpakpa. 'good'

£374. 'bad' é£374. 'evil'




Adjective

yery -
tsru.

komé .

'white'

"one

"red’

Noun

éyer, 'white'

ét¥ru. 'red'

Drill 121: Repeat.

1. NaG. 'A man.'

2. NUd ko. 'A certain man.'

3. NGOG tsru ko. 'A certain fair-coloured man.'

4. NGU kakZdEny ké. 'A certain tall man.'

5. NUd tsru kakédéqn kd. 'A tall fair-coloured man.'

6. N3G 14. 'The man.'

7. NGl tsru kakédénq 14. 'The tall red man.'

8. Be ké 1¢. 'Once upon a time.'

9. HIT koméf. 'Certain men.'

10. Hif koméf 1¢. 'Those men.'

11. HIT tsudzi kak3didz¥ komfi. 'Certain tall fair-coloured men.'
12. HIT tsudzi kak3dadzl komif 14. 'Those tall fair-coloured men.'

Drill 122: Repeat.

1. Agbd 14 'The big one.'

2. Agbé agbo. 'A big gate.'

3. Agbdi agboi §tF 14, "The three big gates.'

4. Wolo d{ﬂ bibido 1d. '"The small black book.'

5. EdTY bibido 1d. "The small black one.'

6. Bibil 1 '"The small ones.'

7. Gbékibil bibil 1¢. "The little children.'

8. HIT étf 14 £27 nd lc. 'All the three men saw him.'
9. HIT fé2 ni. 'All men are good.'
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s N
10. Emami dIZnts:z ba. 'Her mother came hcerself,?

' LESSON FORTY FIVE

Dialogue

HY-

A: Kldm3 kapidzi 1d ni dzvre dkpldy 12 nf 1¢ oh3 mi.
'Pick up the pennies on the table for me.'
B: AnT okpl3y 1¢ n3 okeé 1¥, 4loo &f1[T.
'Did you say on the table, or under it?'
A: Miked eyités.
'I said on top.'
B: Mihla f£Z momo.
'I have picked them up already.'
A Yoo. Kwimo sif 18 see 4ké dbadnd migd 12 14.
'Okay. See if you can find my ring behind the chair.'
B: Mfn3. Ek$ séf 14 nI md saatsé 14 hi? 1¢ mased.

‘ '1 have found it. It was beside the chair in front of the
bedstead.'

A: MS5. Ahékoo.

'Well done. Congratulations.'

Vocabulary
kK1l., 'to pick' hla. 'to pick up'
képl:z, kapidzI. 'penny, pennies' momo. 'already'
nf. 'which' 13. Interrogative word
dzwre. 'to lie on' ma. 'to stand at'
okpléq. 'table' saatso. 'bedstead'
n? - 'on, upon' hfé. "in front of'
anT- 'is it?' m3sz{. 'near; by the side of'
yité* . "top'

(e o]
=t
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NOTES

Contonation Patterns: High-Mid Verbs

The Table below sets out the contonation patterns for High-
Mid tone verbs such as tsdké 'to change' and bénké 'to move near’.
Svmbols and formal changes with pronominal prefixes are the same
as for Tables V, VI and VII.

TABLE VIII: Contonation Patterns: High-Mid Verbs

Tense Marker Root Marker
%*
Past : ‘
*
Perfect é.
> > *
Progressive mil
*
Future baa ‘
Habitual . o 3
Neg. Aorist o ()
Neg. Perf. ! kd
, [ *
Neg. Fut.
Imp. Sing. o m?
Imp. P1. nys oo a
Neg. Imp. Sing. kad %
Neg. Imp. P1. nycka o0 3
, >
Consecut. a
b
Neg. Consecut. a ka
Permiss. Sing. a ’
Permiss. Pl. a - a

LESSON FORTY SIX

Drills: Repeat. High-Mid Verbs are underlined.

Drill 123.
1. Kof{ tsdke "ixd 1. (Fast) 'Kofi changed the money.'
. Kol tsdké ml 1kd 14, (Past;  'Kofi changed my money.

&%




1

Ama changed my money.'

g 1o [ §
amd tsdkd mi‘ikd 14, (Past)

L

4. Séwa rsake fiké 1d. (Past) 'Sowa changed the money. '
‘ 5. Sdéwd rsaké mIJh:iké . (Past) 'Sowa changed my money.'

6. NId 1 tsdké jiké 14. (Past) 'The man changed the money.'

7. Wob<- ke aml. (Past) 'We are near them.'

8. Amibd- kd gbekébi{ 1. (Past) 'They are near the children.'

1

9. Migfnté jinﬁé le he nyé. (Past) 'I painted the door yesterday.
10. MIflik] ketee Ga. (Past) 'I flew to Accra.'

Drill 124

1. Kodzd etsike fiké 1¢. (Perfect) 'Kodzo has changed the money.'
2. Amd etsdké mifiké 1¢. (Perfect) 'Ama has changed my money.'

3. Kfné dbd- ke we égbéné. (Perfect) 'Koney has moved near us now.'
4. Dikea é%liki kétde Kimiise. (Perfect) 'Doctor has flown to Kumasi.'

Diktd 14 e%liki kétée KimiZse. (Perfect) 'The doctor has flewn to

5.
Kumasi.'
‘ 6. Mitsdks “ikd 14. (Perfect) 'I have changed the money.'
4

T.ow/tsdke wolikd 1d. (Perfect) 'We have changed our money.'

8. Am isdké mifiké 1. (Perfect) 'They have changed my money.'

9. Ersdke fiké 1. (Perfect) 'He has changed the money.'

10. Ersike? (Perfect) 'Has he changed it?'

Drill 125

1. Kodzo piitsake 'ikd 1f. (Progressive) 'Kodzo is changing the money.'
’ 3 ” ’ .
2. Amd miltsdké oilkd 1d. 'Ama is changing your money.'

'Sowa is changing our money.'

L. Drafva 1% mifitsdké etalé " 'The driver is changing his
clothes.'

5. Amimiitsdke amdhe " 'They are changing .

6. Eetsaké nZfIZn?, " 'He is cheneing everything.'

1 . ~
Are you changing the money?'

7. Ocotséaxke ,ika 17
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8. Miltsaké mingfaém?.
9. Eenf i wo. "
10. OQEiié ts3d.

Drill 126

1. Tete badfind kpdd 1¢. (Future)
2. NoG 1¢ baiffnd kpai 14. "

3. Amd baa badffne kpaa 2.
4. Mibatsake [ik4. "
5. Mitsakd fiké sanT.
€. Nyébaatsake fika\?. b

7. Kodzé kato néf€€n5. (Habitual)

8. Amd kdio em3mT daa. "

9. NOE 1% kdi: emdr déa gbi.

(Progressive)

'l am_changing my behaviour.'
'He is catching up with us.'

'You are too much of a parasite.'

'Tetteh will untie the string.'
'The man will untie the string.'
'Ama will untie the string.'

'I will change money.'

'T will change a considerable sum of

1
money.

'Will you change money?'

‘Ama always remembers her mother.

'Kodzo remembers everything.'

'"The man remembers his hometown

every day.'

'I remember vour father too well.'

LESSON FORTY SEVEN

10. F~kﬁ . Spdpa ts? "
Drills: Repeat.

Drill 127

1. Kof{ kaii mokomoko. (Neg. Aorist)

al
L€ .

bt 24
112 2N

2. Amd k3née niym

ot

3. Tete tado nokd. "
1
4. Gbéke 1¢ kali dtse gbéi. "

5. Mikali 1. "

. Amfkali bd. "

~1
-

ry

8. AmEkaik dze.

ns

héni

(e %

i A d s L ix
9., MigUmZko ékd daa. "
[ ——
Y 1

1 LN
10. NGT 14 plmZkd akutd d33.

Kof{ kandkd wold 14, (Neg. Perf.)

High-Mid Verbs are underlined.

'Kofi does not remember anybody.'

'Ama did not read the writing.'

'"Tetteh is not looking for anything.

'The child does not remember his
father's name.'
'l don't remember him.'

'They don't remember you.'

'Kofi has not read the book.'

"They have not remembered where
you are from.'
"I have not peeled one before.’

'The man has net peeled oranges

e

1



Drill 128.

10.

- ’
. Mikpotdy s0 1

z ~ 7
. Ofai ~n

Teté tsaké? fiké 1¢.  (Neg. Fut.)

, N )
Amd kdnés niymdd néc. "

, ]
- ‘! bd -~
Mikposdd mide.
NGO 1¢ kotdd mamd 1. H
T:te kdnér owdld le.
e ~ ~ 7 '
Tsékémd onifeém?.

£

"
b

10
tsakédm3 mifiké nee.

%)
cis
c-

mS akutd 1l¢ he.

TsUlmS kad 1l¢ he. "

1. Nyftsakéa ny€nfféémé. (Dir. Imp
2. Nyftstim33 kia 12 he. L

3. Nylgimd akurdl 1. v

4. Kaédtsake fiké bhé m3nd . (Neg. Imp.
5. Kadtsakd nokdnokd ohd 1. "
6. Kaétsﬂm% kad 12 he leébd n%é "
7. Kddgﬁm% akuti 1.'. '
8. Ny katsakea nyzhe dsa {Neg. Imp
9. Ny:-katsak®a nékdénokd. "
1C. N}?kafacéa amzhe, .

1.

2.

.. R
Ek:d nil 1< atsakeé e]ikd 1.

elikd 14 ohd 12.

Ek:- J

otsake

@1

(Consecut.)

”"

'"Tettey will not change the
money. '

'Ama will not read this writing.'

'T will not mix up the soil.'

‘I will not rub my hands.'

'The man will not fold the cloth.'

‘Tetteh will not read your book.'

(Dir. Imp. Sing.) 'Change your behaviour!.'

'Please change my money.'
'Peel the orange.'

'Wipe the car clean!'

P1.) 'Change your behavicur!'

'Wipe the car clean.
'Peel the oranges!'

Sing.) 'Don't change money
for this fellow.'

'"Don't change anything for him.'

' . . .
Don't wipe the car this morning.

'Don't peel the orange.'

P1.) 'Don't change vet.'

'Don't change anything.'

'Don't join them.'

'He said the man should
change his money.'

'He says you should change
his money for him.'




]
3. Eked Tite dtstm? kad 1& he. (Consecut.) 'He says Tetteh should

wipe the car.

1
4. Eke< Tete ZkatsUm® kad 12 he. (Neg. Consecut.) 'He says Tetteh
should not wipe the car.'

5. Eke€ mikaplmt akutd 1¢. (Neg. Consecut.) 'He says I should not

peel the orange.'

6. Hi matsaké ofiké 1. (Permiss. Sing.) 'Let me change your money.'

[V
[\'ERN
[\ g

7. Ha Téte arsake fiké 12 d 'Let Tetteh change the money

first.'

4 S

'
8. Nyfhad mitsakea fiké l¢ dad. (Permiss. P1.) 'Let me change the
money first.'

9. Nyéhéé Amd akinda miwbld 14. (Permiss. P1.) 'Let Ama read my book.'

LA

] \
10. Nyfkahaia Amd kdnea miwold 1<. 'Don't let Ama read my book.'

LESSON FORTY EIGHT

Compound Nouns and Possessive Noun Phrases

(i) A Compound Noun is a structure of Noun + Noun which functions
as a single Noun. A Compound Noun is marked by pluralisation of the
structure as a whole, i. e. the plural form of the Compound Noun has
the plural suffix marker only with the final Noun of the Compound.

(ii) A singular Compound Noun is in form very similar to a singular
Noun Phrase of Possessive structure, since the order of elements is
the same. But it is identifiable by reference to the corresponding
plural form, since the Possessive Plural phrase has an overt a-
marker.

These patterns may be represented:

Compound Nouns: (1) Ns ~ Ns Singular
(2) Ns - Np Plural

Possessive Phrases: (1) Ns - HNs Singular Possessor
(2) Ns &+ Np Singular Possessor
(3) Np - aNs Plural Possessor
(4) Np - aNp Plural Possessor

Drill 131. Repeat. Compound L.ouns are underlined.

1 - '

1. Eemé ts0:1s¢ vz T-ma. He {w erecting a wocoden building st Tema.

92



2. EemZm? tsotslY é€:tT ye¢ Temd. 'He is erecting three woodel
buildings at Tema.'
. 3. Otsdfa 1¢ ke mi éye. 'Your medicine has agreed with me.'
4. Dckta Ade hd mi tsofal érltoi. 'Dr. Addy gave me various drugs.'

5. Kofi simi% dadé swalé 1¢. 'Kofi likes the iron_spoon.'
6. Kofi y< dadé 3waléi agboi pii. 'Kofi has many big iron spoons.'
1

- < foy . P . . .
7. Negbd dwadgd yéi 1¢ y&2. 'Where is your white ring?'

. 'She didn't wear her white rings
today.'

M=

nmEn

(e

1

-

AN

8. Ewdo eéwadpldi yidz

9. Afi y2le fufuf. 'Let them prepare yam fufu'.

10. Ewo [ikd ga. 'She is wearing a gold ring.'
Drill 132: Repeat. Possessive Noun Phrases are underlined.

1. Eemd tootsl y. Temid. 'He is building a sheep-pen at Tema.

1

2. Eemd tooiatsu ye Temda. 'He is building a pen for sheep at Tema.

3. Eem3nd tooiatslil ét? ye Temd. 'He is building three pens for sheep
]

at Tema.
. 4. M tso fa né. 'Which tree's root is this?'
5. Tsei afal kim3 tsd 1d. 'Roots of trees broke down the building.'
6. Tsef{ 1¢ af3f 1% kimd tsi 1¢. 'The roots of the trees broke down

the building.'

7. étsé le fé 12 ki tsd 1&. 'The root of vour tree broke down the
building.'

1)
8. Aafeé yeiakpeé 1¢ tméné. 'The women's meeting is being held today.'

9. Af3 fufuf dbadé. 'Let them dig up Cassava for making fufu.'

10. Ehi 1¢ niyeli Iiké. 'He gave her money for food.'

LESSON FORTY NINE

Verbs: Plurals and Iteratives

1. Some verbs have plural forms that occur when the action of the
verb is repeated, or when its nominal subject or object is plural.
e. 2.

Nel

(VS




vowel)
the root.

Z
[od
c
—
m
[#
[
t
m

2
[=F]
[ongd
—
%
=
o
=
ot

EbS12

Root

"to sit'

"to pick up'

"to be big'

'to shout'

"to jump'
"to build'
"to tie'

"to wear'

hala, hla, hra-

(v) S»me verbs have plurals marked by an

"to die'

"te hit!

1

in which the V

(Sing.)
(P1.)
(Sing.)
(P1.)
(Sing.)

(pl.)

{(iii) Some monosyllabic roots have a suffix

(iv) Some disyllabic verb roots cof
plural in form and mecaning but have no corresponding monosyllabic
roots.
1 ¥

to peel

"to pick'

"to peel'

'He shouted.'

'He shouted.'

Plural variants

Eré, tald.

drd, dalad.

structure

f14, fa1ad -

'Kofi sat there,'

'"Kofi and his friends sat there.

'The man picked up a stone.'
‘The man picked up stones.'

(once)

(several times)

(ii) These plural forms are derivable from the verb roots.
menosyllabic verb roots have a plural suffix LV (initial
unit is most often the same vowel as that of

The resulting disyllabic verb form CVLV is most often
reduced to a CalV or CLV form (cf. Lesson 22 for similar reductions).

C=LV or CVmJd are

"to scratch’
gbele. 'to grind’
"to greet'

affix.



2. (i) Many verbs have iterative forms, indicating repetition or
distribution of the action. The iterative is derived by redupli-
cation 2f the verb with or without lengthening of the final vowel
. of the reduplicated form.

(ii) Iteratives of Low-High roots have reduplicated tones of the
root. Other iteratives mostly have the tones of the base verb initially,
low tones on the reduplicated second half, and a high tone on the
final vowel lengthening.

Verb Iterative
bi ., "to ask' bibi{.
hén "to buy' héhe&é.
dzo- 'to dance’ dzodzod.
ye. "to eat' eyeé.
yey
t,l‘é ' 2t i .
. to sit tratraa:
A £ o~ o
tams - "to jump' tim3tam3T.
dzvre- "to lie at' dzviredzwreé -
svle- "to pray' solescleé.
. male. "to lie' malemidleé.
tsaké - 'to change' tsaketsakeé.
futd "to mix' futafutud.
pila. "to wound' pilapild
’ 2 N ’
titi. "to scratch' tieTeiel-
kodzd "to judge' kodzdkodzd.
madze. ‘to send by' madzémadzé -
tswia- 'to beat' tswidtswia-
tq':é\ 1 ' T2 ¢
SLCT, to teach tsTTStsBVI .

(iii) The iterative of gbd 'to die' has final i instead of
lengthened root vowel:

gho » 'to die' gbogboi .




Drill 133. Repeat. Plural forms are underlined.

1. Klim3 wddzl 1¢ oha mi. 'Pick up the books for me.'

2. skaubii 14 £ZZ bitra fi. "All the pupils came and sat down.'

3. E.hl3 wodzI pii. 'He has written many books.'

4. Nyoomo [{im3 1& kimZ s 14, 'The thunder wrecked the house.'

5. NamS nibil dzvre dzemd 12, 'Whose things are lying there?'

6. GbZmél miighdl t3m3 badldbil. 'People are dying like locusts.'

7. Anﬁmiikémé améhe. 'They are at each other's throats.'

8. Emind tsii éha éqﬁmé 1¢ f€7. 'He has built houses for all his wives.'
9. Efcl: mamd 1¢ dukuduku. 'She cut up the cloth into many pieces.'
10. Gbeé kd miibdls. 'A dog is barking.'

Drill 134. Repeat. Iterative forms are underlined.

1 Apildpild 1& ye¢ wohewo. 'He was wounded because of us.'

- ~ soan 2 ~ . s . ! . . - 1

2. AmSfeéfeé nibil sritoidrdtoi. They did varicus things.

’ f
3. HiimedzT 1¢&¢ wiewie kitee k:«ba. '"The old men consulted ameongst themselves.'
~ 1 s
4. GbSh1i dzvredzwré -3 1¢ nl fTZ. 'Dead bodies were scattered all
cver the field.'
5. Am_bibi{ 1¢ sadzi pii. 'They asked him many questions.'
P R PP s . .

6. Gbék-bil{ 1& [wé[wié yi gbf '"The children played by the road-
Poeof. side.’
s v % 1 mlem 2 4 -v'\_- - ' . 1

7. Emamim: KekKee ml nil pii. His mother s group gave me many

presents.

. Gbimdi,le dzodzcd dze nid mi- '"The people did many dances from

dzoi f-Z. around the world.
-~

9. Am_tséketsakeé jikdl srltoi. '"They changed all sorts 2f money.'

10. Am:buUa amrhe ndd ve tsu 'They assembled in the room and
12 mi- nl ams.lesoled. prayed.'

LESSON FLFTY
Contrnation Patrerns; L.w-Hich Verbs:
The tatle below presents the coatonation patterns for verbs with

9¢



low-high tone roots, such as pild 'to wound':

TABLE IX: Contonation Patterns: Low-High Verbs

. Tense Marker Root Marker
Past e
Perfect é v
Progressive mii :
Future baa. c
*
Habirtual D )
Neg. Aorist é. T ()
Neg. Perfect é! o ko
s 1 . . *
Neg. Future e. n
Imp. Sing. v o3
2 . *
Imp. P1. nye. a
Neg. Imp. Sing. kad! o
. Z 0 . , *
Neg. Imp. P1. (ny<)ka. a
Consecutive al T
Neg. Consecut. (a)ka. T
Permiss. Sing. al e
') ’ . *
Permiss. P1. a. a

(1) The high tone of the root remains in all tenses. Except in
Tense 2, Positive Perfect, the initial low Lone of the root 1is
assimilated to mid in a high tone environment within the verb.

(ii) Pronominal subject prefixes and the tense markers mii -
and baéd - undergo the same morphophonemic changes that occur in other
tenses.

Drills: Repeat. Low-High verbs are underlined.
Drill 135

1. Kofi pila ehe. (Past) 'Kofi wounded himself.'

'Ama wounded herself.'




Sowa pild ehe.

(o228

NGa 1¢ pild 1e.
Amcpild 1¢.

Kofi epild ehe.
7. Amd ¢pilé ehe.

S ’

g. pila

Séwa 12,

9. NGG 1¢ epild 2he.
10. Amépild amehe.

Drill 136

) 1
5. Mitkdse nii.

MiTkddzo sané 1d.

~1

8.
9. Sowa miiledzé amcf
10. vod 12 miifli mami

Drill 137
1. Koff{ béégila the.
2. Sdwa badplla ehe.

. 1
3. Amd bluAtiel bo.
, . Lo, A N
4. Yoo 1< badmadze bo.

1
5. w.baakdsz nif.

'
6. 1\4‘(baki5(, Z

— e

>
i

n
Knf{ miiledzé Amd mI

(Perfect)

(Past)

'Sowa hurt himself.'

'The man hurt him.'

'"Thev hurt him,"

e el .

"Kofi has hurt himself.'

'Ama has hurt herself.'

'Sowa has hurt him. '

e ———

"The man has hurt himself.'

'They have hurt themselves.'

'We have hurt him.'

'We hurt him.'

(Preogressive) 'You are molesting me.'

LK}

(Future)

'He is studying.'

‘I am learning.'

'I am adijudicating the case.'

'Kofi is comforting Ama.'

'Ama is comforting Kofi.'

'Sowa is comforting all of them.'

'The woman is buying tco many

cloths on credit.
'Kofi will hurt himself.'
"Sowa will hurt himself.'

"Ama will scratch you.'

he womar will send scmething with

you. '
'We will learn.'

', 4

T owill leern.'

98



7. Madra 12. (Future) '"T will visit him.'

8. Kof{ $rdd mi dada. (Habitual) 'Kofi visits me regularly.'

Séwa pilda ehe. " 'Sowa hurts himself.'

10. Amd [rdzél nImii. " 'Ama keeps me happy.'

Drill 1358

1. Ekasé! nil waa? (Habitual) 'Does he study a lot?'

2, Yoé 1& f£1{5 ncoffén3. O 'The woman buys everything on credit.'

3. Kof{ ekpléen. (Neg. Aorist) 'Kofi did not agree.'

4. bek%bii 14 ekp1z? " 'The children are not willing to
tsu 1¢ min, yaa. enter the room.'

2L . )
5. Yoo nif€ eflii nokdnokd. '"This woman buys nothing on credit.'

6. Séwa ékdsee &wold 1¢. 'Sowa did not study his book.'

7. MfkﬁlEE\. " 'I don't agree.'
8. Wikddzoo le. " 'We do not judge him.'

'"They didn't study.'

. 1
9. Amfkdsee nii.

. 10. Am kdsee wdld 14. " '"They didn't study the book.'

LESSON FIFTY ONE

Drills: Repeat. Low-high verbs are underlined.

Drill 139

, 1
1. MidzImike. (Neg. Perf.) 'I am not crazy.'
2. E wilaka. " ‘He is not blind.’

3. AmTKPITKS. '"They haven't agreed.'

, !
4. Ago ekdsekd ndkd nménk. 'Ago hasn't learned anything today.

L 1]
5. Tet- €kdsekd niT rméné. " '"Tetteh hasn't studied today.'
’ ]
6. aAmd ekdsekd ewold 1¢ nméng." 'Ama hasn't studied her book
today.j

1

7. Yod 1& epilako. 'The woman isn't hurt.

8. Mip!la® mokomoko. (Neg. Fut.) 'I1 will not hurt anyore.'




® )

10.

Wikdseld nokdnokd. (Neg. Fut.)

1
A kB1Es n3k3T feém?. "

Drill 140

1.

2.

9.

10.

1
. Kasém3 mi.

. Kpleémd k

’ 1
Ago ekdse’ nif. (Neg. Fut.)

Tete ékhser wolo.

GbTmZ édzidze? dzata n3a.

06 14 efli niyénii hu,

4

1
Kasém® onii 1¢. (Dir.Imp.Sing.)

.

k [

Me
K

NyZkdsed n3fien3. (Dir.Imp.P1.)

Nyékéseé wolo.
NyfKp1EE nychdd le. "

. Drill 141

1.

(%)

i~

6.

7.

10.

=

. Kaékél%.

. szkacitié~ny£he ye (Neg.Imp.Pl.) 'Don't scratch vyourselves

mel ahii.

Nyékadzidzeé mina3.

Nyékapllaad moko.

NyZkakdsed en?,

Ago asra 1l&. (Indir.

Tetsz c’;k 1

AL

1 N
Yoé 14 afli mamd 1..

Imperat.) 'Ago should visit her.

1

aititl ohe ye me ahi?. (Neg.Imp.

100

We shall not learn anything.'

They won't agree to doing that.'
g

Ago will not study.'

Tetteh will not study books.'

A man will not provoke a lion,'

'"The woman will not buy food
on _credit either,'
Study your subject.’

Imitate me.'

Just agree.'

'Learn everything.'
Study books:'

Agree for his sake.'

Sing.) 'Don't scratch vourself
in front of people!’

'Don't mimic him in front
—_
of people.

'Don't agree.'

in public.’

'Don't provoke me.'

"Don't hurt anyone!'

'"Den't learn this.)'

'"Tetteh must agree.'

'The woman should buy
the clotk on credit.'



Drill 142

1. Akddzo 12 oya.

ro

. Amfhidlu gbdgbd 14. .

3. Ek<é akplé kike. (Consecutive)

1
Titsd kef wokdse nii.

I~

Mikz¢ %11 mama

w

6. Ekcd Amd akpl? kike. "

7. Kofi k& Téte 4lddze "
Amd mi?t
8. Ekef ye{ 1¢ akddzo "

(Indir.Imperat.)

'He_should be tried early.'

'"Thay should jump the wall.'

'He said it should just be agreed

to.'

'Teacher says we should study.'

'T said I will buy cloth on

credit.’

'"He said Ama should just agree.'

'Kofi said Tetteh should comfort
Ama.'’

'He said the women should judge

sané 12. the case.'
9. ékakélz. (Neg. Indir. Imperat.) 'He shouldn't agree!'
10. Amékakpl? dzem® yaa. " 'They shouldn't agree to
going there!'
Drill 143
2
. 1. Kof{ akakddzo sane niZ. (Neg. Indir. Imperat.) 'Kofi should not try
this case.'
]
2. Yoé 1¢ akamddze 1¢ nokd. " 'The woman should not send anything

3. Eke{ wokaplla moko. (Neg.

4. Eked mikatiti mihé

5. NGU 12 k:oé amfkakddzo le. M

6. Amiks<{ ydo akakddzo nikZ "
sane

Ehd3 makdse wolo.

~i

8. Ha wikdse wdlo. "

-~

9. Ny- ‘has gbeK— 1! akdsed niT.

1
~

nad gbekibil 14 akdsed nii.

£

10. Ny

(@i

Consecut.)

(Permiss. Sing.)

(Permiss.

by him.

'He said we shouldn't hurt
anyone. '
. '
'He said 1 shouldn't scratch myself.'
'The man said they shouldn't 3iudge
him.'

'"They said a woman should not try

]
such a case.

'He didn't let me study.'

‘Let us study books.'

Pl.) 'Let the child study.'

" 'Let the children study.'




e.g.

Drill 144.

10.
Drill 145 :

1.

10.

. Koff{

LESSON FIFTY TWO

(i) Low-High verbs of root form CVV,
have a following

e€1éko

Efeen.

. Efeén.

Efeé dinm.

o
=
m
m

Efeé nini

Kof{
miiwién.

Kof{ miiwié soq

. Kaafée~,

. Kaéfle n3kat.

Kaafée

"

. Eedzoods.

Edzol,

N

(Perfect)
(Past)

(Perfect)

£ 14.  (Past)

(Progressive)

LA}

-
i

(Neg.

he )
(Habitual)
féd ohé fido. "
(Progressive)
(Habitual)
(Past)
a. (Habitnal)

102

(feé\)

Imp. Sing.)

such as feén

when in final position.

'He has done it.'

'He did it.'

"to do',

(ii) Such verbs may also lose a V syllable in the following tenses:
Habitual, Neg, Pzrfect, Neg. Future, Dir. Imp., Pl., Neg. Dir. Imp. Pl.
"he hasn't done it.'

Examples of verbs derived from CVV roots are underlined.

'He has become quiet.'

'He did what you said.'

'Kofi is speaking Ga.

'"Kofi is speaking.'

'Kofi is speaking all the time

'Don't do it:'

'Don't do that.

'Don't do evil.

walked.'

came on foot.'

am pursuing your

'The girl shows off

11
"It

do that always.'

ttle.'

tastes bitter.'

"Tt

is bitter.'

said it.'
said vou should

. <. 1
always savs this thing.

¢
<

e

quite

me .

v
case.

1

~
.



Auxiliary

ba and va

(i) The verb roots

ba

LESSON FIFTY THREE

"to come' and ya 'to go' are used

with other verb roots as ingressive prefixes,

though basically low,

(ii) The auxiliary immediately precedes the verb root.
is dependent upon that of the tense.

Drill 146. Repeat,

1.

10.
Drill 147.

1.

L

. Mibasrad 1&.
. Mibasra bd.

. Ebasraa mi dda.

2 +d
Amibakdsee nii.

. Baddra wd wé.

¥
Kof{ bakasé niy.

Its tone,

'Kofi came and studied.'

4 Y
~~ N ’ > ~n []
NGou le bakasé nirmda. The man came and learned to write.'

, X
a

¢ ébakodzd s

—

né

Amd ebikodz¢

1
C .

"Tetteh has been and to judge the case.'

'Ama has been to judge the case.'

and visited him.'

come and visited you.'

'He
Kodzd ebakddzoo sané
Yod 14 ebadraa mi.
Repeat.

Yod 14 ebaflikd ndkd

, ~ Z4
Tete ébakddzor, s3ne nii.

]
Come

comes and visits me regularly.'

14. 'Kodzo did not come and judge the case.'

'The woman didn't come to visit me.'
'"They didn't come to HEudX.'
. 'The woman hasn't come and bought anything

on credit.'

'"Tetteh will not come and judge this.'

and visit us tomorrow.'

Nycbadrad ¢o ¢3.

"Come and visit us tomorrow!

Ay
rd N . / > A~ o~
Kaabadzidze minaa.

< C . ——
Nvikabiadzidzéd wonai

Eked Tite

1
Ekeé AmA akabikasé nii.

. I
H3 gbekd

. 'Don't come and provoke us.

1
dbakdse nii.

1
14 abakldse ni?y.

1
'"Don't come and provoke me.'

'He said Tetteh should come and study.'

"lie said Ama should not come and studv.'

'Let the child come and study.'




’ 1 l ?
. 10. Ny£hid ghekibil 1¢ abakdsed nii. 'Let the children come and study.

Drill 148. Repeat,

1.

2.

=~

10.

. Eyatsdkéo |ikd daa gbl.

Kof{ vatsike [ika.

NuG 12 yatsdke Jiké.

Tete évabi 12 egbdi. '

Amd evab{ 1. egbdi.

LA 7’ )

Yoé 14 eyatsakée fiké 1¢. 'The woman didn't go and change the money.

Am_ yabii mokomoko.

Drill 149. Repeat.

o )

oo

10.

Yod 1. eyabiké moko.

L
T: to. éyatsakér fiké n7.
Akl

Yadtsaké omamd 14.
. Nylyatsakea nyZtalé 14.
. Kaayab{ mdko ndkd

. Nyfkayhbfh moko noké.

Ekee Tite dvatsaké efai 1Z2.
Ek:¢ Amd ayatsake efaf 1..

.

. 1
Ha gbekZ 1¢ ayabi 1. egbii.

‘ t

1

1

t

Kofi went and changed money.'

The man went and changed money.'

Tetteh has gone and asked him his name.'

Ama has gone and asked him his name.'

I went and asked him for money.'

1 have heen and asked him for money.'

I will go and ask him for money.'

He goes and changes money every day.'

They didn't po and ask anyonel'

'"The woman hasn't gone and asked
anyone.'
'"Tetteh will not go and change this
money. '

'"Go and change vour cloth!’

'Go and change your clothes.'

'Don't go and ask anyone anything!'

'Don't go and ask anyone anything!'

'"Me¢ said Tetteh should go and changc.'

'She said Ama should go and change
her hat.'

'Let the child go and ask him his
name. '

KON B A
Nyehald gbekibil 14 avatsakeéa ‘Let the children go _and change

amZtaldl 12,

their clothes.'

_LESSON FIFTY FOUR

‘ Locatives

(1) L-catives are a small subclass oL nouns.  Theyv ¢

=

. ..
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alternative forms for singular and plural, though some of them have full
and reduced variants. They most frequently occur as the Possessed Noun
in Possessive Noun Phrase constructions. The Locatives include:

. ~ 1 1

he - 'outside' misei, near
hew. 'around'; 'because'’ tén. 'middle’
mi , mli- - 'inside' 739, 'with; at'

.;:.. ~ ~ [~ ]
hiv, "front' fl, flfl- 'under
Sce- "back' nad - "mouth’

. ! )
nZ . upon

(ii) An adverbial locative phrase (signifying 'location at') is often
introduced by the limited verb ye¢ 'to be at'.

Drill 150. Repeat.

1. M1 komTT éba erdZ. 'Some people have come to him.'

2. AmStsi amiba emdsci. 'They moved near him.'

3. Wold 1: ka bknléq le nZ. 'The book is lying on the table.'

4. abaf 1. k3 bkpléq le jflf. '"The needle is lying under the table.'

5. Eedzu ebi 12 he. 'She is bathing her child.’

6. MET pii ba tsu 12 min. 'Many people came into the room.'

7. AmCtra tst 18 scc. 'They are sitting at the back of the building.'
8. Kofi nyif Tite hiz. '"ofi went in front of Tetteh.'

9. Lodfidei simd fad 1¢ n3i. 'Birds are standing at the river's edge.'
10. Lo6f13 y<s, ko sé tsé 12 yitéy. 'A white bird is perched on top of the

building.'
Drill 151. Repeat.
1. M1 komf1 ébd epapdmi a-33, 'Some people have come to see his parents.'

- .~ JE T ~ .
2. Amfts{ amiba gbékébil 1c amisei. 'They moved near the children.'

’ . il . ~ ,
3. Wodzi 1& dzwre dkpl2I 1& an3. '"The books are lying on the tables.'
71 s N ) n
4. AbUTY 12 kEmY opkl3Y 1e¢ ari{i. '"The books are lying under the tables.'

PR
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10.

Eedzu ebil 1¢ ahe.

MY pii ba tsUI 12 amiy.

. AmEtrd tsi 1&é asce.

3L ~ Py
Kofi nyi€ Titcne ahie.

\
~

s < , e
LoofTdzl somZ faa 1¢ anaid.

‘She is bathing her children.'

'Many people came into the rooms.'

'They are sitting at the back of the building.'
'Kofi went in front of Tetteh's group.'

'"There are flocks of birds by the rivers.'

LoS6f3dz1 yédzT s3m3 tsOY 12 'White birds are perched on top of the
ayicéar,. buildings.'

Drill 152. Repeat.

’

Nﬁmé 733 etee.

Nim3 hewo oba.

No hewl eba.

Kofi hew. eba.

G3d s:< gb- dzi gbe.
Emi- dz..

634 13 07 kwo.

Ehe y= fio.

Ts: amitér, mokomé.

Drill 153. Repeat.

10.

Eba bii nyZscc dfi.
End 1: y: faa 12 nai.

Ebi: miiwa ehe.

"To whom did she go?'

'"For whom did you come?'
'That was what brought her.'
'She came because of Kofi.'
'Accra leads the world.'

'He is kind.'

'The mountain is high.'

'she is beautiful.'

'call one of them.'

'"He came here last year.'
'He saw him by the river.

'This place hurts him.'

Gbad 1¢ niny wind ye dzrd 12 nl. '"Tell him what we saw i- the market.'

Dzim so ékpakpa.

'The place was full of people.'

GbimZ1 dz: aklowdl l: f27 ami-,. 'People came from all the villages.'

Yei kom?1 tra kTntél asze.

. . . 1
'Scme women were sitting behind baskets.
'"They were sitting down.'
'Thev are asking after vour healch.'

: 3 '
'"Her hecd is tender on tcp.



Drill 154. Repeat.

1. S=¢ 12 hi. '"The other side is good.'

2. Nohew3 14, ®baax. 'Because of that, he didn't come.'
3. Foé hif 14 ohd mi. 'Slice off the front part for me.'
4. Ent bo fifi. 'He has understood you.'

5. End 6sdné 1& fifi. 'He has understood your case.'

6. Adzié eyi ve emédgqbbﬁ 12 hewo. 'He was praised because of his persistence.'

7. Eyahé a1t ye agbd 1¢& ndid. 'He went and bought something at the gate.'
8. Kaafo y¢ mihews. 'Don't weep for me.'

9. Edzémé 13 qﬁé\. 'He has a very pleasant place.

10. Obid 1& ye féo wia. 'Your place is beautiful.'’

LESSON FIFTY FIVE

Andind Adesi. 'A Spider Story'

Be ké 14, dzée An33nd ni y3d, ke er;d Kdnole,
'Once upon a time, there lived Spider, with his wife Kornorley,
ke ebi Kwakdité. Ni mir, ni améydd mif 1¢,
and his son Kwakutey. The town in which they lived was struck by a
hZm3 ba dzémf waa. Hewd 1¢, An3dnd ke ewebil 1¢ fE¥ t2e amiyafeé yele
serious famine. Therefore, Spider and all his household
~mv agbo.
went and made a huge yam farm.
Béni efwé fido nI ye1lé 12 badbd pe, nI An3dnd
When the yam was almost ripe,
ked ke egbd 14, 4f0 le ye rmd 12 mis.

Spider said if he died he should be buried on the farm.

107




Ets}¢c kwlaa nl And@ind bagbd, ni afi le ye nmd 1¢ min. II benT y21lé 12 bd 1¢,

Shortly afterwards Spider died, and he was buried on the farm. But when
the yam was ripe, '

dda 1eébl beni ewebil 1¢ badyad nm3 1¢ min 1€,
by the time his family reached the farm every morning

df3 velé 12 pii mémo. Hewd 1¢, Kwakutd ki Kdnole

much of it had been dug up alrcady, Therefore, Kwakutey and Kornorley
J& amdgd agbo amemd +mJ l¢ mi- .
made a big scarecrow and put it in the farm.
AN 3 ~ c o~ ) e
Amagd ng?, ama sdr-, ake feén. Nak3l maqké 14, béni An3ind

This scarecrow was made of sticky gum. That night, when Spider
yi f} kedz: egbdényd adékd 1¢& mir, . éyaéfé y=1¢ 14 pe, ni end amigé 14.
came down from his coffin to uproot yams, he noticed the figure.
Kzke ni ekcén, '""Dzeé miqm% ¢ mi-, nd 14, mégba otd{ mir."
Then he said, "Get off my farm, or I will slap you in the ear.”
GbZm® 14 efdo edda mi-, hews 1!, And3nd ke enIne dzrZ gbd &tof
The person did not reply, therefore Spider slapped his ear with his right
mi-, kek: nI eniné 12 ka. Eke ebeki gbd 2tof mi-,
hand, and his hand stuck. He slapped the other ear with his left,

e - - r
ni nak3i niné 1é hi ka. Eke enidz?y S im

-’

le ni nome
and that hand also stuck. He kicked him with his feet, and these
hi kikad. Naigbeé 1¢, ekec emiisd he lo, ni emusd
also stuck. Finally, he bumped him with his stomach, and his stcmach

ho ka. AnE3nd bol’ aahlu, 'T gbIm? 1 efdo edda mi- .

alsec stuck., Spider shouted and shouted, but the figure did not replv.
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Béni dzd tséld ni 273 ke ebil 1& ba nmd 12 mif 14,
. When dawn came and his wife and children came to the farm,
ndi An3ind kpe te amﬁgé 1¢ hiZ. AmEfEZ Amfbo amfkeé.
there was Spider stuck to the scarecrow. They all shouted and said,
"Hewd 14, dda néé, bo of33 woyelé 14. Ni ogbdkd, nI rmdi
"And so, all this time, you have been digging upour yam. And you are
not dead,
séqq\éhé ofwi nZké?" fi ké 14, amfyi 1e fI.
and good feeding has made you grow so fat." Yet, they set him down.
ff higbld ndd sdnn hdwd 1¢, And3nl dzo foi kedze qmé 1¢ min ketee f{é,
But in shame, Spider ran home from the farm,
ni ekwo k:tee tsﬁqééﬁ 12 n3d eyateé dzené, ni enyég eyi fi kwlaa.
and climbed to the roof-eaves and hid there, and he would not come down.
No hewd ni daa néé, ang3nd hi3 tsﬁnﬁéé néé 4.

. That is why a spider always stays in the roof-eaves.

LESSON FIFTY SIX

ni and ni

(i) ni. 'and' introduces or joins sentences and clauses. (When
joining single words or phrases, particularly nominals, 'and' is k&.)

(ii) ni. 'since', 'that', 'when' introduces adjectival and adverbial
clauses. As a relative, it is preceded immediately by its antecedent
noun, with which it is sometimes compounded tonally into a single word,
Zni . 'who'! héni 'where'

. .
~ -~ . 1 ~
n3ni- 'which', 'what' bonY, b ni. 'how'; 'as'

béni, beni. 'when'




Drill 155. Repeat.

1. Mina ntd l< ke ené 1¢. 'l saw the man and his wife.'
s N 1
2. Kof{ y® %3mI ke kénd-. 'Kofi ate kenkey and fried fish.'
N ! N 7
3. K3mi ke kéndr 733\, 'Kenkey and fried fish tastes good.'

t ’,
4. GbékZbii ke onlkpal f€7 mligbdl. 'Both children and adults are dying.'

5. Mina 1¢ ni mib{ 12. 'I saw him and asked him.'
6. Sowa te.ri ni ewiéx. 'Sowa stood up and spoke.'
7. Amdfo fikpéﬂ, ni amZhi n%, 'They staked out some land,
ni amEdu yil-. ploughed it, and planted yam.'
8. Ni Yésu fo. 'And Jesus wept.'
9. Kofi béff ni Amd bawd. 'Kofi left it and Ama picked it up.'
10. Yei hé? ni? ni hiI yeu. "It is women who cook for men to eat.'

Drill 156. Repeat.

] N
1. Yei hd' niT ni hil yeo. "lt is women who cook what men eat.'
2. Nud 14 n ba bid 1¢ egbé. "The man who came here is dead.'
I ~ ,:, ! P 4 ..'. .
3. Ete 1 gbl ni dzi gbil étk. 'He rose on the third day.'
, ]
4, NI eebd 1!, té fi fido. 'Since he is coming, sit down for a whilc.'
5. BénI obd 1!, etra bild. '"When you came, he was sitting here.'
“ ;o ! A .
6. N7nT ofed 1o ehTin. 'What you did was not good.'
7. L. hi etec hénI oteé 1¢. 'He too went where you went.'
/ N
8. Eetdd mdni fT té 1¢. 'He is looking for the one who threw
, , the stone.'
9. Eetad boni otsd ofeen. 'He is trying to find out how you did
. ) ic.'
10. N eflte 14, tsd of3. 'Since it is spoiled, throw it away.'

LESSON FIFTY SEVEN

Interrcgative Words

(i) Question sentences are cfren miarked by the presence of Interrcgative
words. Interrcogative Precnouns function both as single-word sentences
and as parts i lonper sentences. They almost always occur initially in
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the sentence or clause, even when objects of verbs. Interrogative Particles
occur only in sentences or clauses; they occur initially, finally or in
both positions.

(ii) Interrogative Pronouns seem to be compougds or Bhrases of other
words with one of 2 interrogative syllables, mk and na.

(a) with mé:

’ > VAN
mini (full form); méE (reduced form). what?'
me=be . 'when?'
mie gbi. 'when?'
mE¢ gb3m3. 'what 'kind of person?’
(L md ' '
me € fTa. what house?
médba . 'why?'
méchewo, 'why?'

,
~

(b) with nd:
nam?. "who?'
nZgb. ‘where?’

(iii) Interrogative Particles

(a) Single, initial:

ani. Neutral Interrogative

b. . Assumptive Interrogative
té; dto- Assumptive Interrogative
bt Assumptive Interrogative
té. 'which?'

Assumptive Interrogatives indicate that the speaker implies that the
probable truth of the content of the question has been assumed. Thus
they often have contentious or combative connotations.

(b) Single, final:

16+ Neutral Interrogative

b{d . Assumptive Interrogative

é¢. Intensive Interrogative




The Intensive Interrogative emphasises questions.

(¢) Double, initial and final:

(Similar correlatives can be made of some items from (a) and (b) above.)

Drill 157.

10.

Drill 158.

w

. ~

te. . . .

-~ ~
ani

Repeat.
MTnt n.

Mén% ni.

Mén% oke-l 11,
MZnY ok . 11,
Mint ok 14 14,
M Xbe obadbd.

M-Zbe mibd.

o
o8]

(_)
(b A
w2-

Méébe voo le

gb™mZ dz{ bo.

N
MZ3
Pl

MzE

Repeat.

MZeba Kofi feé nakai.
Mitba am’gbee 14 14.
MEZba nysbdli: nTki.

M nY hew: ni owo atalé -m ni.
[

N

-
MZZ€ hew: oblu mamd -mén

Nam~ tsTY bo G3 wiém
Nam? fai> n..

o '
Nam?Y ond y¢ dzimS.

Nogbh! ovaa.

Nogpbr midEE 1. vil.

"how?'

Neutral Interrogative

'"What
'"What
'"What
'"What
'What
"When
"When
'When
"What

"What

'

is this?'

is it?'

was it you said?'

did you tell him?'

was it you told him?'
will you come?'

shall I come?’

did the woman come home?'
kind of person are you?'

kind of child is this?'

'Why did Kofi do that?'

'Why didn't they kill him?'

'Why are vou shouting so much?’
'Why are you wearing European-style
dress today?'

'Why are you not wearing African-
style cloth today?'

"Who taught you to speak Ga?'
'"Whese hat is this?'

"Whom did you see there?'

"Where are you going?'

"Where is my drink?’

—i
=
[



Drill 159. Repeat.

. 1. Ani eegbd onii. 'Is he bothering you?'

2. AnY esa ni efée ndkaY. "Is it fitting that he should do that?'
3. BE€ ef&é momon. 'But he has already done it?'

4. B h3m3 vée bb. 'Surely you are not hungry?'

5. Té oné aké An3kwile n%. "Now do you see that that is the tructh?'
6. TS ofwié wih1& afi. 'You have disgraced us after all?'

7. Té [13 o1 dzi 1e. 'Which house is it?'

8. Té mSni dts3% 1e. '"Which person 40 you mean?'’

9. Eke€ dbadya 14. 'He is asking whether you will go.'
10. Eb{ ak? Sn¥ Kofin 16. 'He asked whether you have seen Kofi.'

Drill 160. Repeat.

1. Biulu dz{ mT beed. 'You consider me a fool, don't you?'
2. éfif{u 1¢ béd. 'You have cheated him, haven't you?'
‘ 3. Ny=miiba &¢. 'You are coming, aren't you?'

4. 0bl 1¢ €. 'You have asked him, haven't you?'

5. BS obl 18 €¢. 'Surely you have asked him, haven't you?'
6. TS oni n3nT miked 12 &é. 'Now you have realized what I said, haven't

- you?'

7. Ani eeba 16. 'Is he coming?'

8. Ant T:te nf 14. 'Was it Tetteh?'

9. Té dy3d tIan. '"How are you?'
10. Té wbadfée tZEn. "What shall we do?'

LESSON FIFTY EIGHT

Some Pronoun Equivalents

(1) In the singular:

(a) moko. 'someone' nékd -  'something'
' (b) mZflE&mZ, 'everyone' nJfEEnT. 'everything'
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On the pattern of (b), any singular noun can be used distributively when

repeated with f&& in the structure N - f£2 - Ny, e. g.
~ o~ -;~ ~n ] 1 ¢:¢~ N [] '
nuu £J€ nud. every man tso fZe tso- every tree
(L4 com 2 '
/13 fce Jia. every house

(ii) The plurals corresponding roughly to these singulars are Noun
Phrases of the structure Noun + Qualifier:

(a) m€1 komfI. 'some people’ nibil kom€I., ‘'some things'

(b) The adjectival féZ qualifying a plural noun has an inclusive signifi-
cation;

mi1 £37, 'all people' tsei fZ€. 'all trees'
nivil f&c 'all things' J{QT féZ . 'all houses'

(iii) Moko and ndkd, when reduplicated, colligate only with negatives:
mokomoko.  'nobody' nokonokd . 'nothing'
Drill 161. Repeat.
1. Moke miiba bid. 'Someone is coming here.'
2. Moko nyfé agbd 12 naa. 'Someone is walking outside.'

3. Ond moko kwlaa ebiho dz<{mZ? 'Have you seen anyone at all go there?’

4. Eefd eets< moke. '"He is crying out for someone.'
5. MinZkd moko ye bid. 'I haven't seen anvone here.'
6. NSkd k& gbl! 12 nT. '"There is something on the road.'
7. NOkd miigb.er.. ‘Something is making & noisec. '
8. Oond ndkd vz k3 gbd 12 nZ? 'Can vou see scmething white lying on the road?’
9. Badwxwe nokd. "Come and see something. '
10. OnTkd nakA. '"You haven't seen anything vet.'
Drill 162. Repeat.
1. M iTZm? abd. '"Evervbady should come.'
2. MU ERTat ke 1. ndkd. '"Evervhody gave him semething.'

g ~ .. .- ]
3. EsUmY™ mlfT.nmY si3ne. "ie likes everybodv.

p—
3
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4. Ehél miflem3 eyeo. 'He trusts everybody.'

‘ 5. B{ m¥fiem3 ni ostmd3. ‘Ask anyone you like.'
6. Ebadfée n3f&en3. 'He will do everything.'
7. N3fZZn? sa ehic. 'He approves of anything.'
8. Gbad 1! nZfZZn3. 'Tell him everything.'
9. Ehéd n3ff&n¥ eyeo. 'He believes everything.'
10. Feém™ n3f&fn3 ni bslim33. 'Do whatever you like.'

Drill 163. Repeat.

~an ln  Am s e
1. NUU f5€ nGd 4hi€ cd. 'Every man should carry a gun.'
2. Yoo f€€¢ yoo atre dzatsd. 'Every woman should carry a load.'
3. Mantse fE€Z mAntse tsl mdko keba.  'Every chief sent somebody there.'
4. Amcgbe nil f&€ nld. : '"They killed every man.'
~ [ A4 oa [ad ' '
5. Ame 3@ (13 f&¢ J1a. They burnt every house.
6. Yoo £ voo bi nyIf 2hic. 'Every woman's child walked in front
‘ L . of her.'
7. 13 feF fié mi-, bil dze kpo. 'The people in every house came out.'
8. 7m33d ndd £&¢ nll gb#i. 'Write every man's name.'
9. Keé ydo f&EF ydo Iiké. 'Give every woman money!'
10. qméé ogb:1 ye Swdlo f€& wdlo min. 'Write your name in every book of
'
yours.

Drill 164. Repeat.

1. M1 kom®1 miiba bid. 'Some people are coming here.'
1
2. MZ1 komET nyi# tsl 12 sce. 'Some people are walking behind the
) house.'

3. I kom®T sTm>3 dsine. 'Some people don't like him.'

. - 1
4. MInd ofT komfi ye dzémZ. 'I have seen some people here.'
5. Nibil komfl dzwre gbé 12 n3. 'There are things lying on the road.'
6. Ona nibil komél ye gb? 1¢ tey? 'Did you see things in the middle of

) the road?'

7. Egbaa nibil fZ¥ n1 xfeé 1t. 'He doesn't tell all that he went

, , . through.'

. 8. E-3 mt1 2% ni b dzémd 1¢. 'He greeted all the people who came there.’
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9. Tsei f&¢ wdo yibii. 'All trees bear fruit.'

‘

10. Dzée tséi fées woo yibii. 'It isn't all trees that bear fruit.'

Drill 165. Repeat.

1. Mokcmoko bé tso 1¢ mi- . ‘There is no-one in the room.'
2. Mokomoko bikd le nokd. ‘No-one has asked him anything.'
, 3. Eb{kd mokomoko nékd. 'He hasn't asked anyone anything.'
J 4. éqmékb mokomoko gbél. 'He hasn't written anyone's name.'
5. Kadkd. mokomoko. 'Don't tell anyone.'
6. Nokdnokd gbaa e&nii. '"Nothing worries him.'
7. Onokdnokd ek?Z minic. 'Nothing you have makes me envious.'
8. Mikokd endkénokd dai. 'I have never taken anything of his.'
9. Kadbi mi nokdnokd. 'Don't ask me anything.'
10. Kadwle nokdnokd he. 'Don't complain about anything.'

LESSON FIFTY NINE

. Blofd .mé bi 'The Pineapple Child'

(2L BN

Be k& 1! dzée ndd ko nI y2%, ni eye -3 nI foon,

' T .
Once upon a time there was (lit: was not) a man, and he had a wife whe was harr

Eyar3 -3 Kloklo, obldyoo ko,

He went and teook another wife, a younger woman,

hia efdon.

SRS
p—t
m

but she too proved barren.
Gbi ké 14 nul 12 ena nlkpa 1¢ tee -m¥ mi-, amiyafd blofd-mé.
One day the man and his senior wife went to the farm to cut pineapple.

’ N 1
41 blifé mé 10 bo waa dk!, "Kadfd wi, kadfo mi. K ofdo mi 14,

But the pincapple shouted out, "Don't cut me, don't cut me. If you
don't cut me,

manao bi." Yoo 1! efdo 1., Kok. ni
. T will give you a child.”  The weman did not cut it. And
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’

Bleféqmé bibido nt mi emasei 1& ts3
a little pineapple nearby turned
. biydo. f’i nGd 18 ke e-q'é 1 wo f’)’. dké
into a baby girl. But the man and his wife promised that
émégbéﬂ mokomoko
they would not tell
hénT &dz:. Ni Amd ke gbék® 12 ba fié le,
anyone where she came from. When they brought the baby home,
obldydd 13 b31 bimd n¥ atss3 1¢ heni e&dze,
the young woman began asking to be told where it came from,
If amfes?z 12, Obldydd 12 gbd ewd 1& nda aahd keyaff
But they did not tell her. The woman pestered,
ghek? 12 bada.
her husband even till the child was quite grownm up.
. Hews 14 ndd 12 gba le,
Therefore the man told her,
ni ewo fI dké ehéﬁ mokomoko 41é.
and she promised that she wouldn't reveal it.
Gbi ko bénI nlid 12 ke erd nékpa 1¢ tee nmd mir 1¢,
One day when the man and his senior wife went to the farm,
hZm3 bi1 gbek? 1e yeli,

the child became hungry,

ni ebi 2&nyZ £{46 1¢ niyénii.

and she asked her step mother for something to eat.

[SEN

ydo 14 efdo mir.

But the woman did nct answer.




1
4

Kzke ni ekeén, "Edz{ nImdmi ye bie ki 14, ebadhZ mI nli maye."
. So she said, "If my mother were here, she would give me food to eat."
Keke ni obldydd 14 hil kééx, "Dzeé dzel!
And the young wife retorted, "Get away with you,"
Dzée Bloféqmé bi kéke dz{ bs." N{ gbeké 1¢ nd én€ ndnn pe,
Aren't you just a pineapple child?'" As soon as the child heard this,
ni eyf{ qmé 12 mi- gbe. Beénl dyad 14
she set out for the farm. On the way
eefé, eeld: '""Adene free 12i ke;
she wept and sang: "Adene would not fetch firewood;
Adene tsfc mi gb¥m3 bi; Adene ts¢ mi blofénmé bi;
Adene would not call me a human child; Adene called me a pineapple child;
Adene huli, Adene.'" Obldydo 1¢ yi ésce,
Adenc, alas, Adene."” The young woman followed her,
J{ gbeki 14 waan. Enyé ke ets: nd amé
but the child would not stop. Her parents saw them
ni améyl es. _,

and pursued her,

[N

i ewda. . NE oefe m¥ 1& ml, pé
but she did not step. When she reached the farm
ni ets? Blzféwmé.
she turned into a pineapple.
i etse kpé enine
But her father reached out
mi- em? eyitswdl. VYitswdl 1> kpd wo ed? ni

+

and grasped her hair. The hair came off in his hand and

-_47_#7_47_;_t_47_#7_4*__*__4__*__*_44_44_44Jlﬁ,44,44.4——4—7~—f-—*'4*'4"“""“*“—‘*



ekcbua etsitsi n3. No dzi yitswél
. he pressed it to his chest. That is the hair
ni yd> nil tsitsi n3 1¢.

on a man's chest.

LESSON SIXTY

I. N3akil. 'that'

N3kaI, as noun and adjective, can precede the head of its Noun Phrase or
sentence, or follow the Verb or its other noun objects.

Drill 165. Repeat.

1. NZKZT nud 14 ebd bid. 'That man has come here.'
2. Mfkéné nik3ii wold 14. 'I have read that book.'
3. N&m3 wo 1le ndkis gbéi le. 'Who gave him that name?'

1 1 \
4. NZK3T wiém¥ 1¢ en33 mindE. 'I don't find that allegation very pleasant.'

5. Kadfée nIkAT. 'Don't do that.'
‘ 6. Kadfée 12 n3kAT. 'Don't do that to him.'
7. NZk3T mifeé. 'That was what I did.'
8. Eke{ n3kaf. 'He said so.'
9. Nak3l ebi 12 keén. 'That was what his child said.'
10. EnTT n3kai. 'That's no good.'

II. NZkZ. 'this'; 'such'

nekI, 'this,' functions as an adverb or a nominal.‘ In prehead
position it is usually correlated with posthead né€ 'this'.

Drill 166. Repeat.

1. Na3m? wo le nZké gbei. 'Who gave him a name like that?'
2. NEm® bd 12 nZké mimd. 'Who dressed her in such a cloth?’
3. Mnt tief bd ngké. 'What scratched you like that?'

L. MZZba ebél>s nZké. 'Why is he shouting so?'

e
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10.

ITI

’ A e
NI kI nil né€ babi &f71.

v

NIk yile nZ€ kwéd oya.
N ~y <1
Afd0lo neke tseéi nE€.

;X ~y A~
ObadsUmo néke nud?

N .

ObaanyZ néké gbek&bil?
Kadfée nfZke.

. 1 1
. Dzee not

'This man came and engaged her.'

'This yam grows fast.'

'"These trees should be cut down.'

'Would you like such a man?'

"Can you cope with such children?'

'Don't behave this way.'

Dzée, a particle of negation, precedes the word, phrase or sentence it
negates.

Dri

11 167. Repeat.

10.

Dzée bd.

Dzée 1le.

Dzée opapa.

Dzée nik3i.

Dzée nZke.

Dzée Titec feéw.

Dzée nokd.

Dzée éskul wold 12 nd\?
Dzée bleoo obasfée..

Dzée malemZ obadmile.

Limited Verbs

'Not
"Not
"Not
"Not
"Not
"It

e
'Is

"Don

'Don

U
you.

he.'
your father.'
that way.'
this way.'
wasn't Tetteh who did it.'
s nothing.'
this not his textbook?'
"t be slow.'

't tell lies.'

LESSON SIXTY ONE

Limited verbs are invariable in form (i. e. they do not occur with verb
tense affixes and contonation patterns). They are:

dzi.

"to be'
1 1
to have

'

te be that'

x !

to have';'to be'

Ve
I !
b'~ 'ro have not
nZ "to be this'



Drill 168. Repeat.

. 1. NEmd dz{ 12. 'who is he?'

2. Midz{ odraivd 14. 'T am your driver.'

3. N%nT esumd3 dz{ bldm3. 'What he enjoys is making noise.'
4. Kofi ni. "It is Kofi.'

5. Dzulc ni. 'He is a thief.'

6. Nim3 ni 'Who is it?'

7. NUG 14 ni gbo 12 né. 'This is the man who died!'

8. NimX né. 'Who is this?'

9. GmAmin né? 'Is this your mother?’
10. Enftsim® né. 'This is his current craze.'

Drill 169. Repeat.

1. Amd y2 fiké. Ama has money.'

2. Amd hé ye féo. 'Ama is beautiful.'
’ 3. Amd yé Ga. 'Ama is in Accra.'
4. Sane 1l¢ ye mir. ‘The story is true.'
5. Mensd be [1kd. 'Mensa does not have money.'
()

6. Mrisi be bid. 'Mensa is not here.'

7. Mfdsd sine bé mi- . 'Mensa's case is not valid.'
8. Té eyld tien. '"How is she?'

9. Etst yld bid 14, 'This is his house here.'
10. NimZ y3> fiké. 'Who has money?'

LESSON SIXTY TWO

I. Dialogue: Invitation

.44
A: dyé nii momo? 'Have you eaten already?'

B: Daabi{. '"No.'




A: HE w. yayC nokd md? 'Let's go and eat something.'

B: Eny%€\ dtswi. 'What's the time?'

A Nyigmé ke enyﬁ ke fa. 'Twelve thirty.'

B: Wimd nI woya nmle komé. 'Let's wait and go at one o'clock.'
A: Odzogbary. "Okay.'

II. K=, 'and'; k<, "when'

(i) kc 'and' links words and phrases, coordinatively or subordinatively.
Linked nominals remain noun phrases. K¢ may link a series of verbs by
replacing the nominal subject after the first in the series.

(ii) k€ 'when, if' is an adverb introducing clauses in the sentence.

Drill 170. Repeat.

1. Agbe Kofi k& Kwafi. 'Kofi and Kwashi have been killed.'
2. Wond hif 18 ke améqamé 1. 'We saw the men and their wives.'
3. Eets® mi ke bo. 'He wants you and me.'

4. K¥mI ke Kena 1,50, "Kenkey and fried fish tastes good.'

5. Cbékibii ke onékpa{ f2€ miigbdl.'Children and adults are both dying.'
6. Enya mihe ke mfffee. 'He welcomed me happily.'

7. Kof{ k% lcma 010 tsd 1é€. 'Kofi cut down the tree with an axe.'
8. MI k. 1z baawle~. "I shall speak to him.'

9. Oke sikle ewd til 1&¢ mi? 'Have you put sugar in the tea.'
10. Amd +> wold 14 ef? IT. 'Ama has put the book down.'

Drill 171. Repeat.

1. S3né 12 ube ke [wa mﬁﬂ 12 mir fZZ. 'The news spread all over town.'

2. Kof{ ybt k. bia w. waa. '"Kofi helped us a great deal.'

3. GbékZniiti 12 1l ke téké bu 14. 'The boy jumped over the hole.'

4. Wodzo fui ketee GA. 'We escaped to Accra.'

5, KGU 12 dzo foikeodze G& k.bats? '"The man ran through here from
biz k-tce Mamp™ . Accra to Mampong.

6. Tote ts” Kor{ kiba. "Tetteh called Kofi there.'



7. Etsé Ame keba. '"He called them here.'

4 ! [}
' 8. HIf 12 tsa gbekébii 1& ketee. 'The men sent the children on.'
’ 'n'.
9. Kofi{ tsi [Tnaﬁ 1¢ kegbeé jl. 'Kofi pushed the door down.'
, )
10. Kof{ kéhd mi. 'Kofi gave it to me.'

Drill 172. Repeat.

1. Mikde 1& k€ mI ke le kpe. 'TI shall tell him if I meet him.'
2. K ohIE tsé pé ni obd. 'Come as soon as you wake up.'
! . S n
3. K emir éfG 14 eyaf; T °- 'If he's angry let him go burn the sea.'

1 ’

4. K& bd ni le, té dbadfle t&EN. 'If it were you, what would you do?'

5. Esim33 nI atséd le ké ewd. 'He doesn't like being woken up when he
is asleep.'

LESSON SIXTY THREE

I. Linking Words

Other clause-linking and clause-initial words include:

‘ kd ni. 'so that' edzaakd . 'because’
ST "but ' dza- 'unless; except'
ot ' 1 . 1 !
aks | that aloo. or

Drill 173. Repeat.

1. Yaid ni oyabi le. 'Go and ask him.'

2. EkS ®to kénl okani. 'He hid it so that you wouldn't see it.'

3. Mébé nl woyl amEHBB. 'I shall come so we can go to their place. '
4. Egbeé j%, jﬁ epilaan. 'He fell down, but he didn't hurt himself.'
5. Etse ni, f{ ebliu 12. 'That's his father, but he doesn't

respect him.'
6. Kedm®™ 18 akd énZmems] 1¢ eba. 'Tell him that his friends are here.'

7. Bf 1¢ aké ebadya 16. 'Ask him whether he will go.'

8. Efwé dhe aké efeé nﬁkai. 'He regretted doing that.'

4 . » : !
ITya. 'l have finished, and so I am leaving.

. 9. Migbe naf hewdld m




’ 10. Dzen édd hewdld: wdmiiya qfis 1¢ n33. 'It's hot, so we are going to the
beach.'

Drill 174. Repeat.
1. Kof{ eydan édzadké &bé hewale. 'Kofi didn't go, because he wasn't well.'

2. Mibu le &, édzadkd esdne édzdan. 'I gave judgment against him, because
he was wrong.'

3. Eh3~ bo, dza obi 1¢. 'He will not give it to you unless
you ask him.'
4. Dza mitee. 'T had better be going.'
’ ) ¢ 1 |l
5. Wcyéd nii, dza dba. 'We won't eat until you come.
6. énﬁ, dloo 2kfkpa ehe. 'Should he drink it, or rub it on his
) . . body?"'
7. Mits: mifJ, aldo mikéke le. 'Should I throw it away, or give it
to him.?'
8. Okeé ebd, dloo &ba? 'Did you say 'he has come' or 'he
came'?’
. C
9. Ekd 14 miba. : 'I may come.'
10. Ekd 1 dzée en? ni. 'Maybe it doesn't belong to him.'
' II. Aspects of Negation

(i) A Noun Phrase of Noun plus Indefinite Adjective, ko, when redupli-
cated, has a negative signification and occurs with a negative verb.

e. g. hékd. 'somewhere'; hékdhekd » 'nowhere’
gbiko« 'one day'; gbikogbTko. 'never'
(ii) A few adverbs occur only with negative verbs:
don 7. 'not again; never'
koksoko. 'not at all; never'
Drill 175. Repeat.
1. Hékdhekd edzlikd. 'There¢ is no peace anywhere.'

2. Kadbi mi Kof{ kd Kofi k& he sane. 'Don't ask me about Kofi!'

- ~ - . . 1
3. Wowbkd le gbli ko gb¢il ko. 'We haven't given him any name.
4. Eydkd hékdhekd, 'He is around here somewhere.'
~ , > LA PERP PV I, X i _ _
. 5. Wiém® ko wiem ko e- il enaa There is no woerd he is foncer of
fe "kokook ! than 'never'.'



6. Ebda dir,

' 7. Mibii 1e

T

d¥nr .

]
He doesn't come anymore.'

'I won't ask him again.'

8. Kadya Koforidda d¥%qr,. 'Don't go to Koforidua again.'

9. EkpIZ: kokooko.

'He will never agree.'

10. Kof{ efé* ndkal kckooko, 'Kofi will never do that.'

LESSON SIXTY FOUR

I. Emphatic Personal Pronouns

A personal pronoun is emphatic when it occurs as the independent subject
of a verb retaining the pronominal subject prefix, or as the independent
possessor in a noun phrase retaining the possessive pronominal prefix.

Drill 176.

Repeat

1. L: efeén.

1
2. L efiké nY.

3. MI mikd
4. Bo ovma
. 5. Ekz¢ bo
6. Bo ok:é
7. Bo cke€

8. Wo waméz

wold 1¢
wolo 1¢

éyd.

3
-

dbaanys .

me

n

'It was he who did it.'
'It is his money.'

. 'It was I who took the book.'

. 'Was it you who wrote the book?'
'He said you should go.'
'It was you who told me.'

'You asked for it:.'

'"This is our country.'

9. Wo wobfi 12. 'We will not ask him.'
10. Esum®™% nI w2 wibd. 'He doesn't want us to come.'
I1. Postarticles

(i) Postarticles are nominals which can immediately follow and qualify
a2 closed noun phrase. They are invariable in form:

mys

di

-

28

ntse.

'self’ ps. 'only'

'all' hi. 'too, also'

(ii) Postarticles also occur as adjuctives in pronominal phrases.




Drill 177.

Repeat.
~ ,~ J
1. Hi1 f£¢ dré&.

2. Hit 1% f2z drh.

N
’

3. Eetsé nyZ fEZ,
4. Le diZ:tse ekeé destmd.

5. Etse diéqtsg ke é.

1l

6. Yob 1t diéqtse kehd mi.
- y

7. Kad wa gbekZ 1& pe.

8. Wo pé dtsien.

14 hu eba.

[t 1N
(T

9. Ebin%

10. Woni 1le hi.

'A11 men are big.'

'A11 the men are big.'
'He wants all of you.'
'"He himself said he liked it.'

'His own father said it.'

'"The woman herself gave it to me.'

'Don't blame the child alone.’

'We were the only ones he didn't invite.'

. 1
'His son too has come.

'We saw him too.'

III. Gerunds and Cognate Nouns

Nouns formed from verbs function in sentences similarly to non-derived
nouns and serve as subjects, objects as well as in possessive constructions.

Drill 178. Repeat.

1. Estimt? wiémd.
2. Ga wiémd 355\.
3, Blofd wiém? wa.
]

~, A -~ r o~
4., Ameb5T 1. sanebim3.

W
.

6. Am{foo Ga yaa.
7. Gbole miigba enasa.
1

8. O/raa aka'raa wbd.

9. Ekpa y.l-véli.

10. Ake gbimZgbel. éfée néﬁnyu.

’ A N
ks . s 4 ~
Hiimedz1 1: miitsd nye kpee.

'He 1loves to talk,'

'Ga is a pleasant language.'
'English is a difficult language.'

'They started asking him questions.'

'They often go to Accra.'

‘His problem is age.'

'"May no accident befall us.'
'He has stopped eating yams.'

'"You don't make friends with a murderer.'

126
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LESSON SIXTY FIVE

. , 1. Dialogue: Borrowing a Book
A: Oye wold 1¢ ekd? 'Have you got a copy of the book?'
~y o 4 wd
, B: Thig, j? dye f1a. 'Yes, but it's in the house.'
A: Obadny? dkémid mi ké ogbe n3i? 'Can you lend it to me when you
finish?'
, P
B: Mikdnekd mitdkd kwlaa. 'I still have a lot of it left
to read.'
A: N6ké bibido keéke mitddo 'I only want to check a minor point
mikwe y& min. of detail in it.'
B: Blé badko nmedzi nySqmﬁ, '"Then come for it at 10, and return
kénT dkébd leébl mArkpa. it early in the morning.'
A: Yoo. dylwala déqq. 'Okay. Thank you very much.'

II. Adverbs

(i) Adverbs are mostly invariable in form and, within the Verb Phrase,
follow the verbs they modify.

(ii) Usually, not more than 2 adverbs occur consecutively in the same
‘ verb phrase, in the order, Adverbs of (1) Manner (2) Quantity (3) Place
(4) Time.

(iii) Some adverbs and adverb phrases can occur cutside the verb phrase,
at the beginning of the sentence.

Drill 179. Repeat.

1. Ebéa oya. '"He didn't come quickly.'
2. Wiémd blcoo. 'Speak softly.’
3. Kwé dzogbarr. 'Take care.'
4. Ewied tsZ. 'He talks too much.'
5. Ewiel pii. '"He talks a lot.'
’ 6. ﬁhéi kwlaa. 'He is vicious.'
7. Eyaawie yi Tema. 'He is going to speak at Tema.'
8., Mind égbéné. '{ have seen it now.'
9. Ete |7 mli. 'He woke up early.'

!
. V
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|
|
|
; 10. Ebdkd 141lo. 'He still hasn't come.'
. Drill 180. Repeat.
r 1. Mindko ékd d3x. 'T haven't seen one before.'
; 2. Min¥3 1c dda. 'I see him all the time.'
‘ 3. Ebaa wor33 dda. 'He visits us regularly.'
; 4. Ebdkd won 33 péq. 'He has never visited us.'
r 5. Agb&né ohé oye? '"New do you believe it?'
6. Kpadkon obaa? 'Are you coming now?'
7. Nyéba oys waa. 'You've come rather early.'
8. Ewied pii ts3. 'She talks too much.'
9. Efé> enif blcoo ndikpa, 'He is always very slow.'
10. Midzdkd foi waa nfké d%a. 'I have never run so fast.'
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NDIX

APPE

NOUNS:

DERIVATION OF PLURAL FORMS FROM SINGULARS

X = word or part N =z syllabic Nasal
- of a word
V = nasal Vowel V~N=z=Vor\N

C =

@ -zero suffix

Consonant * -

Tonally
assimilable
- without

Tone and process symbols and abbreviations have the customary meanings.

1. Pl. - Sing. + / ? / Singular
'child' b{
'ear' tof
"thief' dzulo
'language’ wiém3
'sheep' too
‘pillow’ stine
"life' wala
"law' m1d
"lamp' kiné

2. Pl. = Sing, + /o=e/ + i
"tree' tso
'woman' yoo
'person’ m>

¢ *
3. Pl. = Sine. 1 X /¥ ~ ﬁ/} Y R IEE

'table'

"mosquito’

okpléi, okplén

t34,t33, t35e3y

Plural

bil
toil
dzuloi
wién31

toeci (Orthog. toi)

, !
okplZ1

’ 1
t37e3%




Singular
. 4, P1. = Sing. + dzi
| 1
farm 7 m3
'piece’ kuka
) . ¥
5. Pl. - Sing. + fo = e/ + dzi
'old thing' émomo
{ Lo l L, . *
6. P1. = Sing. \X /V~N~N/J - [V~K~N/ + dz3
' 1 <
castle m33
"town' man
"monkey’ adin
‘corner’ k&)
‘horn' ko
'slave" nyfﬁ
} *
7. P1l. = Sing. x(ca)wv) - /LV/ + d2i
. "bird' 106 £1%
'sore’ £14
'b811' qml—
'a red thing' étdru
"book' wolo
'egg' wolo
8. Pl. =z Sing. {Xne} - /ne/ + dzi
'story' sane
'engine' tsSne
'wing' fine
9. P1l. = Sing.'kinship term'+ e
"father' tse
I 'woman: term of address’ awo
'wife' na

Plural

T| m5d2’]‘:
kikudz

)
émemedzY

wodzi

wodzi

sadzi
ts3dzY

fidzl



boipqs ot - & o .
sibling nyeml ny€mime
® . : L (L
a proper name Mensd MErisdme
4
'a proper name' Kofi Kofime

r .
10. Pl. - Sing. ﬂXm5} - /m3/ + dzi

'debt’ nyJm3 ny3dzi

'hunger' h3m3 h%dz1
11. P1. = 'Person term' Sing. {XmS}-{XmEI}

'"human being' gb3Im3 gb3met

'who?' ndm3 nEmeT

12. Pl. - Sing. + bif

1 [}
'child' gbéke gbék&bil

/’ 7’
Tant' tsatsu tsatsibil

13, Pl., = Sing. -/X/ + bi’

. 'child' abifao abifdbil
l' 7’

"thing' ni% nibii

14. P1l. by suppletion

'man’ nad hit "men'
s ot ’
"thing' n3 nIT, nibid 'things'
15. P1. = Sing. + @

'dust’ mlu mlu  'dust'
"shrimp’ s%n s, 'shrimp’

' 1 ~o ~a 1 ]

coal nai -ai coal

16. Plurals, no singulars




. Singular Plural
17. P1. - Sing. Xnyo - /nvo/ +

(a) i 'soldier' asrdafdényd asraafsl
"farmer' okwaafdnyd okwaafdi

() _m_g 'a Ga' Ganyo GEme
'an Ashanti' Afﬁntényb A_Jr'éntémé
'"fisherman' wolenyo wolemé

(c) hii 'corpse’ gbdnyd gbéh'\fi’
'young man' obldnyd obléh'}."f

(d) Q_; 'rustic' koseenyo koscebil
'"American’ Amérikanyo Amérikabil
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|

ai
Ad
Aba
AbZr
abé
abekud
abifao
Abla
ablé
Ablotsiri,
Ablots{i
abd |
abii
Ade
Ade{
adéka
adesa
adly
Adzei
Adzélé
AdzdEkal
Adzétsdo
Adzdkd
Adzua
adzwﬁméq
afi
Kfua
afua
Afitu
Ago
ago
agoo
agba
agbd
agbo
aékoo,
ahékoo
akeklé
aké
dk14r}
&ko ia
Akd
Aklete
Akuskd
akutud
akwadu

GLOSSARY

ah; well

Madam

girl's name (Thursday-born)
name (3rd child after twins)
proverb

left

babe-in-arms

girl's name (Tuesday-born)
corn

Europe

refuge

needle

clan name, male

clan name, female

box

story; folk-tale

monkey

clan name, male

clan name, female

clan name, female

clan name, female

clan name, female

girl's name (Monday-born)
prostitution

year

girl's name (Friday-born)
mist

clan name, male

name (2nd child after twins)
velvet

a greeting (cf. am€€)
stall; shed

gate

big

a congratulation

headband

that

cactus

girl's name (Sunday-born)
girl's name (Wednesday-born)
boy's name (2nd of twins)
girl's name (2nd of twins)
orange

banana




Axneld girl's name (lst of twins)

Akwéré boy's name (lst of twins)
akpakpa pawpaw
Akpd clan name, male
dloo, aldo or
Amd girl's name (Saturday-born)
Am3 clan name, male
amé they; them; their
amo s a reply to a greeting (cf. agoo)
Amon, AmJn clan name, male
amdd tomato
Anéq boy's name (4th in order)
Anim boy's name (5th)
as$ gambling
asraafdnyd soldier
Arale clan name, male
ATi clan name, male
Atad term of respect for men
atti cashew-nut
atii defiance
atul a greeting
Atsoi, Atswél clan name, female
atswre first
awds, ’ a greeting
ayé witch
Ayok$ clan name, female
b
ba to come
ba to beg; to solicit
b3 to cut
baa leaf
bad, badl crocodile
badlébi locust
bé to quarrel
be time
be to be fully cooked
béni when
bé to have not; to be not
bé but; already
be to grip
bébdo a kind of shellfish
bi child
bi to ask
bibido small
bit here
ble pipe
bleoo slow; softly
bodobodo, blodo bread
bl$ broom
bo you (sg.)
bo to shout
bo...toi to listen
bs1d to shout repeatedly
bo...m3dEnn to persevere
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bya. ye..abﬁé

[a¥

/

da
da
da
dda
&
d5%

d33
daabi
dadé
d3am3 fi
Dedé
Dei |
dekd

a

di

ding
dioo
dom
ddkta
d3nn
draiva
dré
drém
di

ddis

dza
RPN | 4
azaaze

Dz3ni, DaFini
- .-.

dzidzé nIq
dzié kpd
dzo
dzogbann
dzoo

dzo
dzoo

to persevere

clan name, male
hole

to put on; to wear
to help
mosquitc-net

to race

to pose

to be big; to grow
always

mouth

yet; before

drink

no!

iron

to stand

girl's name (lst in order)
clan name, female
leisure

palm of hand

to be black

quiet

quiet

to emigrate

doctor

never

driver

to happen luckily
boon; good fortune; generosity
to trap

darkness

to be straight, correct
to straighten

clan name, male

to be far

to go out

dawm

to come from

there

to be

to provoke

to outdoor

to dance

vell

dance; dancing

to be cold, quiet, peaceful
valley
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price; market

dzra
~ Dzd Monday
Dzufd Tuesday

dzine jewelry
dzwél grass
dzweé to think
dzwé -mZ thought
dzvre to congratulate
dzérem a congratulation
£
e he, she, it
adrr3s right
édzwe four
ékd some; one
ékdmé one
ékdmn again
ékpaa six
ékpakpa good
éné this one
énlim3 five
ényf% how much, many?
ény two
éndli yellowish-green
‘ érm3mi okra
él3 evil; badness
été three
étsuru red
éwilu big
éyer white
£
E%bé no.
€hee yes.
£
fa e to lend; to borrow
fa root
fa{ hat
Fantényd a Fanti
fann clearly; lucidly
fe to surpass
feén to do; to become
€ all
feéfeo beautiful
& £é4 part; half
fené to untie
£€o beauty
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“ f14 sore
£14 to greet

Jine wing
rid emaller; junior
rido a little; small

rite to spoil

£l to blow

£14 to buy or sell on credit
f1ikd' to fly

i1} hole

£ to weep

Fofo girl's name (S5th in order)
e to give birth
$...hé to wash

fo to usually do

£ to throw

cfed flower

fu selfishness

fu stink

fud to embrace

fufs milk; breast

2

ga ring
Ga Ga; Accra
Ganyo a Ga

gli to fly into a rage

” googd bucket

géwd guava

g3413 to swagger

gd1 to belch

g3 mountain

g3y cemetery

gug nose

gim? to peel

gwd, (bo...gwd) gang, company
gwabd3o assembly

gwarnter sheep, lamb

gwao to whip

gb

gbd to split; to tear
gbd to branch off
gbha to narrate

gbédé to weaken

gbeé dog

gheéxff to fall down
gbéke child; junior
gbélee to be dressed up
gbé water-pot

.’ gbe road




gbeéN
gbfke
gbi

<
ghi;
ghl3- -
gbll
ghogbo
gbor,
gbo

ghobi
gb3m3

gbu
gbd...ni3

ha

hdkd
hao

hdu

hé

hés

he

hee
hela
helatse
héle...n¥
hént
hetséld
hewale
he

henn

hi

hi¢
hii
h{qméi
hleqq
hodn
h313, hl3
Hagbaa
h33\
Hoo

hi
hulyd
hild
huu
hwan

=2

pimple

to sound

evening

day

dry

strong (of smell)
to rinse the mouth
wall

hip

guest; stranger

to age

to hunt

person; human being
to prick; to pierce
to bother

to give; to let

Lo yawn

to worry; to pester
girdle

place

to buy

around, about

new

illness

sick person; patient

to take up; to respond

where
convalescence
health; strength
waist

burning, vivid, intense

to be good
face; front
men

eye

radiant

to cook
shade
Sunday

to sell
Saturday
also; too
to jump

sun

to wage (war)
to sprain
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kil

kad, kaad
kabitii

kadi

kard

Ral

kané

kiné

kaple

kasé

ke

Kétd, Kétda
ke

ke

keé™

kitd

ﬁlé, kra
klar

kla-jce
Kloklo

Kodzo

kodzd

Kof{

komé

kéT,

ko,

Kokale, Kodkdile
Kote, Kéoté
Kotei, Kdéte{i
kotokd

k$

K31

Kak§

k3mi

k37, kﬁﬁﬁ
kodydo

kd

kddd

kue

liflowd 1 ,
Kimase, KUmddse
Kidkd
Kded8kd
Kwamil, Kwadml
Kwabld

Kwaku

kwakwé

Kwao

quf{

Kwe{i

kwé™N

kwraa, kwlaa
kwo

car
crab

very dark

to mark

to praise; to flatter
girl's name (3rd in order)
to read; to count

light; lamp

penny; coin; money

to learn

to give as a gift

Keta

when; if

and; with

to say; to tell

oath

spirit; soul

wolf

cutlass

other

boy's name (Monday-born)
to judge

boy's name (Friday-born)
one

corner

horn

clan name, female

clan name, male

clan name, male

pocket

to take; to pick

hoe

girl's name (2nd in order)
kenkey

shoulder

air; wind

group

to guide

neck

cooking-pot

Kumas i

clan name, female

clan name, female

boy's name (Saturday-born)
boy's name (Tuesday-born)

boy's name (Wednesday-born)

mousge

boy's name (Thursday-born)
boy's name (Sunday-born)
clan name, male

to look

at all
climb




kpd

kpd

kpad
kpaéko
kpaanyd
kpakpa
kpawo

kpe

kpénn
kpin
kpléikplél
kpleké
kpd

kpo
kpodziémé
kpdkpd
kpdr

kpd

14
14
la
la

7 rd
Lasséy, Lasé, Laasé

lai
1414
lamo
lam3
14
le
leéhi
lei
1€
le
le

leéN 2.

leketee

1été -

11811
11141
180

loo

lods
106£13
151

14
ldkutuu
lele

kp

f—

to stop,
a ceremon
string
only now
eight
good
seven

to meet
firm
cane rat
big

to fall off
ial dance

to descend
12-yard bale of cloth

courtyard

outdooring

to shiver
fish hook
knot

blood

to sing
fire

to dream
clan name
firewood
song
vapour
dream
bedsheet
to know
morning

tail
Pke

iz

, male

he, she, it

to rear,

feed

to be wide

broad

to eat sparingly

tongue
or

Praying Mantis

fish; meat; flesh

to gather

bird

up

lorry; truck

to confuse; to be confused
medium-sized; round

portable;

boat
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13

n3 to build
wdle to tell lies
namd cloth

Ami mother

mﬁ" town

3 k€ night

mdr tse king; chief
medti driver's mate or assistant
meéd sixpence

mé to wait

aeT people

mén§, what?

MErisd boy's name (3rd in order)
nfonit picture

ol I; me; my
mli, min in; inside
ald law; guts
1%, mr3 early

mlé underwater swimming or diving
711 drum

mlu dust

Iy well done:
moko someone

mdémo already

moﬁ rather

md then; in that case
nd person

mébd mercy

mddénT effort

w3nf who

n3% castle

o to submerge
mt oil

md to breathe
ndldzt dirt

mUm3 stomach

musu taboo

nd % to get

n3 h to see

ndi Look.

nad mouth; edge
ndd grandmother
nddnyo friend

ndkd1 ‘ that

nAmY who?

ndne leg; foot
ndnemé T, ndnemé friends
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A -~
ni- maa
< ~
nitsum
nohew?l
nékd

ny€

nyé

nye

nye

nyé
ny¢...nd
nyZkwé
nygmf
ny€see
nyTés
nydi
ny3nma
Ny3qma

et J

JE S|
LT CPINT N

thivs is

to rain

this

ning

where?

this

that; since

and

thing; things

title: Chief, Elder; personal name
grandfather

clan name, male
knowledge

to catch up with

hand; arm

writing

work

because of that
something

on; upon; up
everything

what; which
immediately; precisely
boy's name (6th in order)
twin

water

to hear

master

man

old man

to be able
mother
yesterday
you (pl.)
to hate

to press
aunt
sibling

in the past; ago
to walk
slave

ten

God; rain

to greet
to close
wife
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-'3aa

e e
et

wacle, jkétié
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E

lo

obia
oblanyd
o@zo
of13y
ogbodlé
ohd

ohé
ohid
okadi
okesé
0ké
Okgotf
om3d

os?

os3fd

intelligence; skill

crab

coal

ground nut
libation
shea-butter
to char

light; flowing easily (of fluid)

level

salt

to be sweet
sea
overseas
sky; up
stippled
star

aroma; pleasant scent

to write
palm nut
thorn
kernel
today
panic
bell
laughter
tick; lice
plank
farm

to laugh

new; fresh; green

lad; young man
fraud
a kind of worm
shark

hundred
showing off, ostentation

poverty
mark
fashion; chic

boy's name (lst of twins)

clan name, male
rice

fox; mongoose
priest; minister
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papa
papa
pasa

p€

pE peEpE
pilé
pii

piy

ple
plékod
Pékdase
pué

sa
sa
saj-~
1.r\ sane
s€
sce
séf
sisa
sisé
Sohaa
: Soo
Sdwa
sole
s%ne
s3
s
509
sre
] sro
' $rdto
su
su
5§
sUim3
sm™
stine
susd
~ seké
sdédazfényd

O e

e

17

chance: lots; dice
danuser; accident
week

quickly

father

fan

to gossip
exactly
exactly

to wound

a lot; much
to suffer

a bird

nail
Pokoase

tO appear; to emerge

to befit
nauseating smell

to repair

story; behavior; problem
throat

back

chair

ghost

to be for; to solicit
Friday

Thursday

clan name, male

to pray

fox

prawns; shrimp

a lot; altogether; only
to catch (something in flight)
to swim

to be different
different; various
character; kind

to light

soil

to serve

to love; to like

pillow

to calculate

madness

soldier
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mN

£
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P
St
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Jwién
Jure, fwere

tee )
téle, tre
té
telifdh
Temd

Teté

b

fet

brother-in-law

to embrace

girl's name (6th in order)
to drag out
shilling

to arrive; to reach
sugar-cane

but

occasion, instance
down

to fry

sand

house

houseowner; landlord
thanks

to preach

money

rich man

hiccough

door

still

pepper

Wednesday

a berry

afar

noon; afternoon
store

to play

ragged

to be fat

to dismiss

to flourish

to litv

war

to chew

to narrate

to seek

name (lst born after twins)
how?

to rise up; to wake

ass; donkey

went; gone

to carry oan the head
stone

telephone

Tema

boy's name (lst in order)
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toi
tokota
tdo
too

te

to

t%
tiké
3
trema
trd
fr3m33
e

tdé
tGmo, timl
tﬁq
tiny
tﬁq ta

tsaké
ts€...n
tsei
tsese
tsé
tse B
tsekwe
tsén
tsi
ts1
tsid
tsi€,
tsTnd
tsfné
ts{tsl
tso
tso
Tsotso, Tsotsod
ts%
tsd
ts3Im3
ts3@5
ts33n
ts3%13
tslse
taid

boy's name (2nd in order)
to pile up

gum

to scratch

teacher

to pursue

multiplication

ear

sandal

tax

sheep; goat
bortle

to be tired,
to err

to mutter
rainwater
cowrie
threepence
straight
gun

to gush out
rubbish dump
red clay
black
directly

full

to change

to reduce

trees

ceremonial calabash
to call

father

uncle

beard; chin

sceptre

to block

to swagger

to wake up

cow

to sneeze

chest

tree

to burn

girl's name (4th in order)
to pass

too much

to turn over and over
to twist; to peel

to show; to teach
teacher
to train
to send
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e -
r“”‘w

v
w wowm
C oy ct

csurd, tsru

rswa
’,

tswél

tswel

véveeve
Voo

waa
wad, wadl
wala
wine
warn

wad
welé .
wé

wo

wo

wob{
wolo

wd

wo

wo

wolo
wi
wisée
wi

wu
wud
wuégbéémé

l<

<

to work

building; room
heart

red

to strike; to ring
moustache

hair

loudly; insistently
deep

a lot; very; well
snail

life

doubt

grey hair

finger

hide

to lift

honey

to praise; to laud
bee

book

tomorrow

we; us; our

to sleep

€gg

fetish, amulet, charm

in the future
bone

husband
chicken
cockcrow

to warm oneself
to speak

language; speech; word

to row

to go
fishing-net
confused

a response to a greeting

to eat
to help




women
to be; to have; at
yam

head

to beat

head

Lo recognize

woman

a8 response; okay
old woman

to be

beans

sluggish

a berry

funeral; mourning
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